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ABSTRACT 

This report evaluates the operation of the Houston freeway high-occupancy vehicle 

(HOV) lane system through calendar year 1990. As of the end of 1990, HOV lanes were in 

operation on four Houston freeways: Katy Freeway (I-10); North Freeway (I-45); Northwest 

Freeway (US 290); and Gulf Freeway (I-45). Since 1988, an annual report has been prepared 

through this research project that summariz.es the status and effectiveness of the HOV 

improvements. 

This research report provides an analysis of data related to: 1) operation of the HOV 

lanes; 2) operation of the freeway rnainlanes; 3) combined HOV lane and freeway data; and 

4) data relating to transit usage and operations. Both a "before" and "after" trend line analysis 

and a comparison to control freeways are used as a me.ans of assessing the impacts of the HOV 

facilities. 

As of the end of 1990, 46.5 miles of barrier-separated HOV facilities were in operation. 

Over 67,000 daily person trips are served on the HOV lanes; this represents a 50% increase in 

usage compared to 1989. Sixty percent of total person trips on the HOV lanes are being served 

by carpools and vanpools, with the remaining 40% being served by buses. 

Key Words: High-occupancy vehicle lanes, Transitways, Busways, Carpools, HOV Facilities, 

Authorized Vehicle Lanes, Priority Treatment for High-Occupancy Vehicles. 
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IMPLEMENTATION STATEMENT 

This report was sponsored by the Texas State Department of Highways and Public 

Transportation as part of an overall effort entitled "A 'Before' and 'After' Evaluation of the 

Committed High-Occupancy Vehicle Transitway Projects". The principal objective of this effort 

is to collect, analyze and interpret data that can be used to assess the performance and 

effectiveness of the six committed freeway HOV lanes now being implemented in Houston, 

Texas. 

The first of the completed HOV facilities opened on the Katy Freeway (I-10) in October 

1984. In November 1984, the contraflow lane on the North Freeway (I-45) was converted to 

a barrier-separated HOV lane, and in 1988 transitways were opened on both the Northwest 

Freeway {US 290) and the Gulf Freeway (I-45). No new HOV sections were completed in 

1989; in 1990, extensions of the Katy, North and Northwest HOV lanes were completed, and 

carpool use of the North HOV lane began. High-occupancy vehicle lane construction continues 

in the Southwest Freeway {US 59) and Gulf Freeway (I-45) corridors. 

This report presents data relating to the four operating HOV lanes and focuses on data 

collected during calendar year 1990. As of 1990 both the Gulf and Northwest HOV lanes were 

still relatively new. Thus, the data for the more mature facilities -- the North and the Katy -­

is more meaningful. The results of this research have helped the implementing agencies to learn 

from the early experience with HOV lanes in order to allow future projects to be developed 

more effectively. 

DISCLAThfER 

The contents of this report reflect the views of the authors who are responsible for the 

opinions, findings and conclusions presented herein. The contents do not necessarily reflect the 

official views or policies of the Federal Highway Administration or the Texas State Department 

of Highways and Public Transportation. This report does not constitute a standard, 

specification, or regulation. 
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SUMMARY 

In response to congestion and related concerns, a variety of transportation actions are 

being taken in Houston. One of those actions involves the implementation on many of the urban 

freeways of a system of priority lanes for high-occupancy vehicles. Locally, these facilities are 

sometimes referred to as transitways, and they are being jointly developed by the Texas State 

Department of Highways and Public Transportation and the Metropolitan Transit Authority of 

Harris County. This report presents and evaluates data relative to transitway and freeway 

performance in Houston through calendar year 1990. 

A commitment is in place to develop 95.5 miles of barrier-separated high-occupancy 

vehicle (HOV) lanes. The cost of the entire HOV lane system, including all support facilities, 

will be approximately $640 million. 1 As of the end of 1990, 46.5 miles of barrier-separated 

HOV lanes were in place, implemented at a cost of approximately $276 million1
; HOV lanes 

were in operation in four corridors. As of that date, the Northwest and Gulf HOV lanes were 

still too new to have reached their potential. Thus, the data from the North and Katy HOV lanes 

is more relevant in assessing HOV lane effectiveness. While some sections of two-direction 

high-occupancy vehicle lane have been developed, the typical Houston HOV lane is located in 

the freeway median, is approximately 20-feet wide, is reversible, and is separated from the 

freeway general-purpose mainlanes by concrete median barriers. Most access/egress to the 

transitways is provided by grade-separated ramps. 

In December 1990, the HOV lane system served 67,367 person trips, a 50 percent 

increase over December 1989. At the end of 1990, 8,940 cars were parked in transitway 

corridor park-and-ride lots on a typical day. The HOV lanes have been successful in attracting 

young, educated, professional, white-collar patrons. These individuals are choosing to use the 

1 These costs include the HOV lanes, HOV lane access and egress ramps, all park-and-ride 
lots, park-and-pool lots and bus transfer centers, and the HOV surveillance, 
communication and control system. The costs are in 1990 dollars. 
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high-occupancy vehicle lanes primarily to: 1) save time; 2) avoid having to drive in congested 

traffic; 3) have a reliable trip time; 4) have time to relax; and 5) save money. 

Measures of Hi&h-Occupancy Vehicle Lane Effectiveness 

In order to assess the effectiveness of the HOV lanes, it is necessary to identify the 

purpose(s) for which those facilities were provided. To a large extent, the decision to consider 

building HOV lanes in Houston came through the realization that it was simply not possible, 

either physically or economically, to provide enough street and highway lanes to indefinitely 

serve peak-period travel demands at 1.2 persons per auto. 

Accordingly, it is assumed that the primary goal of the Houston HOV lanes is to cost 

effectively increase the person-movement capacity of the freeways. Achieving this should also: 

1) enhance bus operations; 2) improve air quality; and 3) reduce fuel consumption. 

Implementation of the HOV lanes should not unduly impact the operation of the freeway genera/­

purpose lanes. That implementation should have public suppon. 

This report presents data and analyses that help to determine whether these objectives and 

implementation strategies are being attained. Two principal evaluation approaches are used. 

First, "before" and "after" trend line data are collected for each freeway where an HOV lane 

is being developed. Second, similar data are being collected in control corridors that do not 

have high-occupancy vehicle lanes. These procedures help to identify and isolate the impacts 

of the freeway HOV lanes. 

The priority lanes move a relatively high percentage of the total roadway person 

movement in a relatively low percentage of total vehicles. This, however, is to be expected 

when most of the higher-occupancy vehicles operate in a single lane, and it does not, by itself, 

imply that the HOV lanes are effective. 
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On a typical non-incident day, the Houston transitways offer a travel time savings to 

users during the peak-hour; these savings range from three minutes on the Gulf HOV lane to 14 

minutes on the Katy HOV lane. In an average, non-incident peak-hour, the 46.5-mile system 

offers 26.2 minutes of time savings, or about 0.6 minutes per mile. It is of interest to note, 

however, that the time savings perceived by the users is much greater than the actual time 

savings. 

Factors Influencina Hiah-Occupancy Vehicle Lane Utilization 

This research has shown that the following three factors significantly impact the level of 

utilization on an HOV lane: 1) the length of time the priority lane has been operating; 2) the 

vehicle groups allowed to use the HOV lane; and 3) the travel time savings and trip time 

reliability provided by the HOV lane. This third factor is, perhaps, the most important single 

factor influencing transitway use. The data suggest that, unless the HOV lane offers on a 

recurring basis a peak-hour travel time savings relative to the general-purpose lanes of in excess 

of five minutes, utilization of the priority facility will be marginal. 

Chanaes in Roadway Person Movement 

A major reason for implementing HOV lane improvements is to increase the effective 

person-movement capacity of a roadway. Since implementation of the HOV lane does increase 

the number of directional roadway lanes, for the high-occupancy vehicle lane to be effective it 

should at least increase person movement by an amount greater than the increase in lanes added 

to the roadway. The data show the Houston HOV lanes are helping to bring about a 

disproportionately large increase in person movement (fable S-1). During the peak-hour, the 

HOV lanes are moving 39 percent to 129 percent more persons per lane than are the freeway 

general-purpose lanes. 
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Cban2es in A veraie Vehicle Occupancy 

For the priority HOV lanes to generate substantial increases in person movement, it is 

necessary to increase the average vehicle occupancy. This has happened. On the two freeways 

with the more mature HOV lanes, peak-hour average vehicle occupancies are in excess of 1.5 

persons per vehicle (Tables S-1 and S-2). Compared to pre HOV lane conditions, average 

vehicle occupancy on the North and Katy Freeways has increased by over 20 percent. This type 

of increase has not been experienced on freeways not having HOV lanes. 

For average occupancy to increase, there needs to be an increase in transit use and 

carpooling. The HOV lanes have resulted in the formation of new carpoolers and transit riders, 

and those types of increases in ridesharing have not been experienced on freeways not having 

HOV lanes (Tables S-1 and S-2). It is estimated that about half the people currently ridesharing 

on the HOV lanes have chosen to carpool or ride a bus because of the presence of the high­

occupancy vehicle lane. 

HOV Lane Impacts on Bus Operations 

The HOV lanes have generated a large increase in transit use and have attracted a new 

type of transit rider. Young, educated, white-collar Texans are ma.king extensive use of transit. 

Also, in comparing pre-HOV conditions to the present, average bus operating speeds during the 

peak hour have more than doubled, increasing from 26 mph to 54 mph. The result has been 

significant decreases in bus schedule times. The reduction in revenue hours of service resulting 

because of the higher speeds on the HOV lanes results in an annual bus operating cost savings 

of approximately $4.8 million. 

HOV Lane Impacts on Freeway General-Purpose Lane Operations 

Although the HOV facilities move several thousand persons in the peak hour, there has 

been virtually no impact on the operation of the freeway general-purpose lanes that can be 
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Table S-1. Summary of Measures Used to Assess the Ell'ectiveaess of the 
High-Occupancy Vehicle Lanes 

HOV Facility 
Measure of Etfectivencu 

Katy North Gulf 

Change in Roadway Person Movement 

" Increaae in directional lanes due to HOV lane 33% 25% -
Ii Increase in a.m. penon volume' 100% 101% -

Qiagge in Avenge Vehicle Occullancy {2enonalvehicl1:1 

Occupancy before HOV lane 1.26 1.28 -
Occupancy in December 1990 1.56 l.S9 -
" Change, Pre-HOV lane lo current +23.8% +24.2% -

$ Change in 2 + Carnool Volume' +132% +127$ -

" of carpool• formed due to tranaitwa.f 53" 46% 26% 

$ Charu:e in Bus Pa&!!Sl!l!lers !l!eak l!eriod)' +355% - -
% New bus riders due to tnnsitwaf 47% 52% 33% 

% Change, Freewa:i: Mainline Volume Iler Lane'" +39% + 9% +8$ 

$ Change, Freewa:i: Mainlane Si!eed (feak Hour)'-' +43% +65% 0$ 

% Change, Freewa:i: Mainlane Accident Rate• -4.7$ +4.3% +18.0% 

% Change, Freewax Per Lane Efficiency'"" +169% +150% -
Co!!!llarison, HOV Lane vs. Freeway Lane6 

(HOV lane improvement as a % of freeway improvement) 

Fuel consumption (gallons) 82% - -
Air qualily (k.g of CO) 61 $ - -

Annual Value of Travel Time Saved on HOV Lane' G millions) $10.9 $4.9 $0.6 

Travel time aaved as a $ of construction cost• 43.4$ 8.9% 2.0$ 

Arc HOV Lanes Good lml!rovemenls9 

Yes 71$ 81% 63% 
No 16% 9% 21$ 
Not Sure 13% 10% 16% 

1A.M. peai:-bour, peat-direction. Percemage change from pre-HOV lane conditiom lo current conditions. 
'Estimated percent of total carpool• or bu1 paaaengen using the HOV lane I.hat have been created because of lhe HOV lane. 
>Data for the freeway 1eneral-purpose mainlanes. 
4Percentage change in accident rate (accident& per million vehicle mile1) from pre-HOV to curTCnt. 

Northwest 

33% 
46% 

1.14 
1.30 

+14.0% 

+183% 

47% 

+108% 

47% 

-
-

-19.0% 

+37% 

-
-

$2.5 

4.0$ 

15% 
11% 
14% 

'Freeway per lane efficiency is expressed H I.he multiple of penona moved time:• average 1pecd. An.aly1i1 combinea freeway 1eneral-purpose 
lane performance with HOV lane performance. 

'Simulation wa1 used on I.he Katy Freeway to eatimate what condition1 would have been bad an extra general-purpoae lane been provided instead 
of the transitway. The values of fuel consumption and air quality (CO emiuioas) are lhoae characteristic of I.he transitway alternative a1 a % 
of I.hose eatimlted to be cbaracterillic of the all-mainlane alternative. Bolh alternative• aerve cucntially the ume demand, expreued in 
paucnger-milea. 

7Thi1 is an estimate of I.he aMual (1990) value of time aavcd by u.en of lhe HOV lane. 
'Tbil is lhe estimated annual value of 1990 travel time aavings for HOV lane uaen expreued 11 a percent of the cOll of conllnlcting I.he operating 
ICiffiCllt of I.he HOV lane. A simplistic analyli1 .uggeau that, if this value exceeds 10~, the project is coll effective. 
'R.eipomea from moioriltl in I.he general-purpose freeway lane& to the question "Do you feel I.he transitwaya being developed in Houston are 
good transportation improvements?" 

Xl 



Table S.l. Comparison or Experieace oa Freeways W'Uh and W'Uhout 
High-Occupancy V ehide Lanes 

Repreaentative Repreaentative 
Measure of Effcctivene111 Pre-HOV Lane Cum:nt Value 

Value 

A.M. Peak-Hour, Peak-Direction Avg. Vehicle Occupancy 

Freeways With HOV Lanes 

Katy 1.26 1.56 
North 1.28 1.59 
Northwest 1.14 1.30 

Freeway Wilhout HOV Lane 1.29 1.31 

Peak-Hour Pca~-Direction 2+ Camool Volume 

Freeways With HOV Lanes 

Katy (5-6 p.m.) 763 1627 
North (7-8 a.m.) 490 1385 
Northwest (7-8 1.m.) 700 1S87 

Fn:eway Without HOV Lane (7-8 a.m.) 595 743 

A.M. Peak-Period Bus Ridershi2 Q .5 hoursl 

Freeways With HOV Lanes 

Katy 900 4095 
North 0 5195 
Northwest 605 1260 

Freeway Wilhout HOV Lane' 2230 2100 

Cars Parked at Park-and-Ride Lots 

Freeways With HOV Lanes 

Katy 575 2057 
North 0 4159 
Gulf 1115 1349 
Northwest 430 1286 

Freeway Without HOV Lane' 1675 1665 

1"Cum:nt" data i. 1989. The 1990 data are DOI comparable due lO divenion ofbu11ervice to the Katy HOV lane. 

Note: The freeway without an HOV lane data are from the Southwest (US 59) Freeway. 

% Change 

+23.8% 
+24.2% 
+14.0% 

+ l.6% 

+132.4% 
+182.7% 
+126.7% 

+ 25.9% 

+355.0 
--

+108.3 

-5.8% 

+257.8% 
-

+ 21.0% 
+199.1% 

- 0.6% 

attributed to implementation of the transitways (fable S-1). Per lane volumes on the general­

purpose lanes are higher today than they were prior to HOV implementation. In reviewing 

accident data for the four freeways with HOV lanes, in aggregate there has not been a noticeable 

change in those rates. 
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The implementation of a high-occupancy vehicle lane should increase the overall 

efficiency of a freeway. For purposes of this study, the peak-hour per lane efficiency of a 

freeway is expressed as the multiple of peak-hour person volume times the speed at which that 

volume is moved (a weighted average for the freeway and the HOV lane). This efficiency has 

increased (Table S-1) since the HOV lanes have been implemented, and a part of that increase 

is the result of the transitway implementation. 

Air Quality and ·Eneay Considerations 

A simulation analysis (a.m. inbound, 6 a.m. to noon) was undertaken to compare the 

"add an HOV lane" alternative to both the "do nothing" alternative and the "add a general­

purpose freeway lane" alternative. If all alternatives serve the same demand (expressed as the 

combined passenger-miles using the HOV lane and the freeway in 1990), the HOV lane is 

considerably more favorable in terms of both a reduction in energy consumption and pollution 

emissions (Table S-1). The HOV alternative, compared to the add a general-purpose lane 

alternative, resulted in an 18 percent reduction in fuel consumed and a 39 percent reduction in 

carbon monoxide emissions. 

HOV Project Cost Effectiveness 

The cost effectiveness analyses conducted in this report consider only one benefit, the 

value of the time saved by users of the HOV facility. It is recognized that successful HOV 

projects generate many other benefits, some of which can be significant. For example, in the 

Katy corridor it would be necessary to construct four to five additional general-purpose lanes 

to provide the peak-period capacity needed to serve the demand now using the HOV lane. Also, 

by serving large travel volumes in the HOV lane, congestion levels in the general-purpose lanes 

are less, resulting in potentially significant travel time savings. 

xiii 



However, if an HOV project is even marginally cost effective based on the single travel 

time savings benefit, that project would simply just be more cost effective if all benefits were 

quantified. Based on this analysis, the two more mature HOV lanes -- Katy and North -- are 

cost effective. The Northwest is only marginally cost effective based on this single benefit, but 

the value of time saved on the Northwest HOV lane in 1990 was 317 percent greater than it was 

in 1989; thus, benefits are increasing rapidly on this facility. The Gulf HOV lane will need to 

have the next phase completed before it will generate significant benefits; that will not happen 

for at least a year. 

If some of the additional benefits referred to previously are considered, the benefit-cost 

ratio increases markedly. For example, with this type of analysis, in 1990 the benefit-cost ratio 

for the Katy HOV project was in excess of 4.0 (see Table 28 in text). For that facility, the 

value of all quantified benefits was five times greater than the value of user time saved. For the 

entire Houston area, it is estimated that the HOV lanes presently reduce areawide congestion 

levels by about four percent. This equates to a reduction in the areawide annual cost of 

congestion of approximately $115 million. 

Public Support for the Hieb-Occupancy Vehicle Lane Pro1ram 

Acceptance of the HOV lane program by the public is high and has been increasing over 

time. Based on 1990 surveys, over 70 percent of the motorists in the freeway general-purpose 

lanes (not HOV lane users) viewed these project as being good transportation improvements. 

Fewer than 15 percent stated the projects were not good improvements. 

Comparison to Other Fixed-Guideway Projects 

The Houston HOV facilities are relatively inexpensive and move a large volume of 

persons during the congested peak hour. Their public operating costs are low. Rail projects 

tend to move more persons on a daily basis. Selected data are summarized in Table S-3. 
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Conclusions 

This report identified the objectives associated with developing high-occupancy vehicle 

lanes in Houston. The report reviews and analyres data collected through calendar year 1990 

to assess the performance of the priority lanes in meeting their objectives. 

Table S-3. Comparison of tbe Houston lfiah-()ccupucy Vellicle LaDes Wdh 
Other Fixecf-Guideway lmpronmeats 

Type of Fixed-Guidc:way Improvement 
Comparative: Factor 

Houston HOV Laner Heavy Rail 

Capital Cost per Mile (millions) $ 5.9 $57.l' 

Qperating Cost per Passenger Mile (cents) 13 31• 

Ridership (person trips) 

Maximum Peak-Hour, Peak-Direction 3900 6,70Cf' 

Daily 16,800 55,0002 

'The average value for the four operating Houston high-occupancy vehicle lanes. 1990 dollars. 
2Miami. Year of constraction dollars. 

Light Rail 

$12.4' 

24' 

1,900' 

21, 100" 

'Average for light rail in Portland, Sacramento, San Diego (San Ysidro line} and San Ioac. Year of construction dollars. 
'Average for heavy rail in Miami, Atlanta, and Washington, D.C. 
'Average for light rail in Buffalo, Portland, Sacramento, and San Diego. 
'Average for Miami and Atlanl.a. 

Some of the relevant data associated with these analyses is shown in Tables S-1 through 

S-3. A review of these performance measures leads to several general observations. The 

performance measures suggest that both the Katy and North HOV lanes are fulfilling their 

intended purpose; these are the two more mature priority lanes. The Northwest HOV lane is 

marginal at this time, while the Gulf HOV lane has yet to generate significant benefits. Both 

of these facilities have been operating less than three years. The Northwest HOV lane was 

completed in final form during 1990. Less than half the length of the ultimate Gulf HOV lane 

is now operating, and the section that is offers only minimal benefits; it will not be extended for 

two more years. Nevertheless, daily usage of the Northwest HOV lane increased by 56 percent 

during 1990, while usage of the Gulf increased by 23 percent during 1990. 
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Continued monitoring of all the committed high-occupancy vehicle lane projects will take 

place as part of this research project. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Beginning in the early 1970's, increases in travel demand, expressed as freeway vehicle­

miles of travel (VMT), in Houston began to exceed increases in roadway supply, expressed as 

lane-miles of freeway (Figure 1). Between 1970 and 1985, VMT per freeway lane-mile in the 

City of Houston increase.cl by 95 percent. 2 During that period, congestion increase.cl noticeably; 

in fact, a 1984 Federal Highway Administration study3 indicated that Houston had some of the 

most, if not the most, congested freeway facilities in the nation. 
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Source: "Regional Mobility Plan for the Houston Area, 1989" and ITI Rc11Nr1:h. 

Figure 1. Relationship Between Freeway Vehicle-Miles of Travel and Lane-Miles 
of Freeway, Harris County 

2 Texas Transportation Institute Research Report 431-lF. 

3 "Quantification of Urban Freeway Congestion and Analysis of Remedial Measures". 
Federal Highway Administration, October 1986. 
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Monitoring of overall urban congestion in major cities clearly indicate.d that mobility in 

Houston deteriorated until the mid 1980s. Areawide congestion levels in Houston increased by 

39 percent between 1975 and 1984.4 However, as the result of an aggressive multimodal effort 

to restore mobility in Houston, congestion in the area has been moderating in recent years 

(Figure 2). Between 1984 and 1989, the congestion index in Houston actually declined by eight 

percent, even though vehicle-miles of travel increased by over nine percent during that time 

period. Nevertheless, Houston remains a relatively congested city (fable 1). 
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Note: An index of gt"O&ter than 1.0 ia assumed to represent undesirable areawide congestion in an urban area. This index is based on 
vchkle-miles of travel and lane-mile• of roadway for both freeway a and principal arterials. 

Source: "R.egional Mobility Plan for the HoulltOn Area, 1989" and Texa& Tnnspottation Inatitute Research 

Figure 2. Relative Houston Area Mobility Level, 1975-1989 

In response to the congestion problem, a variety of actions are being taken. One of these 

actions involves the implementation on the urban freeways of a system of priority lanes for high­

occupancy vehicles. These facilities, sometimes referred to locally as transitways, are being 

4Texas Transportation Institute Research Report 339-8. 
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jointly developed by the Texas State Department of Highways and Public Transportation 

(SDHPT) and the Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris County (Metro). 

Table 1. Relatin Mobility LeTels in MtQor Umtecl States Cities, 1989 

Urban Al'lla Relative Mobility Urban Aro& Relative Mobility 

Index• Index' 

1. Loa Angele• 1.54 6. Chicago 1.21 

2. Waahington, D.C. 1.36 7. San Diego 1.18 

3. San Franciaco-Oakland 1.36 8. HOUSTON 1.lS 

4. Miami 1.2S 9. Atlanta 1.14 

S. Seattle 1.21 10. New Orleana 1.13 

'An index of greater than 1.0 is auumed to reprcaent undesirable areawide congestion in an urban area. This index i& baaed on vehicle-miles 
of travel and lane-mile& of roadway for both freeways and principal arterials. 

Soun:e: Texaa Transporution Institute Study No. 2-10-90-1131 (Preliminary). 

Through this research effort, a comprehensive evaluation of the HOV lanes is being 

performed; an objective of the research is to use the experience to date as a means for 

developing improved guidelines for planning, designing, and operating the freeway HOV lanes. 

The evaluations are being conducted using two approaches. First, "before" and "after" trend 

line data are being collected for each freeway on which an HOV lane is being developed; this 

provides a means for identifying changes that occur in those corridors. Second, similar data are 

being collected on freeways that do not have an HOV lane. These "control" corridors help to 

isolate the specific impacts of the HOV facilities. 

This report presents and evaluates data relative to high-occupancy vehicle facility and 

freeway operations in Houston through December 1990. Data are presented for all four of the 

operating transitways. 

Oaanization of the Report 

The following section of this report provides an overview description of the entire 

Houston high-occupancy vehicle facility system. The six sections after that review the available 

data to help determine the current effectiveness of the HOV lanes. The last section of the report 
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presents the conclusions. A series of appendices provide a listing of milestone dates in the 

development of the Houston HOV lanes and more detailed data on each of the HOV lane 

projects are also included. 
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II. OVERVIEW OF THE HOUSTON HIGH-OCCUPANCY VEHICLE SYSTEM 

Historical Backeround 

By the early 1970s, it was evident that serious congestion problems were developing in 

the Houston area. At the same time, experiences with HOV lanes on the Shirley Highway in 

northern Virginia and the San Bernardino Freeway in Los Angeles were highly successful. As 

a result, in the mid 1970s a joint decision was made by the City of Houston and the Texas 

Highway Department to test the high-occupancy vehicle lane concept in Houston. Accordingly, 

these two agencies developed and operated a 9-mile contraflow lane on the North Freeway (I-

45). This contraflow lane, which opened in August 1979, reserved the inside freeway lane in 

the off-peak direction for exclusive use by buses and vans traveling in the peak direction during 

both peak periods. 

This contraflow lane was successful beyond all expectations. Although it operated for 

only 2.5 hours during each peak period and was used by only authorized buses and vans, the 

contraflow lane moved over 8,000 persons during each peak period. The facility attracted transit 

riders who had autos available for the trip. Large vanpool programs developed. 

It became evident that, under certain conditions, a significant unserved demand for high­

speed, high-quality transit existed in at least some Houston corridors. The success of the 

relatively modest contraflow project and the emergence of Metro as a well-financed transit 

agency with a long-range plan dependent upon HOV lanes brought about a large-scale 

commitment in Houston to the HOV concept. As a result, since 1979 the Houston area has seen 

continuous development of barrier-separated, high-occupancy vehicle projects. A listing of 

milestone dates in the development of the Houston HOV system is included in the appendices. 
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The Committed System 

A commitment is in place in the Houston area to develop approximately 96 miles of high­

occupancy vehicle lanes (Figure 3). As of December 1990, four separate HOV facilities were 

in operation (Table 2). A total of 46.5 miles of barrier-separated, high-occupancy vehicle lanes 

were operating, representing an increase from the 36.6 miles that operated at the end of 1989. 

During 1990, extensions to the Katy, North, and Northwest HOV lanes were completed. Also, 

during 1990 carpool use of the North Freeway HOV lane was allowed. The Katy and Gulf 

HOV lanes were opened to weekend use in 1989; in 1990, both the North and Northwest HOV 

lanes also opened to weekend use. Construction is continuing in the Southwest and Gulf 

corridors. 

Table l. Status or the High-Occupancy Vehicle Lane System, December 1990 

HOV Facility Date First Miles in Ultimate Vehicles Allowed Hours of Weekday' 
Pbaae Opened Operation System Milea lO Use HOV Lane Operation 

Katy (1-10) October 1984 13.0 13.0 3 + vehicles from 4 a.m. lO l p.m. inbound 
6:4S lO 8:00 a.m. 2 p.m. to 10 p.m. outbound 

2 + during other 
operating hours 

Nonh (l-4S) November 19&41 13.5 19.7' 2+ vehicles 4 a.m. to l p.m. inbound 
2 p.m. lO 10 p.m. outbound 

Gulf (I-45) May 1988 6.5 15.5 • 2+ vehicles 4 a.m. to l p.m. inbound 
2 p.m. to 10 p.m. outbound 

Nonhwest (US 290) August 19&& 13.5 13.5 2+ vehicles 4 a.m. to 1 p.m. inbound 
2 p.m. to 10 p.m. outbound 

Southwell (US 59) Not open in 1990 - 13.8' - -

Eaitex (US 59) Not open in 1990 - 15.5-20.0' - --
Total 46.S 91.0-95.S' 

•BeginninJ in October 1989, the Katy and Gulf HOV lanes were opened to 2+ carpools on weekends; those facilities operate outbound on 
Saturday (4 a.m. lO 10 p.m.) and inbound on Sundays (4 a.m. to JO p.m.). In June 1990, the Nonh HOV lane opened on weekends, and in 
October 1990 the Nonhwell HOV lane opened on weekends. Funher dal.I on weekend use are pre1enled 111baequently in this report. 

1A contraflow lane was implemented on the Nonh Freeway in Augull 1979. It waa replaced with a barrier-1eparated, reversible lane in 
November 1984. 

1 A firm commitment i1 in place to develop IS .5 miles of the HOV lane from the CBD lO Wm Clayton Drive, acheduled completion is in 
1996. Implementation of the 4.5 miles from Will Clayton to Kingwood Drive has not yet been scheduled. 

'Scheduled for completion in 1996. 
'Scheduled for completion in 1994. 
"Scheduled for completion in 1994. 
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Physical Description of the Hi2h-Occupancy Vehicle Lanes 

While some sections of two-direction HOV facility are being developed, the typical 

Houston HOV lane is located in the freeway median, is approximately 20-feet wide, is 

reversible, and is separated from the general-purpose freeway mainlanes by concrete median 

barriers (Figure 4). In some locations, implementation of the HOV lane was accomplished by 

narrowing freeway lanes to 11 feet and reducing inside shoulder widths. A typical section is 

shown in Figure 5. 

Figure 4. Transitway in Median of Katy Freeway 

Access to the median HOV facilities is provided in a variety of manners. At some 

locations, "slip ramps" are used to provide access and egress to/from the inside freeway lane 

(Figure 6). While these are relatively inexpensive, depending on their location they may create 

a variety of operational problems. As a consequence, most access to the median HOV lanes is 

provided by grade-separated interchanges of various designs (Figure 7). The HOV lanes become 

elevated in the median, and ramps go over the freeway lanes to connect with streets, park-and­

ride lots, or bus transfer centers. These grade-separated interchanges are typically constructed 
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at a cost in the range of $2 to $7 million each; access to the HOV lanes is typically provided 

at 3- to 5-mile intervals. 

Figure 6. Slip Ramp for Transitway Access/Egress on Katy Freeway 

Estimated Capital Cost 

Since the HOV lanes have generally been constructed as part of freeway reconstruction 

projects, it is difficult to determine precisely the capital cost of the priority lanes. Information 

provided by both Metro and SDHPT is used in developing the costs shown in this section. More 

detailed cost breakdowns are included in the appendices. 

The HOV lanes in operation today, including all access ramps, have typically been built 

at a cost of less than $4 million per mile (fable 3). An extensive system of support facilities -

- park-and-ride lots, park-and-pool lots, and bus transfer facilities -- also have been provided in 

each corridor. Some of these facilities would have been provided even if there were no HOV 
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Direct Ramp to Eastwood Bus Transit Center, Gulf Transitway 

Transitway Ramps to Frontage Roads, Northwest Transitway 

Figure 7. Examples of Grade Separated Transitway Interchanges 



lanes. In total, a substantial investment, typically about $2 million per mile, exists in these 

support facilities. A surveillance, communication and control system is being installed on the 

HOV lanes at a typical cost of $200,000 to $300,000 per mile. The total cost for all project 

elements is in the range of $6 million per mile. Total capital expenditures (1990 dollars) for the 

operating segments have been approximately $276 million. Figure 8 summarizes current capital 

expenditures in the Houston HOV system. 
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Approximately half of the ultimate HOV lane system was operating in 1990. Table 4 

provides an estimate of the cost of the completed system. The ultimate capital cost (1990 
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dollars) for the HOV lanes and ramps will be approximately $5.0 million per mile. The HOV 

support facilities -- park-and-ride lots, park-and-pool lots, and bus transfer facilities -- will cost 

Table 3. F.stimated Capital Cost1 or die Operational Housten HOV Lue System, 1990 

Eaimated Capi!al Cost, Milliomu 

Miles in HOV Lane Plut Support Facilities• Surveillance, TOI.al 

HOV Lane Operation Ramps" Communication and 
Control' 

Total Per Mile Total Per Mile Total Per Mile Total Per Mile 

Katy (1-10) 13.0 $27.5 $2.1 $30.0 $2.3 $5.5 $0.4 $63.0 $4.8 
($25.l) ($1.9) ($29.3) ($2.2) ($4.7) ($0.4) ($59.l) ($4.5) 

North (1-45) 13.5 $57.8 $4.3 $18.2 $1.4 $2.6 $0.2 $78.6 $5.8 
($54.8) ($4.1) ($18.5) ($1.4) ($2.6) ($0.2) ($75.9) ($5.6) 

Northwest (US 290) 13.5 $62.7 $4.6 $32.6 $2.4 $2.9 $0.2 $98.2 $7.3 
($62.0) ($4.6) ($32.0) ($2.4) ($2.9) ($0.2) ($96.9) ($7.2) 

Gulf (I-45) 6.5 $30.5 $4.7 $12.6 $1.9 $1.9 $0.3 $45.0 $6.9 

- ru2.:fil ($4.6) !111& ($1.9) ru..2l ($0.3) ($44.2) ($6.8) 

Toi.Ill 46.5 $178.5 $3.8 $93.4 $2.0 $12.9 $0.3 $284.8 $6.l 
($171.8) ($3.7) ($92.2) ($2.0) ($12.l) ($0.3) ($276.1) ($5.9) 

'Numbers in parentheses are in 1990 dollars. Numbers not in parenlheses are in year of construction dollars. Highway construction costs in 
1990 are generally lower than those that existed in the 1980s. 

:Costs do not include lhc value of lhe existing freeway rights-of-way in which HOV lane• have been located. The cost& of additional buses 
required IC provide the HOV service and the bus maintenance facilities needed IC acrve thoac bute1 are not included. 

'Includes the collt of the median HOV lane and the acceas/egn:ss ramp& aerving that lane. 
'Includes lhe cost of all existing park-and-ride lots, park-and-pool lots, and bus transfer centers. 
'The cost of the surveillance, communication and control system serving lhe HOV Janes. 

Soun:e: Developed from information provided to lTI by Metro and SDHPT. An additional cost bn:altdown is included in lhe appendices. 

an additional $2.0 million per mile. The entire completed system will cost approximately $642 

million, or about $7.1 million per mile (1990 dollars). 

Each of the HOV projects has been funded differently, with funding coming from a 

combination of federal and state highway funds and federal and local transit monies. About 80 

percent of the total capital cost is from transit funds. With the exception of some ramps and 

support facilities, the HOV facility system has been constructed in state-owned rights-of-way. 
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Table 4. Estimated Cost of the Completed Houstoa HOV Lane System 

Eatimated Capital Colt, Milliom1.:z 
Ultimate 
Syatem HOV Lane Plua Support Pacilitiea' Surveillance, Total 

HOVLane Milea Rampr Communication 
and 

Control' 

Total hr Mile Total hr Mile Total hr Mile Total Per Mile 

Katy (I-JO) 13.0 $ 25.1 $1.9 $29.3 $2.2 $ 4.7 $0.4 $59.l $4.S 

North (1-45) 19.7 $104.0 $5.3 $34.0 $1.7 $ 4.1 $0.2 $140.6 $7.1 

Gulf (1-45) 15.5 $ 89.4 $5.8 $28.4 $1.8 s 3.3 $0.2 $121.1 $7.8 

Northwest (US 290) 13.S $ 62.0 $4.6 $32.0 $2.4 $ 2.9 $0.2 $ 96.9 $7.2 

Southwest (US 59) 13.8 s 84.8 $6.1 $39.2 $2.8 S 4.S $0.3 $128.S $9.3 

Eaatex (US 59) lS.S' $ 73.9 $4.8 $17.8 $1.l $ 3.9 $0.3 $ 95.6 $6.2 

Total 91.0 ~439.2 $4.8 $180.7 $2.0 $23.4 $0.3 $641.8 $7.1 

'Eatimatcd costs are in 1990 dollars. 
2Co1t1 do not include the value of the existing freeway righll-<>f-way in which HOV Janes have been located. The colts of additional buses 
required 10 provide the HOV aervice and the bu1 maintenance facilities nccdcd to 1erve tho.e bu.ea are not included. 

>1nc1ude1 the colt of the median HOV lane and the acceu/erre• ramp• aerving that lane. 
'Includes the coll of all park-and-ride lots, part-and-pool lots, and bus transfer centers. 
"The cost of the surveillance, communication and control system serving the HOV lanes. 
'Ultimately, this will be a 20-mile HOV lane. A tinn commitment 10 a date for developing the final 4.5 miles doc1 not yet exist. Thus, costs 
are shown only for 15.5 miles. 

Source: Developed from infonnation provided 10 1TI by Metro and SDHPT. An additional colt breakdown i1 included in the appendices. 

Facility Operatina: and Enforcement Cost 

The daily operation and enforcement of the HOV lanes is the responsibility of the 

Metropolitan Transit Authority. On average, this is costing just over $250,000 per HOV lane 

per year (Table 5). This is equivalent to less than one cent per passenger-mile.5 

Additional discussion of the operating costs associated with providing bus transit service 

on the HOV lanes is presented subsequently in this report. Those analyses indicate that an 

operating subsidy of $3.00 is required for each bus passenger using the HOV facilities. This 

equates to an annual subsidy of approximately $18 million to provide the bus service on the 

HOV facilities. 

s In 1990, approximately 140 million passenger-miles were served on the Houston HOV 
facilities. At $1,060,000 per year for operations and enforcement, this equates to 0.8 
cents per passenger mile. 
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Table 5. Estimated ADuual Cost of OperatiJla llMl Worclag the 
Operatina Houstell HOV Lanes 

Cost Annual Budget 

Daily Opcntiom s 660,000 
Enforcement s 400.000 

Taul $1,060,000 

Average Per HOV Lane (unweipted) $ 26S,000 

Source: Metropolitan Tn.mit Authority 

Thus, the total annual public operating costs for the HOV lanes is approximately $19 

million; one million is for operations and enforcement, and $18 million is for bus operating 

subsidies. Figure 9 provides a summary of operating cost data. More detail on those costs is 

provided subsequently in this report. 

General Trends in HOV System Utilization 

This section briefly overviews systemwide data that help describe the usage of the 

Houston HOV lanes. A more detailed evaluation of these data is included in a subsequent 

section of this report, and additional data are inc1uded in the appendices. 

Trends in Systemwide HOV Usaee 

Annual vehicle-miles of travel on the HOV lanes and annual passenger-miles traveled are 

depicted in Figures 10 and 11. Since carpools were first allowed to use the HOV lanes in 1985, 

vehicle-miles of transitway usage have increased rapidly. With this carpool use and the 

continued opening of HOV lanes and HOV lane extensions, annual passenger-miles on the HOV 

system have also been increasing. 
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Figure 9. Operating Cost Per Passenger-Mile for the Operating Houston HOV Facilities 

Figure 12 depicts total daily systemwide HOV usage in Houston. Daily person trips in 

December 1990 totalled 67 ,367', a 49. 7 percent increase over the ridership level in December 

1989. The increase between 1989 and 1990 is surprisingly great. On average, HOV ridership 

grew at a compound rate of 3.4 percent per month during 1990. That increase has been so great 

that it may be unreasonable to expect significant ridership increases to take place during 1991. 

Historically, the annual increase in HOV lane usage has been much greater than the 

increase in overall travel on the freeways and principal arterials in the Houston area (Figure 13). 

6 This number is somewhat inflated since approximately 1,200 peak period bus riders have 
been routed from the Southwest Freeway to the Katy HOV lane due to construction in the 
Southwest corridor. 
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Figure 12. Trends in Daily Person Trips on Houston Transitways 

Between 1985 and 1990, the miles of operating HOV facility have increased by 194 percent. 

During that same time period, daily person trips on the HOV lanes have increased by 227 

percent. 

Comparison to Other Fixed-Guideway Projects 

Simply as a basis of comparison, the operating Houston HOV lane system (46.5 miles) 

has been constructed for a capital cost of approximately $276 million, and this system serves 

approximately 67,000 person trips per day. The public operating cost per passenger-mile is 

roughly 13 cents. The Miami heavy rail system (21 miles) was constructed at a cost of 

approximately $1.2 billion and is serving about 55,000 daily person trips. The public operating 

cost per passenger-mile on that system is 52 cents. This simplistic comparison (Figure 14) is 

not intended to lead to a conclusion that either of the projects is necessarily good or bad. 
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of Travel on Freeways and Principal Arterials 

Table 6 compares cost and ridership data for selected light rail projects with the Houston 

HOV lanes. The Houston HOV lanes are, in general, less expensive than the rail projects and 

move more persons during the peak hour in the peak direction. In comparison, the rail projects 

are generally moving more total daily passengers. 

Table 7 compares public operating cost per passenger-mile for the Houston HOV lanes 

with operating cost data for selected rail transit projects. As would be expected, because of the 

large carpool use of the Houston HOV lanes and the low marginal cost associated with that use, 

the public operating costs are relatively low. 
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Table 6. Houston HOV Facilides Compared to Other Flxed-Guideway Projects 

City and Transit Improvement Length Capital Coat Average Weekday 
(Miles) Per Mile1 Penon Tripr 

(milliom) 

Houston HOV Lanes 

Katy (1-10) 13.0 $4.S 26,960 
North (I-45) 13.S $5.6 19,033 
Gulf (J-4S) 6.S $6.8 10,025 
Northwest (US 290) 13.S $7.2 11,349 

Average 11.6 SS.9 16,840 

U.S. Li&!!t Rail LiDS• 

Portland 15.1 $14.1 22,000 
Sacramento 18.3 s 9.6 21,000 
San Die10 (San Ysidro) 15.9 $ 7.3 31,900 
SanJoae 10.0 $111.8 9,400 

Average 14.8 $12.4 21,100 

1HOV capital cOIU from Table 3. Houaton cotr. in 1990 dollan, rail c<>ltl iD year of cODltNCCioo. dollan. 
2Houston HOV data for December 1990. 

Source: Texas Tnmportation Institute and reapeetive transit agencies. 

21 

Maximum Ridenhip, 
Peak-Hour, Peak-Direction 

5,198 
4,476 
2,809 
2,960 

3,860 

2,200 
2,500 
l,300 

500 
1,900 



Table 7. Estimated Public 0penWq Cost Per P111Se111er-Mile 
for Selected F'aed-GuidPny Facilities 

Fixed Guidcway Oporatini Cott Per 
Pa111engcr-Mile (ccnlll) 

Houston HOV ~l'.stem', 1990 13 

Rail Tramit S!lle!!!!, 1988 

Unweighted Average 27 

Allanta 16 
Buffalo 50 
Miami 52 
Portland 19 
Sacramento (1987) 17 
San Diego 10 
Wallbington, D.C. 25 

10peniting colllll include: 1) daily colllll to operate lanes; 2) daily colllll to enforce lanes; 
and 3) bus operating subsidy. The bua operating aub1idy waa approximately $18 million, 
and lhe colllll of operating and enforcing lhc priority lanca WH about $1 million. 

Source: Metropolitan Tran.sit Authority of Harris County; "Rail Research Project Com­
parative City Data Base", prepared by Metropolitan Transit Authority and 
Texas Transpo!'lltion Institute, and UMTA Section 18 data. 

Park-and-Ride Usa2e 

Between December 1989 and December 1990, there has been an increase of 12.5 percent 

in the use of park-and-ride lots in the corridors served by HOV lanes (Figure 15). In December 

1990, approximately 8,940 cars were parked at park-and-ride lots; in December 1989 that 

number was 7,940, and in December 1988, 7,730 vehicles were parked in those lots. Parking 

at the park-and-ride lots is free. 

Summary of HOV Usa2e Data 

Selected HOV operating data are presented in Table 8. Except for the Katy HOV lane 

during the period when carpool usage is restricted to 3 +, violations have not been a problem 

and have_ been less than five percent. The accident rates on the HOV lanes have generally been 

about equal to or less than the rates on the freeway general-purpose lanes. With the exception 

of the Katy HOV lane, weekend use of the lanes is low. 
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Figure 15. Trends in Usage of Park-and-Ride Lots in Transitway Corridors 

Table 8. Selected HOV Lane Operating Statistics, December 1990 

Time Period and Operating Data HOV Lane 

Katy North Gulf 

Weekday Operations 

HOV Lane Penon Volume 
A.M. Peak Hour 4,406 4,429 2,809 
Daily 26,960' 19,033 10,025 

HOV Lane Vehicle Volume 
A.M. Peak Hour 1.034 810 882 
Daily 8,830 3,921 l,994 

Percent of Total A.M. Peak-Hour, 
Peak-Direction Pen.on Volume 
HOV Lane' 43% 3S% 29% 

Vehicle& Parked in Corridor Park-and-Ride Lota 2,0S7 4,1S7 1,349 

Weekend 0peratjons2 

Daily Saturday Vehicle• 2,370 203 32 
Daily Sunday Vehicles 3,266 388 135 

1Data collected at HOV lane maximum load point. The remainilli percentage ia in the freeway general-purpose lanes. 
1Scheduled bua service dou not uae the HOV lanes on weekends. 

Northwest 

2,960 
11,349 

1,117 
4,117 

33% 

1,286 

29 
65 

'This value has increased significantly since 1989 in part due to a routing of approximately 1,200 peak-period bu1 patrons from the Southwest 
Freeway to the Katy HOV lane. 

NOie: See appendices for more detailed data. 

Source: Texas Tra111p<>nation Institute data collection, ace appendice1. 
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Characteristics of Hi&h-Occupancy Vehicle Lane Users 

On several occasions, TTI has surveyed both bus patrons and carpoolers using the HOV 

facilities. Those surveys, which are thoroughly documented elsewhere,' are highlighted herein. 

Transit Surveys 

Selected data are summarized in Table 9. The HOV facilities have attracted to transit 

young, educated, white-collar professionals. The bus is being used to serve long-distance 

commute trips, primarily to downtown. These individuals are using the HOV lanes primarily 

to save time, avoid having to drive in congested traffic, have time to relax, and have a reliable 

trip time. The bus patrons are transit users by choice, with over 85 percent having an auto 

available for the trip. Over 60 percent of the bus passengers have all or part of their bus fare 

paid by their employer. Interestingly, on the two HOV facilities surveyed in 1990 that have 

been open to carpool use for at least two years (Katy and Northwest), about half of the bus 

riders have at some time carpooled or vanpooled on the HOV lane. 

Carpool and Vanpool Surveys 

Carpoolers also tend to be young, educated, white-collar professionals (Table 10). They 

are using the HOV lane for a long-distance commute trip. The carpools are more effective at 

serving dispersed trip patterns; compared to bus patrons, fewer destinations are in the 

downtown. Over 60 percent of the carpools are made up of family members. Fewer than 20 

percent of the carpools are formed at either a park-and-ride or a park-and-pool lot. 

7Refer to TTI Research Reports 484-8, 484-10, 484-12 and 484-14F. 
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Table 9. Selected Characteristics or HOV Lane Bus Patrom, 1990 

Characteriil.ic 

A.M. Trip Destination 

Downtown 
City Poat Oak 
Greenway Plua 
Tex.aa Medical Center 

Trip Purpose (% Work:) 

A,ae, Yea!'ll (50th Percentile) 

Sex(% Male) 

Education, Yea!'ll (50th Percentile) 

Occupation 

Professional 
Managerial 
Clerical 
Sales 

Auto Available for Trip (% Yes) 

Does Employer Pay for Transit 

Yes, All 
Yes, Part 
No 

Why Use Transitway' 

Freeway Too Congested 
Saves Time 
Time to Relax 
Reliable Trip Time 
Costs Less 
Dislike Driving 

Have You Carpooled on HOV Lane(% Yes) 

*Data from 1986 transit user suivey 
2Data from 1989 transit uaer 1111ivey 

Source: Texas Transportation Institute suivcys. 

Katy 

93% 
2% 
1% 
1% 

97% 

36 

48% 

16 

50% 
19% 
20% 
5% 

91% 

17% 
44% 
39% 

20% 
16ii 
18% 
14% 
14% 
11% 

46% 

HOV Lane 

NOl1h North well 

91% 95% 
0% 2% 
l % 0% 
6% l 'it 

9H 99% 

38 35 

40% 43% 

IS 16 

43% 45% 
17% 17% 
30% 25% 
3% 8% 

95% 92% 

16% 17% 
48% 54% 
36% 29% 

23% -
20% -
15% -
15% -
12$ -
10% -
32% 50% 

25 

Gulf' 

86% 
l % 
0% 
5% 

96% 

34 

30% 

14 

41% 
16% 
32% 
2% 

87% 

14% 
48% 
38% 

-
-
-
-
-
-

-



Table 10. Selected Chancteristics or Carpoolers Usina the HOV Facilities, 1990 

Chancteristic 

A.M. Trip Destination 

Downtown 
City Post Oak 
Greenway Plat.a 
Tex.aa Medical Celller 
Other 

Trip Purpoae 

% Work 
% School 

Age, Ycan (50lh Percentile) 

Sex(% Male) 

Education, Ycan (50lh Percentile) 

Occupation 

Professional 
Managerial 
Clerical 
Sales 

Why Uae Transitwayr 

Freeway Too Congested 
SavcaTimc 
Time to Relax 
Reliable Trip Time 
Coll.a Leaa 

Who Makes up Carpool 

Family Members 
Neighbors 
Co-workers 

Doea Carpool Stage at Park/Pool Lot(% Yea) 

10.ta from 1989 aurvey 
'Data from 1986 aurvey 

Source: Texu Tranaportation Inatitulc aurveya. 

Katy 

SS% 
13% 
S% 
6Sfi 

21% 

88% 
2% 

381 

55% 1 

151 

45% 1 

18%1 

14%' 
6%' 

19% 
20% 
14% 
12% 
14% 

-
-
-
-

·-
HOV Lane 

Nonb Nonhwelt 

76$ 40Sfi 
3% l8Sfi 
2% 5% 
7% 6% 

12% 21% 

;7 

95% 90% 
5% 10% 

37 36 

53% 38% 

15 IS 

38% 49% 1' 

21% 19% • ;; 

21% 15% ( 
11% 7% 

20% -
20% -
13% -
13% -
15% -

61% 62% 
13% 13% 
2S% 2S% 

11% 17% 

26 
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7H 
Hi 
2% 
4% 
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10% l 
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14 
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, 
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-
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-
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m. l\fEASURES OF IDGH-OCCUPANCY VEHICLE LANE EFFECTIVENESS 

A major intent of this research project is to evaluate the effectiveness of the high­

occupancy vehicle lanes being implemented in Houston. The commitment to developing these 

priority lanes is extensive, and the projects are unlike anything that has been implemented. As 

a result, a high level of interest exists in assessing the effectiveness of the HOV lane projects. 

In response to this interest, the State Department of Highways and Public Transportation has 

chosen to pursue a long-range evaluation of the high-occupancy vehicle lanes. 

To a large extent, the decision to consider building HOV lanes came through the 

realization that it was simply not possible, either physically or economically, to provide enough 

street and highway lanes to indefinitely continue to serve pe,ak-period travel demands at 1.2 

persons per auto. The current round of freeway expansion being pursued in Houston, which will 

be largely complete by the end of the 1990s, represents, to a significant extent, the last major 

capacity expansion that can be added to existing corridors. However, demand is expected to 

continue to increase into the indefinite future at rates of around three percent per year. 

In concept, if the HOV lanes perform as intended, provision of the priority lanes offers 

a means to help accommodate some of this future growth. If design year volumes of 7 ,000 to 

10,000 persons per hour per lane are achieved on these lanes, the person-movement capacity of 

the freeway will effectively have been doubled at a cost of $5 to $10 million per mile, and future 

volumes can be served acceptably. However, this will be the case only if the HOV lanes 

perform as expected. As a result, their performance is being closely monitored to assess the 

effectiveness of the improvements. 

Potential Measures of Effectiveness 

Prior to establishing measures of effectiveness by which to evaluate the performance of 

the high-occupancy vehicle lanes, it is necessary to identify the primary reason(s) for building 

those facilities. Effectiveness measures can then be determined to help establish whether the 
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project goals are being met. Numerous potential HOV project objectives exist, some qualitative 

in nature and some that can be quantified. A recent survey• of North American high-occupancy 

vehicle lane projects determined that increasing roadway capacity and reducing vehicle-miles of 

travel were the primary reasons for implementing HOV lanes. 

In Houston, it appears that the primary reason for high-occupancy vehicle lane 

development has been to increase the effective roadway capacity to move people. In the face 

of increasing congestion and projected freeway average daily traffic volumes in the range of 

300,000 vehicles or more, it was realized that travel demand simply could not be served just by 

building more additional mixed-flow traffic lanes. At the same time, a desire existed to enhance 

the role of transit in the area. 

Thus, it is assumed that the primary goal of the Houston HOV lanes is to cost effectively 

increase the person-movement capacity of the freeways. Achieving this should: 1) enhance bus 

transit operations,· 2) improve air quality,· and 3) reduce fuel consumption. Implementation of 

the HOV lanes should not unduly impact the operation of the freeway general-purpose lanes. 

That implementation should have general public support. 

If these are accepted as major reasons for implementing high-occupancy vehicle lane 

projects, the next issue becomes the identification of the data and analyses required to assess 

whether the project objectives are being realized. A discussion of these issues is presented in 

this section; actual data collection and analyses are presented in subsequent sections of this 

report. 

Objective. Increase the effective person-movement capacity of the freeway. 

Measure. The percentage increase in the peak-hour, peak-direction person volume 

resulting from HOV lane implementation should at least be greater than the 

percentage increase in directional lanes added to the roadway. This will be 

8 Texas Transportation Institute Technical Report 0925-1. 
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accomplished by increasing the average number of persons per vehicle on a 

roadway; the increase in average vehicle occupancy should be the result of 

creating new carpoolers and new bus transit riders. Unless a significant 

volume of new rideshare patrons are created by an HOV lane, it is difficult to 

argue why that lane should be an HOV lane as opposed to a general-purpose 

lane. 

Objective. Improve the efficiency of bus transit operations. 

Measure. Schedule times should decrease. The HOV lane should result in a faster 

schedule speed. It provides a more reliable travel time which should increase 

schedule adherence. 

Objective. HOV lane implementation should not unduly impact freeway mainlane operation, and 

its implementation should increase overall roadway efficiency. 

Measure. Operation on the mainlanes should not be degraded as a result of the HOV 

lane, and the per lane efficiency of the roadway should increase because of the 

HOV lane. Capacity, operating speed, and safety on the general-purpose 

freeway mainlanes should not be unduly impacted. Also, the per lane 

efficiency of the roadway, defined in this report as the multiple of person 

volume moved times speed of movement, should increase due to the 

implementation of the transitways. 

Objective. The HOV lane project should be cost effective. 

Measure. If the project has a benefit-cost ratio greater than one, based on the only 

benefit being the value of the time saved by persons using the transitway, it is 

clear that the project is cost effective. This is a conservative estimate, since 

an effective HOV lane should also generate other benefits. However, if the 

project is cost effective based on this single benefit, it is apparent that the 

project would simply be more cost effective if all benefits were considered. 
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This highly conservative approach suggests that the annual value of time saved 

by users of the HOV lane should be at least 10% of the total HOV lane 

construction cost. 

OQjective. Development of the HOV facility system should have public support. 

Measure. Opinion surveys should show that public suppon exists for developing freeway 

high-occupancy vehicle lanes. Experience has shown that major transportation 

projects -- whether freeway or transit -- that generate significant public 

opposition will sometimes either not proceed forward or not proceed forward 

on schedule. The on-going debate over rail transit development in Houston, 

which has now lasted over 10 years without yet being fully resolved, is an 

example of the difficulty that can be encountered in developing major 

transportation projects without having clear public support. Monitoring of 

public attitudes regarding HOV facilities should, desirably, show that support 

for these improvements exists. 

Objective. High-occupancy vehicle facilities should have favorable impacts on air quality and 

energy consumption. 

Measure. For the total demand being served, the HOV lane should have more favorable 

air quality and energy impacts than would the addition of a general-purpose 

lane. If a lane is to be added to the facility and if it is designated as an HOV 

lane, that HOV designation should bring about more favorable impacts than 

would designating the lane as a general-purpose lane. It should also be 

favorable when compared to the "do nothing" alternative. 

Subsequent sections of the report analyre the data from the Houston research effort to 

assess the effectiveness of the high-occupancy vehicle facilities at this point in time in regard to 

the objectives set forth above. 
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The Time Factor 

As of the end of 1990, the oldest of the Houston HOV lanes had been in operation for 

just over five years. Until 1990, none of the high-occupancy vehicle facilities had been 

completed in its final form. In assessing the worth of these improvements, it should be 

recognized that these facilities are being looked to as a means of helping to serve the growth in 

travel that will be occurring over the next 10 to 20 years. Design year demand estimates are 

three times greater than the current demand on some of the HOV lanes. 

It is not expected that the HOV lanes will be as effective in their early years of operation 

as they are expected to be in future years. Consequently, in reviewing the data in this report, 

more emphasis should be given to the evaluations that relate to the more mature HOV facilities -

- the Katy and the North HOV lanes. Even then, it should be realized that there is reason to 

expect that the current level of effectiveness associated with those facilities will increase over 

time; this will be the case if their usage and congestion on the freeway mainlanes increase as is 

anticipated. 
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IV. PERSON MOVEMENT. OCCUPANCY. AND TRANSIT EFFICIENCY 

A primary objective of high-occupancy vehicle lane implementation is to significantly 

increase person-movement on a roadway. This will be accomplished if average vehicle 

occupancy (persons per vehicle) is increased, and if that increase is largely the result of increases 

in ridesharing, both carpooling and transit. In this section of the report data are presented that 

address these issues. Transit operating data are also documented. 

Hieb-Occupancy Vehicle Lane Utilization and Time Savin&S 

In December 1990, 67,367 daily person trips were counted on the Houston HOV lane 

system. This represents a 50 percent increase over utilization in 1989. In addition to the fact 

that ridership has increased in general over time, four major events occurred during 1990 that 

helped create the increase in usage: 1) the 1.5-mile eastern extension of the Katy HOV lane was 

completed; 2) the final 4.0 miles of the Northwest HOV lane were completed; 3) an additional 

4.4 miles of the North HOV lane were completed; and 4) carpool usage of the North HOV lane 

was allowed. Daily riders per mile of HOV lane was 1,449, a 17.9 percent increase over the 

December 1989 value. 

As would be expected, the HOV lanes move a relatively high percentage of total roadway 

person volume in a relatively low percentage of total vehicles (Figure 16). However, this is the 

result that should occur if nearly all of the higher-occupancy vehicles operate in a single lane; 

as a consequence, by itself, this is not necessarily a measure of effectiveness. 

Table 11 presents selected usage and time savings data related to the Houston HOV 

facilities for 1989 and 1990. Usage on all four of the operating HOV facilities has increased 

during 1990. Travel time savings increased, although only modestly, on all of the HOV lanes 

except the Gulf. 
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Table 11. Summary of Se!«ted Data Relating to Usage aod Travel Time Savings on the Houston HOV Lanes 

Katy North Northwest Gulf Total, 4 Tranaitways 
Oat.a 

12189 12/90 % 12189 12/90 % Change 12/89 12/90 % Change 12/89 12/90 % Change 12/89 12/90 % 
Change Change 

Miles of HOV Lane 11.S 13.0 13.0 9.1 13.5 48.4 9.5 13.5 42.l 6.5 6.5 o.o 36.6 46.5 27.0 

HOV Lane Person Volume 

Daily 18352 26960 46.9 11226 19033 69.5 7275 11349 56.0 8139 10025 23.2 44992 67367 49.7 
A.M. Peak Hour 3316 4406 32.9 3.514 4429 26.0 2439 2960 21.4 2923 2809 ·3.9 12192 14604 19.8 
A.M. Peak Period 7523 l144S t.S.2 5633 9089 61.3 4089 5201 27.2 4300 5117 19.0 21545 308.52 43.2 
P.M. Peak Hour 4352 5198 19.4 3313 4476 35.I 1564 2n6 77.5 2102 2332 10.9 11331 14782 30.5 
P.M. Peak Period 9321 12739 36.7 5593 9340 67.0 3003 5600 86.5 3693 4404 19.3 21610 32083 48.5 

HOV Lane Vehicle Volume 

Daily 5915 8830 49.3 488 3921 703.5 2439 4117 68.8 2154 2994 39.0 10996 19862 80.6 
A.M. Peak Hour 950 1034 8.8 139 8IO 482.7 841 1117 32.8 878 881 0.5 1758 3843 39.3 
A.M. Peak Period 2155 3386 57.1 239 1773 641.8 1427 1943 36.2 1227 1519 23.8 5048 8621 70.8 
P.M. Peak Hour 1290 1419 10.0 1.29 809 527.1 448 920 105.4 482 70.5 46.3 2345 3853 64.3 
P.M. Peak Period 3010 4056 34.8 249 1846 641.4 934 1900 103.4 858 1148 45.5 5051 9050 79.2 

Avg. HOV Lane Vehicle Occupancy, 
A.M. Peak Hour 3.49 4.26 22.1 25.3 5.47 -78.4' 2.90 2.64 ·9.0 3.33 J.18 -4.5 4.42 3.89 ·12.0 

HOV Lane Travel Time Savings, 
Avg. Peak Hoor (min}' 13.8 14.0 1.4 5.3 5.7 1.5 2.4 4.7 95.8 2.8 1.8 -35.7 24.3 26.2 7.8 

Notes: Peak hour is defined as the hour in which pel'llOn movement is the highest. As a result, it is not always the same hour. The peak period is a 3 .5 hour time period. 

'Travel time data can vary significantly due to normal variations in traffic now. Time ahown is average of a.m. and p.m. peak hours. It is also the average of data collected on a quarterly basis. Due to these variations and 
the error associated with measuring these values, changes or difference in the range of 2 minutes or less have little significance. 

2During 1990 carpools were allowed to begin using the North HOV lane. 

Soorce: Texas Transportation Institute. See appendices for more detail. 
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Figure 16. HOV Vehicle and Person Volumes as a Percent of Total 
(HOV plus Freeway) Volumes, A.M. Peak-Hour, Peak-Direction 

Travel Time Savin&s 

A major purpose of the high-occupancy vehicle lanes is to offer HOV users a savings in 

travel time. As part of this research project, travel time data are collected on a quarterly basis 

for each freeway and HOV lane. These data are averaged to estimate the representative travel 

time savings offered by the HOV lanes. A plot of the a. m. travel times is shown in Figure 17. 

The data in Table 11 show the average peak-hour travel time savings measured on the 

HOV lanes. It should be noted that variability exists in travel times on a daily basis, plus there 

is some error in the measurement of travel times. As a result, differences or changes of only 

two to three minutes have little significance. It is interesting to note that the surveys show that 

the users of the HOV lanes perceive a much greater time savings than is actually realized (Table 

12). 
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HOV Facility 

Katy 

North 

Gulf' 

Northwest 

Table 12. Comparison or Actwll and Perceived Travel T'ae Sa'riap on 
Tiie HOV Lanes 

Perceived HOV Travel Time Saving• (min.) 
Measured Peak-Hour 

Travel Time Savings (min) Tranait Riden Carpoolen 

AM PM AM PM AM 

14.2 13.8 17 19 19 

6.9 4.S 1S 19 IS 

2.1 l.S 10 IS 12 

7.3 2.1 18 18 19 

1Perceived travel time aavilli& arc 1989 data. 

Source: Texas Transportation Institute surveys and data collection. 

Factors InOuencine Hieb-Occupancy Vehicle Lane Utilization 

PM 

19 

19 

IS 

19 

It is evident that a number of factors influence both bus ridership and carpooling on an 

HOV lane. Some of those factors, such as parking cost, are the ones used in traditional mode 

split models. A review of the Houston data suggests that at least three factors appear to be 

significant in helping to explain current HOV lane ridership levels. 

Len&th of Time HOV I..ane Has Operated 

Most successful HOV projects experience rapid growth over the first three to four years 

of operation.9 This is simply reflecting the fact that mode choice changes continue to occur 

over a period of several years. 

This occurrence of rapid growth in usage during the early years of operation has been 

observed on the Houston HOV facilities (Figure 18). Both the North and Katy HOV lanes have 

been in operation long enough to have experienced this early year growth surge. The same is 

not yet true for the Gulf and Northwest HOV lanes which opened in 1988. 

9 See data in Texas Transportation Institute Research Report 1146-2. 
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Figure 18. Daily Ridership by Months of Operation, Houston Transitways 

As would be expected, either allowing carpools to use an HOV lane or reducing carpool 

occupancy requirements will result in an increase in HOV lane usage (as long as the vehicular 

capacity of the priority lane is not exceeded). This is reflected in the fact that 60 percent of total 

HOV person trips on the Houston HOV lanes are in carpools or vanpools. 

Figure 19 shows carpool impacts on HOV usage. The North HOV lane had been 

experiencing a slow decline in total usage for over four years until carpools were allowed onto 

the facility in 1990. Carpool use of HOV lanes offers numerous benefits; one of these is that 

the total capacity of the lane to move people is better utilized. 
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Figure 19. Impacts of Carpool Usage on Daily HOV Lane Person Trips, 
Katy and North HOV Facilities 

The HOV Lane Must Offer Meanin&ful Travel Time Savin&s 

Provision of meaningful travel time savings is, perhaps, the most important single factor 

influencing HOV lane use. Quite simply, unless severe freeway congestion exists on a recurring 

basis, usage of HOV lanes will not be high. It has been postulated for several years that a 

priority high-occupancy vehicle lane must provide at least one minute of travel time savings per 

mile of lane to be successful. 10 

10 D. Baugh and Associates. "Freeway High-Occupancy Vehicle Lanes and Ramp Metering 
Evaluation Study." Prepared for U.S. Department of Transportation, 1979. 
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The historical data from the Houston HOV evaluations provide a rough relationship 

between HOV lane usage and travel time savings (Figure 20). Those data suggest that HOV 

usage does not start to increase rapidly until travel time savings begin to exceed five minutes. 

While the relationship depicted in Figure 20 exhibits considerable data scatter, an explanation 

exists for most of the outlying data points. 

-
(l) 
> 
tll 

~ 
L r'I 
::J • 

15 

0 c 
I ·- 10 

I ::!: 
~ u 
(I) U1 
0. Ol 

c 
(I) -
c > 
!Cl Ill 
_J l/) 

> \1) 5 
0 E 
I ·-

1-­
(l) 
O> 
!il 
L 
(}) 
> 
<: 

Gulf 
0 1988 

Northwest 
12188 0 

North 
Katy 12/81 o 

1989 ° 
Katy 

12187 ° 
Katy o 

12/ 86 

0 
Katy 

1990 
0 

Katy 
9/ 88 

0 

Katy 
12/ 88 

0 North 
1990 

0 
Northwest 1989 

Gulf oGu If 
1989 1990 

0+-~~~----.,--~~~__,.~~~~-,-~~~~-,-__,.~~---.-

0 1 2 3 4 5 

Average Peak-Hour Transitway Ridership (1000 s) 

Figure 20. Relationship Between Peak-Hour HOV Lane Ridership and Peak-Hour 
HOV Lane Travel Time Savings 

The relationship depicted in Figure 20 is critical in planning and justifying HOV 

improvements. The high-occupancy vehicle lane can be an appropriate improvement in freeway 

corridors. that routinely experience intense congestion so that the HOV lane can offer, as a 

minimum, a five-to ten-minute travel time savings compared to driving in the freeway general­

purpose lanes. 
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Chanees in Roadway Person Movement 

A major reason for implementing high-occupancy vehicle lanes is to increase the effective 

person-movement capacity of a roadway. There is at least an implicit recognition that emphasis 

needs to begin to be focused on moving people rather than vehicles. The HOV facilities are 

intended to be an incentive to help bring about this increase in person movement. The HOV 

lanes do move a greater volume of persons than do the freeway lanes (Figure 21). During the 

peak hour, the HOV lanes are moving 39 percent to 129 percent more persons per lane than are 

the freeway mainlanes. To an extent, however, this would be expected since nearly all of the 

higher-occupancy vehicles have been put into one lane. 

c 
0 

5000 

+-' 4000 
v O.l 
O.l c 
L rel 
0 ....J 

I L 
::.I. O.l 3000 IB o.. 
Cl.. (I) 

E 
' ::i 

L -
::i 0 :£ > 2000 
I C 

::;L 0 
ro lfl 
(l) L 

Cl.. O.l 
0. 1000 

4406 

1923 

0 ...___.._ __ 

Kat.y 

Source: Sec: data in appendices. 

4429 

Nort.h 

[:::=::J Freeway Lane 

~HOV Lane 

Gulf Nort.hwest. 

Figure 21. Peak-Hour, Peak-Direction Person Volumes Per Lane on Houston Freeways 
and HOV Lanes 

Since implementation of the HOV lane does increase the number of directional lanes, for 

the priority lane to be effective it should at least increase person movement by an amount greater 
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than the increase in lanes added to the roadway due to implementing an HOV lane. If this is 

not the case, the effectiveness of the HOV lane might be called into question. The data show 

that the Houston HOV lanes are helping to result in a substantial increase in person movement 

(Figure 22). In all instances where data are available, the increase in person movement exceeds 

the increase in lanes provided. 
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Figure 22. Increase in Total (Freeway plus HOV Lane) A.M. Peak-Hour, Peak-Direction 
Person Movement, Comparison of Pre-HOV Lane Conditions to Present 

Chances in Averaae Vehicle Occupancy 

For the HOV lanes to generate the disproportionate increases in person movement 

reflected in Figure 22, it is necessary to increase the average vehicle occupancy (persons per 
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vehicle) characteristic of the roadway. The high-occupancy vehicle lane is intended to offer a 

travel alternative that a significant percentage of commuters will find attractive and will, as a 

result, choose to either carpool or ride a bus. If this occurs, it should be reflected by an 

increase in average vehicle occupancy. 

On the two more mature Houston HOV lanes (Katy and North), peak-hour average 

vehicle occupancies are currently unusually high for Texas (or other southwestern states) 

freeways, being in excess of 1.5 persons per vehicle (Figure 23). These occupancies are the 

combined average of all freeway mainlane plus all transitway traffic. 
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Figure 23. Change in A.M. Peak-Hour, Peak-Direction Average Vehicle Occupancy, 
Freeways With and Without HOV Lanes 
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During the time period being studied, the percentage increase in average vehicle 

occupancy on the freeways with HOV lanes has been significant. This has not been the case on 

a freeway not having an HOV facility (Figure 24). 

The data clearly show that the presence of the HOV lane has resulted in a meaningful 

increase in average vehicle occupancy. On the freeways with HOV lanes, in comparison to pre­

HOV lane conditions, the average peak-hour, peak-direction vehicle occupancy has increased 

by 14 to 24 percent. Over the same time period, occupancy on a freeway without an HOV lane 

has remained basically unchanged. 
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Figure 24. Percentage Change (Pre-HOV Lane to Present) in Average Vehicle Occupancy, 
A.M. Peak-Hour, Peak-Direction, Freeways With and Without HOV Lanes 

These data suggest that the transitways have increased vehicle occupancy. For the HOV 

facilities to be successful, it is important that they generate ~ rideshare patrons, not merely 
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divert existing rideshare users to the HOV lane. The next two sections of this report review the 

data relative to changes in caipOOling and bus ridership resulting from the HOV implementation. 

Chanus in CIJ])OOlina 

Survey data suggest that relatively few carpools now using the HOV lanes were existing 

carpools that diverted to the HOV lane from parallel routes (fable 13). This indicates that the 

increases that occurred in average vehicle occupancy were primarily from factors other than this 

diversion. 

Table 13. Carpools That DiTerted to tile HOV Fadlity From 
Parallel Routes 

Percent of HOV Carpoolera Whosc Percent of Those Carpoolera Who 
HOV Facility Prcvioua Mode Was Carpooling! Prcvioualy Uted a Parallel Route" 

1989 1990 1989 1990 

Katy 26% 29% 15% 13% 

Nonh - 40% - 19% 

Gulf 44% - 14% -
Nonhwest 46% 33% 11% IS% 

Unweighted Average 39% 34% 13% 16% 

l'Jbe mode of travel prior to carpooli111 on the HOV lane. 
1Aa an example, in 1990, 13% of 29%, or approximately 4%, of the total carpools u1i111 the Katy HOV lane are carpools that diverted to the 
HOV lane from parallel routes. This doe1 not include carpool• that previously uted the freeway gencral-purpoae lanes. 

Soun:e: Texas Transportation Institute aurveya. 

There have been significant increases in carpool volumes since carpools were allowed to 

use the HOV facilities (Figure 25). Increases in excess of 100 percent are typical. To assess 

the effectiveness of the high-occupancy vehicle lanes, it is necessary to develop estimates of how 

many of the carpools using the HOV lanes are new caipOOls formed largely due to the 

implementation of those priority lanes. 
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Figure 25. Volume of 2+ Carpools (Freeway Plus HOV Lane), A.M. Peak-Hour, 
Peak-Direction, Pre-HOV Lane and Current 

The estimate of new carpools is further complicated in that carpools naturally have 

relatively high turnover rates. Just to keep the carpool volumes constant, many new carpools 

need to be formed to replace those that discontinue. Two approaches exist to try to define this 

impact. First, if HOV lanes create more carpools, it might be reasonable to assume that, 

because of the HOV lane, those carpools would remain in existence longer than would carpools 

in corridors not having HOV facilities. Second, a comparison of the changes in carpool volumes 

over time between corridors having and not having HOV lanes helps to isolate the impacts of 

the HOV facilities. 
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Available data suggest that carpools in corridors with HOV lanes do remain in existence 

longer than carpools in corridors without HOV lanes (Figure 26). The median age of a carpool 

on an HOV facility is over two times greater than the median carpool age on a non-HOV 

facility. It appears that the presence of an HOV lane is causing carpools to remain in existence 

longer. 
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Figure 26. Median Age of a Carpool in Corridors With and 
Without High-Occupancy Vehicle Lanes 

Comparing what has occurred on freeways with HOV lanes to what has taken place over 

the same time period on freeways without HOV lanes helps to isolate the impacts of the HOV 

facilities (Figure 27). The magnitude of increase that has occurred on the freeways with priority 
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lanes simply has not taken place in the corridor without a transitway. 11 The increase in 

carpools on the freeways with transitways has been several times greater than what has been 

experienced on a freeway without an HOV lane. Since the major difference in the corridors 

being compared is the availability of an HOV lane, a conclusion is that the priority lane is a 

significant factor in creating new carpools. 
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Figure 27. Percent Change {Pre-HOV Lane to Present) in 2+ Carpool Volumes, A.M. 
Peak-Hour, Peak-Direction, Freeway.Volume Plus HOV Lane Volume 

Other approaches exist for identifying that component of carpooling that has been created 

as a result of the HOV lane. One indicator is the "previous mode" of travel for carpoolers; that 

is, prior to carpooling on the HOV lane, how was the trip made (Figure 28). Those data 

11 It is worth noting that, until 1990, there had been no increase in carpool volumes on the 
Southwest Freeway since 1984. Part of the increase in 1990 may be the result of the 
construction now taking place in that corridor. 
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indicate that somewhere between 40 percent and 60 percent of current ca.rpoolers on the HOV 

lanes were previously in "drive alone" vehicles; as the HOV lanes become more mature and 

carpool volumes increase, this percentage has also been increasing. The sum of "drive alone" 

plus "new trips", which in 1990 was in the range of 43 percent to 63 percent of total carpools 

on the HOV lanes, can be considered as an initial indication of the volume of new carpools 

created as a result of the HOV lane. 
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Figure 28. Previous Mode of Travel for HOV Lane Carpoolers 

However, as pointed out above, due to the relatively high turnover rate of carpools, at 

least some of those with a previous mode of "drive alone ... would, in all likelihood, have formed 
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carpools regardless of whether an HOV lane were present. 12 To try to identify this portion of 

carpool demand, carpoolers using the transitway were surveyed to assess the importance of the 

HOV lane in their decision to carpool. 

One question asked was "how important was the transitway in your decision to carpool?" 

The responses (Table 14) suggest that the HOV lane was "somewhat important" or "very 

important" in the decision to carpool to over 80 percent of the HOV carpoolers surveyed in 

1990; that percentage has generally been increasing over time as more carpools form. 

HOV Facility 

Katy 

North 

Gulf 

Northwest 

Unweighted Average 

Table 14. Respoases to Question •How Importaat W• the Tramitway 
ia Your Decisioa to Carpool?~ 

Rcspo11.1e (percent) 

V cry Important Somewhat Important Not Important 

1989 1990 1989 1990 1989 

73 64 14 20 13 

- 60 - 21 -
48 - 19 - 33 

56 74 20 9 24 

S9 66 18 17 23 

Source: Texas Transportation lnlllitute 1Urvey1. 

1990 

17 

19 

-
17 

17 

A second question asked carpoolers if they would be carpooling if there were no 

transitway (Table 15). In the 1990 surveys, over half the respondents said "no" or "not sure". 

Implementation of the HOV lanes appears to have lengthened the median life of a carpool 

and increased the volume of carpools. The type of increase in carpooling experienced on 

freeways with HOV facilities simply has not taken place on a freeway that does not have an 

HOV facility. The surveys indicate that the ·HOV lane is an important factor in the decision to 

carpool. It appears that, on the HOV lanes surveyed in 1990, approximately half of the current 

12 Similarly, some of the existing carpools would have changed to a drive alone mode. 
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HOV carpoolers previously drove alone and formed a carpool as a result of the HOV facility 

(fable 16). 

Table 15. Response to Question •If Cbe Trusitway Had Not Opeaed to Carpools, 
Would Yoa Be Carpoolina Now?" 

~(percent) 

HOV Facility Ye1 No Not Sure 

1989 1990 1989 1990 1989 

Katy 42 37 42 43 16 
North - 48 - 40 -
Gulf 68 - 20 - 12 
North.welt 52 45 30 39 18 

Unweiafited Avenge 54 43 31 41 IS 

Source: Tex.al Tramponation lnllitute surveys. 

1990 

20 
12 

-
16 

16 

Thus, on afreeway with an HOV facility that has operated several years and offers 

meaningful time savings, the presence of that HOV facility can be expected to essentially 

double carpooling. 

Table 16. F.#imated Impact of HOV Laoes la Formia& New Carpools 

Apparent Ii New 
Carpools Baled 

HOV Facility on Prcviou1 
Mode' 

1989 1990 

Katy 61" 62fi 
North - 43fi 
Gulf 45fi -
Nortbwat 48fi 57fi 

Unweisbted Average 5lfi 54fi 

9Tbe 111111 of •drove a1one• and "new 1rip1" 
~Table 15. 

1989 

<t2fi 

-
68fi 
52fi 

54fi 

Would You Carpool if No Tranaitway2 

Ya No Not Sure 

1990 1989 1990 1989 1990 

37fi 42fi 43fi 16fi 20fi 
48fi - "°" - llfi 
- 20fi - llfi -

45fi 30r; 39'(. 18fi 16fi 

43r; 31 Ii 41 t> 151> 16fi 

Bat. Ii of 1990 
TraDJitway 

Carpools Formed 
Due&o 

Tlllllitway 

53fi 
46fi 
26fi• 
47fi 

43fi 

911 ii UllUmed that lbe 111111of"DO" relpODIClplu&0oo·hlJfof1be •DOl 1Urc" m1pomeuqualllbe percallapoftotal irauitway carpool• 
that were formed due co u..>lomemior the irauitway. The previou.I mode mpolllC providca a io,ic chock for du. coachllion. 
41989 data. 

Source: Tcxu Tramportatioa lnllitute 1UtVey1. 
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HOV Carpool Benefits 

Carpool use of HOV facilities increases operational and enforcement problems. 

However, this use also creates several benefits, including: 1) an increase in the perception that 

the HOV lanes are adequately utilized; 2) the capability to serve travel patterns, particularly 

suburban-to-suburban travel, that can be difficult to serve with conventional, fixed-route bus 

service; and 3) a lowering of the public operating cost per passenger-mile on the HOV facility. 

Percevtion of Underutilization 

A common criticism of HOV lanes is that, based on the vehicular volumes using the 

lanes, they can appear to be underutilized. Previous research13 in Texas has shown that, unless 

peak-hour HOV volumes are at least 400 to 500 vph, a strong perception of underutilization is 

likely to exist. On the Houston HOV lanes, bus volumes are generally less than 70 buses per 

hour, and vanpool volumes are typically below 30 vehicles per hour. Thus, carpools are the 

means of greatly increasing vehicular volume on the HOV facilities. Typically, 95 percent of 

the vehicle volume on the HOV lanes is carpools. Consequently, carpools can be an effective 

tool for increasing the perception that the HOV lane is adequately utilized. 14 

Travel to Locations Other Than Downtown 

As was shown previously in this report (see Table 9), the overwhelming majority of HOV 

bus service is oriented to downtown. While that serves a useful purpose, it does not necessarily 

help in serving the growing travel to other major employment centers. A significant percentage 

of HOV carpool trips are not to the downtown (see Table 10), and implementing the HOV lanes 

has greatly increased the volume of carpools traveling to the other three major activity centers 

13 Texas Transportation Institute Research Report 484-10. 

14 Additional discussion of this perception issue is included in Section VIII of this report. 
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(Table 17). That volume has more than tripled (Figure 29). Being able to help serve these 

dispersed trips contributes to the effectiveness of the HOV lanes. 
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Figure 29. Increase (Pre-HOV to Present) in Peak-Hour 2+ Carpool Volumes 
Destined to Major Non CBD Activity Centers, All Houston HOV Lanes 

Marginal Public Qperating Cost 

Unlike bus transit service, carpools are privately owned vehicles, and their operation does 

not require a direct public operating subsidy. Some additional operational and enforcement costs 

are incurred because carpools are allowed to use the priority facilities. If it is assumed that 

approximately half of the total operating and enforcement cost should be assigned to carpools 

(See Table 5), the public operation cost for carpools is considerably less than one cent per 

passenger-mile (see Table 7), which helps make the HOV lanes alternative transportation im-
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HOV Facility 

K!U'. 

% increue 

North 

% increase 

Northwest 

~ increate 

TOTAL 

% increue 

Table 17. i.t.reues in A.M. Peak-Period Carpooliac to Ille MtUor Suhu.rban Activity 
Cmers, Pre-HOV Lue to PnseM 

Activity Center and 2+ Carpool Vehicle Volumea 

GalleriafPOlt Oak Greenway Plaza Texa1 Medical Center 

Pre-HOV 1990 Pre-HOV 1990 Pre-HOV 1990 
Volume Volume Volume Volume Volume Volume 

170 S3S 49 201 43 223 

- +21S% - +310% - +419% 

169 509 75 153 56 173 

- +202% - +104% - +209% 

82 668 27 131 SS 130 

- +715% - +385% - +136% 

421 1712 151 484 154 526 

- +307% - +221% - +242% 

Note: Volumes llhown in carpool vehicle• per hour. t 990 volumes include boch freeway general-purp0te lane and HOV lane carpools. 

Source: Texas Transportation Imtitute data collection. 

provements. Carpools, which are serving roughly 60 percent of total HOV person trips, are 

accommodated on the HOV lanes at a minimal marginal cost (refer to Figure 9). 

Bus Transit Operations 

Data shown previously (see Table 9) indicate that the HOV facilities have been successful 

in attracting a new type of bus rider. Young, educated, professional Texans are riding buses 

on the high-occupancy vehicle lanes. This section of the report presents data describing HOV 

impacts on bus transit. 
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Chan&es in Bus Ridership 

The previous section determined that the HOV lanes have been responsible for creating 

a significant volume of new carpools. The available data suggest that these priority lanes have 

also caused significant increases in bus ridership. 

With the opening of the HOV lanes, significant increases in bus ridership have been 

realized (Figure 30). In the North Freeway corridor, there was essentially no bus service prior 

to the opening of the contraflow lane in 1979. It appears that the HOV lanes have been a 

meaningful factor in generating the ridership increases that have been observed. 
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Figure 30. Number of Bus Riders, A.M. Peak-Hour, Peak-Direction, 
Pre-HOV Lane and Current 
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An examination of the previous mode of travel for HOV bus riders provides an indication 

that the HOV lanes have created new bus riders (Figure 31). These data suggest that fewer than 

30 percent of existing HOV lane bus riders rode a bus prior to using the HOV lane. Over a 

third previously drove alone. The unweighted average of the survey data regarding previous 

mode of travel indicates that: 39 percent drove alone; 14 percent carpooled or vanpooled; 22 

percent rode a bus; and 25 percent did not make the trip. 

6 Previous Mode 

5195 - Drove Alone 
(JJ 5 ~Carpool or Vanpool 
c c::J Bus 
ro n ~New Trip -' lf) 

> D 4095 
0 39% 0 D 4 

I 
' 

D ' 
0 u 
·- lf) 
L L 3 ().) (l) 0.. u 17% 
I ·-.:::J. a: ro 4980 (]J lf) 2 0.. :J 16% 1690 m 38% 

2 
4596 

<( 4 1496 
28% 1096 

30% 2-4% 

1896 2496 
0 

North Katy Gu If Nort.hwest 

'Volume data are for 1990, previoua mode perccntagee from 1989 11Urvey. 

Source: See data in appendices. 

Figure 31. Previous Mode of Travel for HOV Lane Bus Riders, 1990 

T!'ie HOV lane bus riders have been surveyed on numerous occasions to help determine 

the importance of the HOV lane in their decision to ride a bus. The data suggest that the 

availability of an HOV lane has been an important consideration in deciding to ride a bus (Table 

18). The HOV lane has been an unimportant consideration for fewer than 10 percent of the 
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riders surveyed in 1990. Over time, the importance of the HOV lane in attracting riders appears 

to be increasing. 

HOV Facility 

Tallie 18. R.espome to Qul8lioD •&ow laportat Wu dte OpEllliaa of dte Traasitway 
ill Your Decilioa to Ride a Bus?" 

Reirpome to Quellion (percent) 

Very Important Somewhat Imponant Not Important 

1988 1989 1990 1988 1989 1990 1988 1989 

Katy 68 72 72 I& 17 19 14 11 
North - - 73 - - 17 - -
Gulf - 54 - - 22 - - 24 
North welt - 71 76 - 21 15 - a 

Unweighted Average 68 66 74 18 20 17 14 14 

Source: Texas TranBporution lnltiblte 111rvey1. 

1990 

9 
10 
-
9 

9 

A second question asked bus riders if they would be riding a bus if there were no HOV 

lane (fable 19). For the more mature facilities (North and Katy), approximately 33 percent of 

the bus riders said "yes". The data for the facilities surveyed in 1990 suggest that about half 

of total bus ridership would not be riding the bus if there were no HOV facility. The responses 

to the question from the Katy surveys have been consistent for the past several years. 

HOV Facility 

Katy 
North 
Gulf 
Not1hweat 

Unweighted Average 

Table 19. Response to Question •If the Traasitway Had Not <>t-ed, 
Would You he R.idin& a Bus Now?• 

Apparent% .Response to Queltion (percent) 
New 1990Bu1 
Riden Baled Ye. No Not Sure 
on Previous 

Mode' 1989 1990 1989 1990 1989 1990 

S2 32 3S 36 31 32 33 
S2 - 33 - 37 - 30 
47 56 - 22 - 22 -
SS 41 41 39 JS 20 24 

S2 43 36 32 34 2S 29 

'The 111m of 'drove alone• and •new trip1". 

Est. % of 1990 Bus 
Ridenihip 

Formed Due to HOV 
Lane2 

47% 
52% 
33%' 
47% 

45% 

211 i1 auumed that the 111m of •oo• l'CllpOllAel plu1 one-half of the •not 111re• rnpomea equal• the percenta1e of total HOV bu1 riders that are 
ridioi a bu1 due to the presence of the HOV lane. Tbe •prcvioua mode" data provide a k>Jic cbecll: for lhia coocluaion. 

SJ:rom 1989 111rvey. 

Source: Tex11 Transportation Jmtitute 111rvey1. 

With the implementation of the HOV lanes, at least two factors are working to increase 

bus ridership. First, the HOV lane offers the bus riders numerous advantages, such as a faster 
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trip and a more reliable trip time. However, with the opening of the HOV lanes, Metro has also 

increased the frequency of the bus service in the corridors (these increases were, however, 

generally in response to ridership increases). This increased frequency of bus service, by itself, 

would have resulted in increases in transit ridership. A general "rule of thumb" is that a ten 

percent increase in bus frequency will result in a five to six percent increase in bus ridership. 15 

As indicated in the footnote, the results shown in Figure 32 significantly overstate the impacts 

of increases in bus frequency and, as a result, understate the impacts of the HOV lane. 

Nevertheless, it is clear that the presence of the HOV lane must be a major explanatory variable 

in accounting for increases in transit usage in the corridors. 
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Source: See data in apprendices. 

Figure 32. Estimated Percentage of HOV Bus Riders Riding 
the Bus Because of the HOV Facility 

15 This elasticity is generally applied to relatively small increases in bus service. Applying 
it to the large increases that have occurred on the HOV facilities probably significantly 
overstates the impact of service frequency on bus ridership. 
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Bus ridership has also increased more rapidly in corridors having HOV lanes than it has 

in a corridor without an HOV lane (Figure 33). Again, these data seem to confirm that the 

HOV lane has been a primary force in increasing bus ridership. Peak-period, peak-direction 

ridership has increased by over 100 percent in the corridors with HOV lanes; the increases in 

peak-hour ridership have been even greater than the peak-period increases. 
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v Q) 0 I.. Q. 
()) 
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Katy Northwest. S.W. 

Freeway WIO 
Freeways W/HOV Lanes 

HOV Lanes 

Note: North Freeway data not lhown since no bus acrvice existed prior to implementation of the HOV contraflow lane. 

1nie Katy increase i1 overstated due to a diversion of Southwest Freeway buaea to the Katy HOV lane. Without that divenion, the Katy increase 
would be 220 % . 

11989 data for the Southwest Freeway are used inllead of 1990 data to develop thi1 change. Thia i1 due to the divenion of Southwest buses 
to the Katy HOV lane during 1990. 

Source: See data in appendices. 

Figure 33. Change (Pre-HOV Lane to Present) in A.M. Peak-Period, Peak­
Direction Bus Ridership, Freeways With and Without HOV Lanes 

Thus, on a freeway with an HOV facility that has operat.ed several years and offers 

meaningful time savings, the presence of that HOV facility can be expected to at. least double 

transit ridership. 

59 



Chanee in Park-and-Ride Lot Utilization 

As would be expected, significant increases in the use of park-and-ride lots has also 

occurred in the corridors with high-occupancy vehicle lanes (Figure 34). In both the Northwest 

and the Katy corridors, nearly a 200 percent or greater increase in the use of the park-and-ride 

lots has been experienced. In a corridor not having a high-occupancy vehicle lane, there has 

been only a small change in park-and-ride usage during the same period of time. 
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Source: Sec data in appendices. 

Figure 34. Percent Change (Pre-HOV lane to present) in Daily Vehicles Parked 
in Corridor Park-and-Ride Lots 

Enhancement of Bus Service 

A major reason for implementing HOV lanes is to enhance bus operations. The high­

occupancy vehicle lanes offer higher travel speeds and more reliable trip times. Efforts are 
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currently being made to provide more extensive documentation of the impacts of the HOV 

facilities on Metro's bus operations. Preliminary data suggest these impacts are substantial. 

Compared to conditions that existed prior to HOV lane implementation, average bus 

operating speeds have increased dramatically (fable 20). On average, peak-hour bus operating 

speeds have more than doubled, increasing from 26 mph to 54 mph. Also, previous research16 

has illustrated that, based on a comparison of standard deviations, travel times in the HOV lanes 

are much more reliable and consistent than are travel times on the freeway mainlanes. Figure 

35 provides an indication of the impacts that the HOV lanes can have on bus schedules during 

the peak hour. Due to the increase in bus operating speeds, schedule times have been cut 

significantly. 

Table 20. A-.erage A.M. Peak-Hour Bus Opentina Speeds, Wore HOV lmplemeatation and CUITI!Dt 

Bus Operating Speed (mph) 
Freeway 

Before HOV Current Percent Increase 

Katy 23 53 130% 
North 20 56 180% 
Gulf 31 so 61% 
Northwest 29 57 97% 

Unweighted Average 26 54 108% 

Source: See data in appendices. 

Metro17 has performed operational analyses of some of the recent enhancements 

to the HOV facility system. Analyses were performed for improvements to the 

Northwest, Katy, and North HOV lanes. The following modest improvements were 

analyzed by Metro. 

16 Texas Transportation Institute Research Report 339-12. 

17 Metropolitan Transit Authority, "Transitway Analysis". April 1991. 
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lpCCds. 

Sou.,;e: Mcttopolit.ln Transit Aulhority bu• .chedulcs. 

Figure 35. Bus Schedule Time, A.M. Peak-Hour Service to Downtown, "Before" 
and "After" HOV Lane Development 

• Northwest HOV Lane. In April 1990, the direct ramp from the Northwest 
Station park-and-ride lot to the transitway was opened. 

• North Freeway. For construction purposes, the 3.8-mile section of HOV 
lane from North Shepherd to West Road was closed during 1988. It 
reopened in January 1989. 

• Katy Freeway. A 1.5-mile eastern extension of the 11.5-mile Katy HOV 
lane opened in January 1990. 

A summary of the impacts of these improvements is presented in Table 21. 
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TaWe 21. llm OperatioDal lmpacCs of fnh1PCt111eau to tlae HOV Fllcilities 

Schedule Tlllle (min.) 
HOV Facility 

Before After Improvement 
Improvement 

Norlhwelt1 

Route 214 44 30 

Nor1h2 

Route 204 40 28 
Route 207 31 23· 

Total - -
Katy' 

Route 228 30 24 

'The improvement i1 ramp from the park-and-ride lot to the HOV lane. 
3'.rhe improvemenl i1 re-opening a 3 .8-mile 1eetion of the HOV lane. 
3'.rhe improvement is a l .S mile extemion to !he Katy HOV lane. 

Bui Opcratio111 Saving• 

Bus Houn Saved Equivalent Buaea 
Saved 

14.9 4 

- -
- -
20 5 

6.4 2 

•A part of this 11ving1 is the reault of more efficient allocation of routes to bus operating facilities. 

Source: Metropolitan Transit Authority of Hanis County. 

Amwal Operating 
Colt Savings 

(1000s) 

ss• 

-
-
115 

117 

While the changes in Metro service are notice.able, in comparison to the opening of the 

major sections of HOV lane, the impacts of these modest HOV lane enhancements are small. 

During 1990, the presence of the HOV lanes reduced the revenue bus hours required to provide 

the service by over 31,000. For commuter bus service in 1990, the average Metro cost was 

$152 per revenue hour. Thus, the HOV time savings effectively reduced Metro's 1990 bus 

operating costs by approximately $4.8 million. 

Bus Operatin& Costs18 

On a systemwide basis, Metro recovers about 23 percent of operating costs from the fare 

box (Table 22). The commuter routes, which have a higher fare structure, perform somewhat 

better than the local routes in this regard. However, the operating subsidy per passenger is 

greater for the commuter system. 

18 From "Quarterly Ridership and Route Performance Report, June 1990." Metropolitan 
Transit Authority. 
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Table ll. Jleu.aoo-CO:St Ratios and Subsidy Per r......-, M«n> Bus Serrice, 
Annie Weekday 

Type of Service Pauenger Boarding• Revenue/Colt Subaidy Per Pu11engcr 

Local 263,680 19.6" $1.52 
Commuter 24.206 34.6~ $3.29 

Syatcmwide 287,886 22.H Sl.67 

'Commuter 11ervice include• all park-and-ride 1ervicc, DOl jutt the park-and-ride that UICI HOV faciliticl. See Table 23. 

Source: Metropolitan Tranait Authority of Harri• County. 

Thus, providing the commuter bus service on the HOV lanes requires an operating 

subsidy. Table 23 provides an estimate of the annual subsidy per passenger required to operate 

the bus service on the high-occupancy vehicle lanes. The HOV bus service operated from the 

park-and-ride lots shown in that table recovers approximately 39 percent of operating costs from 

fare box revenue. 

In general, an operating subsidy of $3.00 is re.quired for each passenger trip using the 

HOV lanes on a bus. Data suggest that, in 1990, approximately 5.85 million passenger trips 

were made by bus on the HOV lanes; thus, the total bus operating subsidy for HOV lane service 

was in the range of $18 million in 1990. 
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HOV Lane and Avj. Wukday Subaidy Per 
Bw.Routc1 Pauenger·Trip1 Pauenger Trip 

Katy 

Well Beh (210) 381 $4.22 
Addicb (228) 2,378 $3.57 
~&land (221) 797 $5.36 

Sub-total 3,566 $4.03 

Nortb' 

N. Shepherd (201) 1,088 $3.32 
Kuykendahl (202) 3,129 $2.90 
Seton Lake (212) 1,664 $2.lS 
Spring (204) 1,716 SI.46 
FM 1960 (207) ....i1Q $3.83 

Sub·Toul 8,067 $2.57 

Gulf 

Edjebrook (245) 1,237 $4.29 
Bay Area (246) I.605 $1.66 

Sub-Total 2,842 $2.81 

Nor1hwe51 

W. Little York (216) 290 $2.76 
Pinemont (218) 338 $2.00 
N.W. Station (214) 1.155 $3.39 

Sub-Total 2,383 $3.12 

Iota! HQV System 16,858 $3.00 

10nly data for routca 1erving downcown are ahown. Thi• ia vittually all oflhc 1ervice. 
2Daily 1Ubaidy multiplied by 250. 
2Data from Woodlands lot, which is not a Metro operated lot, are not l!lown. 

Source: Metropolitan Ttlll8it Authority. 
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R.evemae!Cost Eatimatcd Annual 
Subaidf 
(1000s) 

lS% $ 402 
33% $ 2,122 

~ s 1.068 
31% $ 3,592 

27$ $ 903 
3Hl $ 2,268 
44% s 936 
59% $ 626 
35% ~ 
42% $ 5,183 

26% s 1,327 
55% ~ 
42% $ 1,993 

39% $ 200 
42% $ 169 
34% U&1 
36% $ 1,856 

39% $12,624 





V. HOV LANE IMPACTS ON FREEWAY GENERAL-PURPQSE 

LANE OfERATIONS 

Data presented previously have shown that the HOV lanes have increased the overall 

average vehicle occupancy characteristic of the roadways. Desirably, the implementation of a 

high-occupancy vehicle lane, regardless of how much utiliz.ation it generates, will not unduly 

impact the operation of the freeway mainlanes. The HOV lane should also improve the overall 

efficiency of the roadway. 

Impacts on Freeway General-Purpose Lane Operations 

It has been demonstrated previously that HOV facilities, to be "successful", must offer 

a significant travel time savings. As such, they are congestion-dependent improvements; that 

is, severe congestion must exist on the freeway mainlanes in order for the HOV lane to be able 

to offer a significant travel time savings. 

Available data suggest that the implementation of high-occupancy vehicle lanes, with a 

design similar to that being used in Houston, does not greatly affect the operation of the freeway 

general-purpose lanes, in spite of the fact that the transitways are moving several thousand 

persons in the peak hour (Table 24). Current per lane volumes on the North and Northwest 

freeways are within ten percent of what they were prior to HOV lane implementation; that is the 

same basic conclusion that was reached in 1989. The increased volume on the Katy Freeway 

appears to be attributable to eliminating a downstre.am bottleneck. While speeds on some 

freeways have actually increased since transitway implementation, this is largely attributable to 

factors other than the transitway implementation. Plots of freeway travel speeds, prior to HOV 

lane implementation and current, are shown in Figure 36. 
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Figure 36. Freeway Peak-Period Spee.els on Mainlanes, Pre-Transitway and Current 
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Table l4. Freeway General-Purpose Lue Opentioa, Prior te HOV and Current 

HOV Facility or Freeway 

Freeway Gcnem-Pllrpoac Katy North Nonhwellt Gulf 

Laoc Data 
Pre- CulT'Cnt Pre- Cu!T'Cot Pre- CulT'Cnt Pre- Current 
HOV HOV HOV HOV 

Vehicle Volume/Hour/Lane' 

A.M. Peak Hour 1320 1835 1650 1795 1790 1940 - -
A.M. Peak Period 1250 1605 - - 1"60 1570 - -

Freeway Peak-Hour Speed', mph 23 33 20 33 28 28 - -
Accidenta per MVM' 1.34 1.28 1.82 1.90 0.61 0.72 1.79 1.45 

'Peak-period 1peed1 arc for 3.5 hour period. 
2Many facton Olher than HOV implementation have bad a more sipificant impact on freeway openti1111peed1. 
'Accident rate cxprc11ed as accidcnta per million vehicle milc1. Accidents were evaluated for the following roadway acctiom: Katy, Gessner 
to Post Oak (4.7 mi.); Nonh, N. Shepherd to Hoian (7.8 mi.); Nonhwut., Little Yortto 1-610 (7.7 mi.); and Gulf, Broadway to Dowling (6.3 
mi.). 

Source: See data in appendices. 

Implementation of some of the HOV lanes has involved narrowing traffic lanes and inside 

shoulders. As a result, potential accident impacts have been a concern. Due to the ongoing 

construction that has occurred in many of the corridors (e.g., interchanges with Beltway 8 on 

Katy and Northwest Freeways), it is difficult to establish meaningful roadway segments for 

comparing pre-HOV lane and current conditions. Table 24 presents the most relevant data. 

Accident rates are slightly higher on some roadways and slightly lower on others; the 

unweighted average accident rate has declined from 1.39 accidents per MVM prior to the HOV 

lanes to 1.34 accidents per MVM currently. It appears that HOV lane implementation has not 

significantly impacted freeway accident rates. 

Parallel Route Volumes 

It is commonly postulated that, as a result of implementing a transitway, significant 

rideshare volumes of travel divert to the HOV from parallel routes. Thus, even though mainlane 

freeway volumes may not change, it is postulated that volumes on parallel routes may show 

decreases. 
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Two different efforts have been pursued to attempt to determine whether this has 

occurred. First, transitway carpoolers have been asked which route they travelled prior to using 

the transitway. And second, volume counts on parallel routes have been taken in the Northwest 

and Gulf corridors to see if a perceptible change has occurred. 

The survey data from the HOV carpool surveys are summarized in Table 25. It appears 

that between 10 percent and 20 percent of HOV lane carpoolers previously traveled on a parallel 

roadway. Given typical carpool volumes on the HOV lanes, this would equate to roughly 75 

to 150 vehicles in the peak hour. 

Table 25. HOV LIU1e Carpooler Responses to tbe Question •Prior to Carpoolina on the Transitway, 
How Did you Normally Make tile Trip?" 

Response HOV Lane 

Katy Nol'lh Gulf Nol'lhwest 

1989 1990 1989 1990 1989 1990 1989 1990 

On the tranaitway (bus or van) 16% lS'lt - 22% 17% - 17% 14% 
On the freeway general-pul"p01ll: lanea 64% 68% - 58% 68% - 68% 67% 
On a parallel street or highway 9% 13% - 19% 10% - 10% lS'lt 
Did not make this trip ll'lt 4'lt - l 'lt 5% - 5% 4% 

Source: Texas Transpol'Lltion Institute surveys. 

In two of the corridors, volume counts have been conducted on parallel routes. These 

data are depicted in Figure 37. There is no reason to conclude from these data that the opening 

of the transitways brought about a significant decrease in parallel route volumes, although a 

small decline may have occurred. Rather than reducing peak vehicle volumes, the transitways 

appear to be a means of increasing person volume without a corresponding increase in vehicle 

volume. 
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Impacts on Overall Roadway Efficiency 

The HOV facilities are intended to move substantial volumes of commuters at relatively 

fast speeds. As such, successful HOV lane implementation should improve the overall efficiency 

of a freeway. For purposes of this study, the peak-hour efficiency of the freeway is expressed 

as the multiple of the peak-hour person volume times the speed at which that volume is moved. 

It is expressed on a per lane basis. 

In all cases for which data are available, the implementation of the HOV lane has 

increased the overall efficiency of the facility (Table 26). It appears that, on a facility with a 

mature HOV lane, the priority lane should increase the per lane efficiency, compared to pre­

transitway conditions, by an absolute value of at least 20; this level of increase has been attained 

on the North, Katy, and Northwest Transitways. These increases in efficiency have been larger 

than those experienced on a freeway that does not have an HOV lane (Figure 38). 

Freeway 

North 

Katy 

Northwest 

Southwest' 
(w/o ttanaitway) 

Table 26. F.stimated Chaaae in A.M. Peak·Hour, Peak-Direction Per Lane 
Efficiency', "Before" and "After" HOV Lue Implementation 

Current Per Lane Efficiency 

Pre·HOV Lane 
Per Lane Freeway Freeway HOV Lane Combined Freeway 

Efficiency (2) (3) & HOV Lane 
(1) (4) 

42 68 248 105 

39 63 231 105 

62 57 168 85 

68 60 - 60 

Absolute Increuc in 
Per Lane Efficiency 
Due to HOV Lane1 

(5) 

37 

42 

28 

-

1Pcak-hour per lane efficiency ia defined 11 the penon volume per lane time• the averaee lpCCd divided by 1000. Thua, it ii a meuure both 
of lhe penon volume moved and the lpCCd at which that volume iJ moved. 

2Calculated •• followa. Column (4) minus Column (2). 
2For comparilon, thi1 is • fi.oeeway without a ttanai.tway. The pre-tranlitway value i• the 1vera1e of conditiona on the Southwell FroH11y prior 
to implementation of the Katy, the Notthwat, and the Gulf Tr&D1itway1. 
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Figure 38. Change (Pre-HOV Lane to Current) in A.M. Peak~Hour, Peak·Direction 
Roadway Efficiency, Freeways With and Without HOV Lanes 

This criterion has weaknesses. While it can be used to show what the HOV lane has 

done to change per lane efficiency, it does not address what would have happened to overall 

roadway efficiency had the new lane been used as another mixed-flow lane rather than as a 

transitway. This issue merits more attention. 
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VI. AIR QUALITY AND ENERGY CONSIDERATIONS 

Surveys19 have indicated that, while not the primary reasons for implementing high­

occupancy vehicle facilities, air quality and energy conservation are secondary reasons for 

developing these projects. The passage of the 1990 Clean Air Act and the current deliberations 

pertaining to new federal surface transportation legislation increase the emphasis given to the air 

quality and energy conservation impa~ts of alternative transportation improvements. 

Unfortunately, evaluating the effectiveness of HOV projects regarding these issues is difficult. 

As has been shown in previous sections, implementing the high-occupancy vehicle lane 

does not necessarily significantly reduce the vehicular volumes on the freeway general-purpose 

mainlanes; the HOV lane, in effect, is allowing more person movement to be served without 

increasing congestion on the freeway general-purpose lanes. As a result, the travel that takes 

place in the lane that serves as the HOV facility can be an increase in vehicle-miles of travel 

compared to what existed prior to constructing the priority lane. Consequently, in comparison 

to pre-transitway conditions, implementing an HOV lane may well increase the total vehicle­

miles of travel, which will also increase energy consumed and pollutants emitted. 

However, such a conclusion is simplistic. Recognizing that HOV lanes are developed 

in congested corridors and that demand is projected to increase over time, a more appropriate 

question might be "what is the most effective means of serving the travel demand that is 

expected to occur". Thus, the relevant analysis might be to compare, for a given level of travel 

demand, the "add an HOV lane" alternative to both a "do nothing" alternative and to an "add 

another mixed-flow traffic lane" alternative. This comparison needs to recognize that future 

travel demands are likely to be greater than those that currently exist. 

19 "A Description of High-Occupancy Vehicle Facilities in North America", Texas 
Transportation Institute Technical Report 925-1, 1990. 
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This analysis allows the impacts of doing nothing to be quantified.. It also provides data 

that help to answer the question that, if one lane is to be added to a freeway, should that lane 

be designated. as a reversible HOV lane, or should it be designated. as an additional general­

purpose traffic lane. 20 

The analysis presented. in this section of the report utilized. a freeway simulation model 

(FREQ) and applies that model to the Katy Freeway and Transitway. Operation on both the 

freeway mainlanes and the transitway, based on 1990 travel volumes, has been simulated. The 

demand, expressed. as passenger-miles, that existed in 1990 is held constant in comparing 

alternatives. Average vehicJe occupancy is adjusted between alternatives as ne.cessary to reflect 

the observed. impacts of the HOV facility on vehicle occupancy. 

The following three alternatives have been evaluated. 

1. Do nothing. The freeway would have 3 mixed-flow freeway lanes in each direction 
and no HOV facility. This is the condition that existed prior to adding the HOV 
facility to the freeway. 

2. Add a general-purpose freeway lane. This would result in four general-purpose 
freeway lanes in each direction with no HOV facility. It is the condition that would 
have resulted had an additional freeway general-purpose lane been added to the 
freeway instead of an HOV lane. 

3. Add an HOV lane. This is the improvement that was implemented. A reversible 
HOV lane was added to the freeway. Three directional general-purpose freeway 
lanes remain. 

The results of this analysis are shown in Figures 39 and 40. And since demand is 

projected to continue to increase in the future, the HOV lane should over time continue to look 

even more favorable; the HOV alternative provides capacity to serve additional growth, while 

the alternatives that provide only freeway mainlanes operate at capacity in 1990 and are unable 

20 The reversible HOV lane requires approximately the same pavement width as would be 
required. to provide one additional general-purpose lane in each direction. 
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to serve higher volumes. It is recognized that this analysis has limitations (e.g., it does not 

consider the benefits that would accrue from having an additional mixed-flow lane available to 

serve off-peak and off-peak direction travel). However, it is clear that, to serve the passenger­

rnile demand in the peak direction that is occurring today on this particular facility, the HOV 

lane alternative is superior in terms of air quality and energy conservation benefits. 

Analyses of this type on additional freeway corridors are needed to better understand the 

trade-offs between adding freeway lanes as opposed to adding HOV lanes. However, at least 

in the Katy Freeway corridor, the HOV lane alternative offers the most favorable impacts on 

pollutants emitted and energy consumed. 
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Figure 39. Estimated Impacts of HOV Improvements on Air Quality, 
Katy Freeway and HOV Lane 
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Figure 40. Estimated Impacts of HOV Improvements on Energy Consumption, Katy 
Freeway and HOV Lane 
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VII. HIGH-OCCUPANCY VEHICLE LANE COST EFFECTIVENESS 

An objective of HOV projects is that they be cost effective. If these projects are to 

compete for the limited available highway and transit funding, they must be viewe.d as being 

favorable from a cost effectiveness standpoint. 

Data presented previously in this report (Figures 39 and 40) provide.cl an indication of 

how an HOV lane project compares to a general-purpose lane project in one corridor. In that 

corridor, the HOV alternative results in a re.duction in total travel time and energy consumption 

relative to the alternative of adding a general-purpose highway lane. Since those are principal 

variables in determining cost effectiveness, it can be argue.cl that, in at least the Katy Freeway 

corridor, the HOV lane was a more effective improvement than would have been the addition 

of another general-purpose mainlane. This conclusion should be viewed with caution and not 

generalized. The implication is that, in some highly congested corridors with appropriate travel 

patterns, the HOV alternative will rate highly in a benefit-cost analysis. This certainly will not 

be the conclusion for ill (or probably even most) highway corridors. A rather specific set of 

conditions need to be present in a corridor to enhance the relative attractiveness of the HOV 

alternative; in many instances, if an either/or decision needs to be made, general-purpose 

freeway improvements may be preferable to HOV lane implementation. 

The analysis in this report focuses on the HOV facilities that have been built and reviews 

available data to assess whether those projects are cost effective. Many of the potential benefits 

associate.cl with an HOV facility, while possibly significant, are difficult to quantify. Include.cl 

in this potential benefit list are factors such as air quality, energy consumption, impacts on 

regional economic development, impacts of improve.cl bus sche.dule reliability, etc. While these 

are not readily quantifiable, they can, nevertheless, be significant HOV project benefits. 

One benefit that can be quantifie.d relatively easily is the value of the time saved by users 

of the HOV lanes. It would appear that, if the project is cost effective base.cl solely on this 

criterion, the project would be even more cost effective if all the other potential benefits were 
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considered. 21 It must be realized that this approach does not consider certain benefits that can 

be significant. For example, in the Katy corridor it would be necessary to provide four to five 

additional general-purpose lanes if an HOV lane was not serving the high demand it presently 

serves. The cost of these alternative general-purpose lane improvements, costs that are foregone 

by building the HOV lane, are not considered in a benefit assessment that considers only travel 

time savings. 

Depending on the assumptions made concerning the discount rate and project life used 

in the economic analysis, different conclusions can be drawn concerning the level of travel time 

savings required to make the HOV project cost effective based solely on that criterion. 

However, it appears that, as a simplified "rule of thumb", if the average annual value of the 

HOV user travel time savings is at least l 0 percent of the construction cost of the project, the 

transitway project will be cost effective. 22 

21 An argument that has some merit and has not yet been fully resolved is what would 
happen to overall travel time if the new lane added was a mixed-flow lane and not an 
HOV lane. Experience would suggest that expansion of freeway capacity will not, other 
than possibly in the very short term, significantly improve freeway operating speeds 
during peak periods. This does not mean that freeway projects aren't necessary and cost 
effective, it simply suggests they will not eliminate peak-period congestion. Also, as 
shown previously, moving several thousand persons per hour on the Houston transitways 
has not resulted in significantly improved operations on the freeway mainlanes. 
Simulation of the Katy Freeway, also presented previously, suggests that, on that 
particular facility for the current level of demand, the HOV project reduced delay much 
more than would the addition of a general-purpose freeway lane. More simulation of this 
type is needed to more fully address trade-off issues between HOV lanes and general­
purpose freeway lanes. 

22 Assuming a constant stream of benefits over the life of the project (which is conservative 
since benefits should incre.ase over time as HOV utilization and freeway congestion both 
increase), a 20-year project life (again, conservative since no salvage value is included), 
a·4% discount rate, and a $9.25/hour value of time, the present worth factor would be 
13.6. Thus, if operating and maintenance costs are not included (they are relatively 
small), a benefit/cost ratio of approximately 1.4 would result if the annual benefit stream 
equalled 10 % of the initial construction cost. 
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For reasons cited in the footnote, the average annual value of time saved over the life of 

the project should be greater than the amount saved in the early years of the project. Previous 

discussions in this report have identified specific reasons why time savings should be expected 

to increase on all of the Houston transitways. However, if the project appears cost effective 

based on today's level of use, it should prove to be even more cost effective as transitway use 

increases. Table 27 summarizes this analysis. The value of time saved in 1990 is 52 percent 

greater than it was in 1989. 

HOV Facility 

Katy 

North 

Gulf 

Northwe&t 

Total 

Table 27. Auual Value of Tant Sued by HOV lat U1tn • a 
• a Perceat of HOV Lw C..U'Udio9 Coet 

Annual Value Estimated Conatruction Cost Annual Value of Time 
of Time Saved' For Operating Segment, Saved aa a ,; of Coll8lnlction Com 

($millions) ($ millioni;, 1990 dollars) 

HOV Lane HOV lane, HOV Lane HOV Lane, 
and Ramp• Rampa and and Ramp• Rampa and 

Support Facilities Support Facilitie& 

$10.9 $2.S.l $.S4.4 43.4fi 20.0% 

s 4.9 $54.8 $73.3 8.9% 6.7% 

s 0.6 $29.9 $42.3 2.0% 1.4% 

.tU $62.0 $94.0 4.0% 2.7% 

$18.9 $171.8 $264.0 11.0% 7.2% 

'Baled on 1990 time savings for HOV lane uacrs. Doea not include any time saving• by mocorisu in the freeway mainlanes. 
2See Table 3 and appendices. 

Based on this simplistic analysis, under 1990 operating conditions, the Katy HOV facility 

is clearly effective, and the North HOV is marginally effective. This conclusion, based on this 

type of analysis, does not presently apply to the Northwest or Gulf HOV lanes. When all four 

operating HOV lanes are combined, under 1990 conditions the overall system is cost effective 

(based on the cost to construct the HOV lane and ramps) based on this single benefit. Again, 

this simple benefit is not representative of total benefits. 

However, the analysis shown in Table 27 does not include many potential benefits. In 

an effort to compile a more complete listing of costs and benefits associated with one of the 
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HOV facilities, Table 28 was prepared. Based on the costs and benefits listed in that table, and 

based on usage levels in 1990, the Katy HOV facility had a benefit-cost ratio of more than 4.0. 

The actual benefits quantified in that table are nearly five times greater than the value of the time 

saved by HOV lane users (that value of time is the only benefit considered in Table 27). 

Table 28. F.&timated Costs IUld BeDefits or die Katy HOV Lane, 1990 

Coll or Benefit Category Dollars (milliona) 

£2! 

Capital Cost' 
Operating Cost 

Enforcement and Operations 2 

Bus Subsidy' 

TOTAL COST 

Benefits 

HOV User Travel Time Savings• 
Bus Operating Cost Savingr 
Freeway Construction Foregone6 
Freeway General-Purpose Travel Time Savings' 
Reduced Fuel Consumption• 

TOT AL Benefits 

BenefitlCost Ratio 

'I 0 percent of HOV capital cost, assumed to be the annualized cost. 
'Based on $250,000 per year for operating and enforcement aupport. 
'Based on a subsidy of $4.03 per bus passenger on the Katy HOV lane (sec Table 23). 
'"The value of !he time saved by usen of the HOV facility (ace Table 27). 

$5.5 

0.3 
7.2 

$13.0 

$10.9 
1.5 

17.6 
18.S 

_i1. 

$52.8 

4.1 

"Ibe reduction in bus openiting costs due to the reduction of revenue hours of bus service due to the higher bus operating speeds on the HOV 
lane. Cost per revenue hour for Metro commuter bua aervice i1 SlS2. 

'Assume& that, if the HOV lanes were not provided, at least four additional general-purpose lane• would be needed to provide the equivalent 
peak-hour capacity. Cost per lane mile assumed to be $4 million. Ten percent of tOlal colll is assumed to h¢ the annual cost. Counting both 
freeway construction foregone and frcew1y reneral-purposc travel time aavinra could be considered as double counling 1>¢nefits. 

'Simulation analy1e1111gge1t lhat penon-boura of travel time in the freeway mainlanes would increa&e 1ignificanlly if the HOV lane did not exist 
and all penon movement waa handled in the general-purpose lanea. Thia is an estimatt of lhe value of the increase that would result in travel 
time on the general-purpoae lanes if there were not HOV lane. 

'1'he HOV alternative, compared wilh an all general-purpose lane alternative, reduces fuel consumption. 

On a regular basis, the Texas Transportation Institute has quantified the annual congestion 

cost in Houston. Analyses suggest that the HOV lanes presently in place are reducing the 

congestion index in the Houston area by about four percent. This translates to a annual cost of 

congestion of approximately $115 million on an areawide basis. 
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VIII. DOES THE HOV LANE PROGRAM HAYE PUBLIC SUPPORT? 

Since the HOV lane system being developed in Houston is unique, is viewed as a major 

means of serving future growth in travel, and involves the expenditure of over $700 million in 

tax monies, public attitudes pertaining to HOV facility development have been an area of 

continued interest. Desirably, for this program to continue to move forward, it should have 

public support. 

Since 1985, both individuals that use the HOV facilities as well as individuals not using 

the high-occupancy vehicle lanes have been surveyed to identify their attitudes concerning these 

priority lane projects. Surveys have been performed both on freeways that have HOV lanes 

(Katy, North, Northwest and Gulf) and on a freeway (Eastex) that does not presently have an 

HOV lane. Two primary issues have been addressed: 1) are the HOV facilities good 

transportation improvements; and 2) are the HOV lanes sufficiently utilized. 

Are the HOV Lanes Good Transportation Improvements? 

Acceptance of the high-occupancy vehicle facilities as effective improvements is 

extremely high and has been increasing over time. In all three of the corridors surveyed in 1990 

(Table 29), over 70 percent of the motorists in the freeway mainlanes (Il21 HOV lane users) 

viewed these projects favorably. Of those motorists surveyed, fewer than 15 percent felt the 

transitways were not good transportation improvements; this is similar to what was found in a 

1988 survey on a freeway (Eastex) that does not have a transitway. The trend of increasing 

acceptance of the HOV lanes over time is reflected in Figure 41. 
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"Are the transitways being developed in Houston 
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Figure 41. Trends in Public Attitudes Concerning HOV Lane Development 

The responses shown in Table 29 and Figure 41 are those of the motorists using the 

congested freeway mainlanes during peak periods. While these individuals may perceive that 

they are receiving relatively few direct benefits (e.g., freeway congestion has not, in general, 

been noticeably reduced) from the HOV lane development, they nevertheless strongly indicate 

that, in their opinion, the high-occupancy vehicle lanes represent good transportation 

improvements. 

Thus, strong public suppon for the HOV program exists, and that suppon has been 

increasing over time. 
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Table 29. Responses to the Question "Do You Fee die TraDlitwaya BeiDc DeTeloped 
ill Houston are Good Tramportatioa lmproT•eats?" 

Survey Location and Group Year of Survey 
Rel()Omc• to Quettion 

1985 1986 1987 1988 

fdot.oriltl in Freew•l'. Mainlane1 
fmwa:i:• With Tramitw•l'.• 

North Freeway' 
Yea - 62% - -
No - 20% - -

Not Sure - 2H - -
Katy Freeway 

Yea 41% 36% 60%l 64'1> 
No 35% 43% 24% 22% 

Not Sure 24% 21% 16% 14% 

Northwest Freeway' 
Yes - - - -
No - - - -

Not Sure - - - -
Gulf Freeway' 

Yes - - - -
No - - - -

Not Sure - - - -
Freeway Without Transitway 

&stcx Freeway 
Yes - - - 58% 
No - - - 15% 

Not Sure - - - 27% 

7bc original North Freeway contraflow lane opened in 1979; the North Tranaitway opened in 1984. 
>rhc Katy Transitway opened in October 1984. 
"The Northwest Transitway opened in August 1988. 
~e GulfTransitway opened in May 1988. 
'Avcraae of2 1Urvey1 conducted in 1987. 

Source: Texas Transportation Institute surveys. 

Are the HOV Lanes Sufficiently Utilized? 

1989 

-
-
-

67% 
19% 
14% 

71% 
13'Ai 
16% 

63% 
21 % 
16% 

-
--

1990 

81% 
9% 

1041> 

71% 
16% 
13% 

75% 
11% 
14% 

-
-
-

-
-
-

While the responses in Table 29 indicate that HOV lanes are being overwhelmingly 

accepted as worthwhile transportation improvements, there is less agreement as to whether these 

priority lanes are sufficiently utilized (Tables 30 and 31). The perception that the HOV lanes 

do not carry enough traffic and are, therefore, underutilized is a concern that has existed since 

the initiation of the HOV program. 

85 



Table 30. Rmpoases Crom Usen of tbe Tnua.1itway t& tbe Question •11 the 
Tramitway Sufficieatly Utiliz.ed?'" 

Survey Location and Group Year of Survey 
Rcl!pOlllCI to Quell.ion 

1985 1986 1987 1988 

Katy Transitway Usera 
Bui Riden 

Yea 49% 66% 77% 72% 

No 33% 14$ a 8f> 
Not Sure 18" 20% 16% 20% 

Carpoolcn & V anpooleri 

Yea 33% 43% 82% 45% 
No 46% 35% H 35% 

Not Sure 21% 22% 9% 20% 

Ho!lh Iransitway Users 
Bui Riders 

Yes - 81 $ - -
No - 6% - -
Not Sure - 13$ - -

Vanpoolen and Carpoolers' 

Yes - 84% - -
No - 7% - -
Not Sure - 9% - -

Horthwellt Imnsitway Users 
Bui Riden 

Yc1 - - - -
No - - - -
Not Sure - - - -

Carpoolen &. Vanpoolcrs 

Yea - - - -
No - - - -
Not Suni - - - -

GulfTranaitway Uacn 
Bui Riden 

Yea - - - -
No - - - -
Not Sure - - - -

Carpoolen &. Vanpoolen 

Yes - - - -
No - - - -
Not Sure - - - -

1989 1990 

85% 81% 
5% 4% 

10% 9% 

77% 15% 
14% 15% 
9% 10% 

- 88" 

- 4% 

- H 

- 88" 

- S% 

- 7% 

72% SH 
n; n; 

22% 6% 

15% 87% 
12% 6$ 
13% 7% 

1n -
9% -

16% -

72% -
14S -
14% -

'Thia quctlioo bu been ubd u it applica to bodl trulitway vehicle and penon volumo1. Ill pncrat. the mrpooaea were oot gready different. 
itlaweiabted averaae of l'OlpOlllOI from vanpoolen and carpoolen for 198s.1988. Wciahted avenp in 1989. 1987 survey ill carpoolen only. 
Bctwoon 1987 and 1988, a.m. occupancy requiremoa&a cbanpd from 2+ to 3+ between 6:45 a.m. and 8:15 a.m. Thia belp1 to explain lhe 
widcvarialionin~from 1987!01989. 

'Survey ofvupoolcn in 1986; 111rvey ofvanpoolcn and carpoolcn in 1990. 

Source: Texas Tn.mportation lllll.itute surveys. 
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Table 31. Respoo.se from Noa-Usen of tbe Tnuasitway te tbe Question "ls 
tbe Tnuasitway Sufficleatly Utilized?" 

Survey Location and Group Year of Survey 
llelponae1 IO Quel!ion 

1985 1986 1987 1988 

Kill'. Frcewn M•inlane Motorjlll 

Ye1 3f. 3f. 40f.1 31 f. 2 

No 90'l' 921i 481i 55'l' 
Not Sure 7'l' 51> 121i 141> 

Horth fmw11 Majnlane Motorists 

Ye1 - 261> - -
No - 561> - -

Not Sure - 18$ - -
Northwest FreewaI Mail!!ane Motorist& 

Yu - - - -
No - - - -

Not Sure - - - -
Gulf Freew•I Mainlane Motorists 

Yea - - - -
No - - - -

Not Sure - - - -
1Averap of two aurveya conducted in 1987. 

1989 1990 

311 3a 
53'l' 451> 
161i 18" 

- 321 
- 401i 
- 281 

2lli 29'l' 
Sl'l' 475 
201> 24'1 

21 Ii -
551> -
l41i -

to.ta colloctcd after a.in. pm occupancy requirement for carpools on die trt.mitway wu c:ban,ed from 2 + IO 3 + between 6:45 and 8: 15 a.m. 

Soun:e: Tex.as Tramportation lnllitute 111rvey1. 

Over 75 percent of those who use the HOV lanes feel that those facilities are sufficiently 

utilized (fable 30). This percentage has generally been increasing over time. 

However, the motorists using the general-purpose mainlanes do not feel that the HOV lanes 

are sufficiently utilized (fable 31). The plurality of responses in the three corridors in which 

surveys were conducted in 1990 was that the transitways were not sufficiently utilized. This has 

been a consistent finding over the years. While the percentage of responses indicating that the 

HOV lanes are sufficiently utilized has been increasing noticeably over time, nevertheless, this 

is an issue that will need to continue to be addressed in the formu1ation of strategies for 

operating the HOV facilities. 

87 





IX. CONCLUSIONS 

A 95.5-mile system of freeway HOV lanes is being developed in Houston. As of the end 

of 1990, 46.5 miles of that barrier-separated system were operational, with priority facilities 

operating in four different freeway corridors. 

In this report, it is assumed that the Vrimary goal of the Houston HOV lanes is to cost 

effectively increase the person-movement capacity of the freeways. Achieving this should: 1) 

enhance bus operations; 2) improve air quality; and 3) reduce fuel consumption. Implementation 

of the HOV lanes should not unduly impact the operation of the freeway general-purpose lanes. 

That implementation should have public support. 

This report reviews and analyzes data collected through calendar year 1990 to assess the 

extent to which these objectives are being attained {Table 32). In assessing the performance of 

the HOV lanes, the following quantitative values can be used as guides. 

Objective: Increase Roadway Person Movement 

1. Daily HOV lane ridership (measured in person trips) should be in the range of 10,000 
to 15, 000 or greater. 

2. The HOV lane should increase peak-hour, peak-direction person volume by a percentage 
greater than the percent increase in directional lanes added to the roadway due to HOV 
lane implementation. 

3. The HOV lane should increase the peak-hour, peak-direction average vehicle occupancy 
(persons per vehicle) of the roadway by at least 10 percent to 15 percent. 

• More than 25 percent of the total carpools using the HOV lane should be new 
carpools created because of the HOV lane. 

• More than 25 percent of the total bus riders using the HOV lane should be new bus 
riders created because of the HOV lane. 
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Table 3.2. Poteatial Performance Measures for tbe Houston HOV J..anes, 
A.M. Peak-Hour, J>eak.J>irectioa 

Perl'onnance Mea111re1 

Katr Nortli 
w/HOVLanc w/HOVLanc 

Daily HOV Lane Penon Trip• (12/90) 26,960 19,033 
Pen:elll Jncrea.e over 12189 "6.9$ 69.S% 

$ Cban,ge in Number of Lane/ +33$ +lSS 

$ Clwl,ge in Penon Volume' +100$ +101% 

% Cban,ge in Average Vehicle Occupancy' +24$ +14% 
(peraoJlllvebkle) 

% Change in l+ Carpool Volumes' + 113'111 + 127$ 
% New Carpool• Due to HOV Lane' 53% "6% 

% Change in Peak-Period Bua R.iden +355% NA 
% New Bui R.iden Due to HOV Lane1 47% S2% 

% Clwl,ge in Peak-Hour Bus Speeds +130% +180% 

Annual Savings in Bus Operating Costs $4.8 -
Due to HOV Lane (millions) 

% Change in Vebiclea at Park-and-R.ide Lots +158% NA 

f, Change, Freeway Volumes Per Lane' +39% + 9% 

% Change, Roadway Efficiency' +169% +150% 

HOV Travel Time Savings as a % of 
CofllU'Uction Coat10 43.4% 8.9% 

'The pcn:ent change i1 a comparison of current values with repre.entative pre-HOV lane values. 
'These freeways have operating HOV lanea as of 12/90. 

Freeway 

Gulf' 
wt HOV Lane 

10,025 
23.2% 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 
26% 

NA 
33% 

+61% 

-

+11% 

NA 

NA 

2.0% 

Northweli Southwell' 
w/HOVLane w/o HOV Lane 

11,349 NA 
S6.0$ NA 

+33% NA 

+47% -5% 

+14% -2% 

+183% +25% 
47% NA 

+ton; -6% 
47% NA 

+97% -11% 

- -

+199% +20% 

+ 8% -2% 

+37% -12% 

4.0% -

'This freeway doea not have an HOV lane and rcpre1enta a ba1i1 of comparison to the freeway• with HOV lanes. Some of the data arc for 1989 since 
in 1990 IOfllC Southwell Freeway bu1e1 were diverted to the Katy HOV lane. 

"The HOV added one lane; this i1 the pcn:ent incrcate in the number of toeal lane• (freeway plua HOV) resulting Crom implementing the HOV lane. 
1 A.M. peak-hour, peak-direction. 
llJ'hi& ii an estimate of the percent of total carpooll using the tramitway that arc new carpool1 created a1 a rc111lt of the tran.1itw1y. 
"niia ii an eltimatc of the pcn:ent of total bus riden u•ing the tralllitway lbat arc new bu1 riders created u a result of the tranlitway. 
'Data for freeway mainlines. A.M. peak-hour, peak-direction, 
'Freeway per lane efficiency i1 exprcated a1 the multiple of pcraona moved limN average irpeed, a.m. peak-hour, peak-direction. 
'°'!nil ii the eltimatcd annual value of 1990 travel time 1aving1 for HOV lane 111en expresaed a1 a pcn:ent of the cott of cODlb\leting the segment of the HOV 

lane in operation in 1990. · 
11P.M. peak-hour volume due to the 3+ a.m. requirement. 
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Objective: Don't Unduly Impact Freeway General-Purpose Lane Operations 

1. Implementing the HOV lane should not significantly increase either freeway general­
purpose lane congestion or the accident rate on those lanes. 

Objective: Increase the Overall Efficiency of the Roadway 

1. The absolute value of the total roadway (general-purpose lanes plus HOV lane) peak-hour 
per lane efficiency (defined as the multiple of person volume times speed of movement) 
should increase by at least 20 due to implementation of the HOV lane. Stated 
differently, the total roadway per lane efficiency should be greater than the freeway 
general-purpose lane efficiency by an amount of at least 20. 

Objective: Create Favorable Energy and Air Quality Impacts 

1. Compared to the alternative of either providing an additional general-purpose lane or 
doing nothing, implementation of the HOV lane should result in reductions in energy 
consumed and pollutants emitted. 

Objective: Enhance Bus Transit Operations 

1. Peak-hour bus operating speeds should be increased by at least 50 percent on the HOV 
lanes. 

2. A safer bus operating environment should result. HOV accident rates should be equal 
to, or less than, freeway general-purpose lane rates. 

3. Significant savings in bus operating costs should result. 

Objective: HOV Projects Should be Cost Effective 

1. From an extremely conservative viewpoint, the projects can be considered cost effective 
if the average annual value of time saved over the life of the project exceeds 10 percent 
of the initial construction cost. 
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Objective: Public Suppon Should Exist for HOV Development 

1. Surveys should show that most people feel the HOV lanes are good transportation 
projects. 

A review of these performance measures based on the HOV evaluations performed in 

Houston leads to several general observations (Table 33). The performance measures suggest 

that, at today's level of usage, both the Katy and North HOV lanes are fulfilling their intended 

purpose; these are the two more mature priority lanes. The Northwest HOV lane is marginal 

at this time, while the Gulf HOV lane has yet to generate significant benefits. Both of these 

facilities have been operating less than three years. The Northwest HOV lane was completed 

in final form in 1990. Less than half the length of the ultimate Gulf HOV lane is now 

operating, and the section that is operating offers only minimal benefits; the Gulf facility will 

not be extended for at least another year. Nevertheless, daily usage of the Northwest HOV lane 

increased by 56 percent during 1990, while usage of the Gulf HOV lane increased by 23 percent 

during 1990. 

Continued monitoring of all the committed high-occupancy vehicle lane projects in Houston 

will take place as part of this research project. 
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Table 33. Comparisoa of HOV Lue Objectiv• aad DOV Lue Perfonwmce 

HOV Facility 
Objective, Mea1Urc of Effectivcmeu 

IC.tty Nonh Gulf Nonhwest 

Jncm1e PerlOp Movement 

• h daily ridenbip ireater than 10,000 Yot Yea Yea Yea 

• h daily ridcnhip ireater than 15,000 Yea Yu No No 

• u .. lhe increa1e in a.m. peak-hour penon volume exceeded the Yea Yea NA Yea 
incl'AIC in lanu due 10 the tranlitway 

• Ha• a.m. peak-hour occupancy increucd by more than 15 % Yu Yea NA No 

• Are more than 2S % of lbe transitway earpoole new due to lhc Yea Yea Yea Ye1 
tramitway 

• Are more than 2S % of the tnm1itway bu• riden new due to the Yea Yes Yea Yes 
ll'lnsitway 

Don't Undul)! lml!act Freewal! General-Pumose Lane ~rations 

• Haa mainlane congellion increa1ed due to the transitway No No No No 

• Has lhc mainlane accident rate increased significantly due to the No No No No 
transitway 

Increase the Oveall Efficienc)'. of the Roadwa)'. 

• Has the roadway per lane efficiency increaacd by more than 20 due to Yea Ye1 NA Yes 
lhe HOV lane 

HOV Lane ~bs:iuld Have Favorable Air Qyalit)! & Eneml! lmi!•clll 

• H .. adding a tranaitway lane been more effective than adding a Yu NA NA NA 
ecneral purpoac freeway lane would have been 

Enhance Bus Operations 

• Peak-hour bus speeds increaac by at lout 50% Yea Yes Yes Yes 

• HOV lane accident rate lcu than gcncnl-purposc lanes No Yes Yea No 

The HOV Lane Should be £!?!! §ffcctive 

• h lhc annual value of time aavcd by ll'llllitway uacn ireatcr than Yet Yea No No 
10 % of lhe ll'lnlitway capital cOllt 

HOV Lanes Should Havs f!!blic SuE?J?ort 

• Do molt of the pet"llODI responding to survey• indicate support for Yet Ye1 Yea Ye1 
tranlitway development 

Overall Aaaeument, Ia HOV f.1£ilill'. Effectivs? Effective Effective Not Marginally 
Effective Effective 

NA • Either not available or not applicable. 

93 





APPENDIX A 

KATY FREEWAY AND HOV LANE DATA 





KATY FREEWAY (Ill 10) AND HOV LANE. HOUSTON 
Summ11ry of A.M. Peak:-Period, Peak-Direction Katy Freeway and Transitway Data, December 1990 

Prepared by Texa& Transportation Instiwte 

Type of Data *Represen!Ative • *R.epreaen!Ative • % Change 

Phase 1 ofTransitway Became Operational 10/29/84 Prc-Tramitway Cu~nt Value 

Transitway Data 

Transitway Length (miles) 13.0 

Tranaitway Colt (millions of 1990 dollars) $59.1 

Person-Movement 

Peak Hour (7-8 a.m.) 4,406 -
Peak Period (6-9:30 a.m.) 11,445 -
Total Daily 26,960 -

Vehicle Volumes 

Peak Hour - 1,034 -
Peak Period - 3,386 -

Vehicle Occupancy, Peat Hour (persons/veh} - 4.26 -
Accident Rate (Accidenta/MVM), 11/84-12/90 - 1.37 -
Vehicle Breakdowna (VMT/Breakdown), 11184-12/90 - 35,424 -
Violation Rate (6-9:30 a.m.) - 19% 

Peak Hour Lane Efficiency' (1000'&) - 232 -
Annual Value of Uaer Time Saved (millions)' - $5.5 to $10.9 -
Freeway Mainlane Data (see note) 

Person Movement 

Peak Hour S,100 S,169 + 1311 % 

Peak Period (6-9:30 a.m.) 15,655 18,129 +15.8% 

Vehicle Volume 

Peak Hour 4,045 S,505 +36.1% 

Peak Period 12,750 16,869 +32.3% 

Vehicle Occupancy, Peak Hour (persons/veh) 1.26 I.OS -16.7% 

Accident Rate (Accident.s/MVM)2 1.34 1.28 - 4.5% 

Avg. Operating Speed' 

Peak Hour 23 32.6 +41.7% 

Peak Period 33 35.2 + 6.7% 

Peak Hour lane Efficiency• (1000's) 38 68 +78.9% 

Combined Freeway Mainland and Transitway Data 

Tola.I Person Movement 

Peak Hour 5,100 10,175 +99.5% 

Peak Period 15,655 29,574 +88.9% 

Vehicle Volume 

Peak Hour 4,045 6,539 +61.7% 

Peak Period 12,750 20,255 +58.9% 

Vehicle Occupancy 

Peak Hour 1.26 1.56 +23.8% 

Peak Period 1.23 l.46 +18.7% 

Carpool V olumea1 

2+, 6 a.m. to 7 a.m. sos 927 +83.6% 

3+, 7 a.m. to 8 a.m. 45 308 +S84.4% 

2+, S p.m. to 6 p.m. 763 1627 +113.2% 

Travel Time (minutes)' 

Peak Hour 33.9' 13.9' -59.0% 

Peak Period 23.1• 13.7' -40.7% 

Peak Hour Lane Efficiency' (1000'1) 38 105 +169.2% 

Footnote• on page A-3 



Sucnmtry of P.M. Peak-Period, Peak-Direction Katy freeway and Tramitway Data, 
December 1990 Continued 

Type of Data "Repre1entative • "Repre11entative • 
Pre-Transitway Cumnt Value 

Value 

Transit Data 

Bus Vehicle Trips 
Peak Hour 11 56 
Peak-Period 32 123 

Bus Paa11enger Trips 
Peak Hour 355 2005 
Peak Period 900 4095 

Bui Occupancy (pel'llOnalbus) 
Peak Hour 30.S 35.8 
Peak Period 28.1 33.3 

Vehiele1 Parked in Corridor Park & Ride Loll 515 2057 

Bus Operating Speed (mph)' 
Peak Hour :n.6• 52.6' 
Peak Period 33,2• 53.5' 

% 
Change 

+409.1% 
+:284.4% 

+498.5% 
+355.0% 

+ 17.4% 
+ 18.5% 

+257.7% 

+132.7% 
+ 60.5% 

Note: Sitc-apecific data collected at Bunker Hill. for purposes of visibility volumes are counted between an exit and an entrance 
ramp. Thus, the mainlanc volumes may be low. 

footnoees on following page. 

Comparison of Measures of Effectivenea, Freeway With (Katy, I-1 OW) 
and Freeway Without (Southwest US 59) Tranaitway, Houston' 

Measure of Effectiveness "Representative· "Representative• % Change 
Pre-Transitway Value 12/90 Value 

Anrage P.M. Peak·Hour Vehicle Occupancy 
Freeway w/transitway 1.26 1.56 +23.8% 
Freeway w/o transitway 1.34 1.31 - 2.2% 

Peak-Hour 2+ Carpool Volume 
Freeway w/transitway (5~ p.m.) 763 1627 +113.2% 
freeway w/o tranaitway 600 743 + 23.8% 

Bua Passengers, Peak Period 
Freeway wltra111itway 900 4095 +355.0% 
Freeway w/o tranaitway 2,185 2100 • 3.9% 

Cara Parked at Park-and-Ride Lots 
Freeway w/tranaitway 575 2057 +257.7% 
freeway w/o transitway1 1660 1665 + 0.3% 

Facility Per Lane Efficiency1 

Freeway w/tranaitway 39 105 +169.2% 
Freeway w/o transitway 49 60 + 22.4% 

Footnotes on following page 
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Footnoies 

'This representl the multiple of peak-hour pasaengers and average mpeed (pauengen x milealhour). It i1 used u a measure of per lane efficiency. 
2Accidenu analyzed between Gesmer and Post Oak, a distance of approximately 4.7 milea. This corresponds lO Phase 1 of the t.ransitway. 
•&fore• data are for the period 1/82 through 10/84. •After• data are for the period from 11/841.o 9/90. Only officer-reported accidents are 
included in current ft.lea. 1990 freeway volumes eatimaied by Tri. 

'From SH 6 to WallhinglOn, a distance of ll.18 miles. The tranaitway ia in place over 1hi1 section. 
•Data pertain& lO operation in the freeway mainlanes. 
'Data pertains to operation in the tranlitway. 
•Data for freeway• without tranaitwaya are a composite of data collected on the Gulf Freeway during the time in which no transitway existed 
on that facility (6/83 lhrv 4/88) and on the Southwest Freeway (9/86 lO present). 

1Based on time 11vm,1 for tranaitway users in 1989 and transitway volumes in· 1990, an annual estimate of travel time saving• to transitway uacrs 
i1 developed. A value of time of $9.25/bour ia used based on the value applied in the HiJbway Economic Evaluation Model. 

"Carpool countl are adjullled in an effort l.o compensate for under counting of occupancic:s in the field. 

Source: Tcxa1 Transportation lnltitute. The Texas A&M University System. 

TRANSITWAY DATA 

Description 

• Phase 1 (4. 7 miles) of the transitway opened October 29, 1984. 

• The transitway is now complete with 13.0 miles in operation. 

• The capital cost (incl. all support facilities) for the completed facility in 1990 dollars was 
$59.1 million. A more detailed cost breakdown (inc1uding dates) is provided on the 
following page. 

• Selected milestone dates are listed below. Other dates are shown in the capital cost table. 

• 10/29/84 Post Oak to Gessner (4. 7 miles) opens, used by buses and vans 
• 4/1/85 4+ authorized carpools allowed onto HOV 
• 512185 HOV extended to West Belt (6.4 miles) 
• 11/4/85 3+ authorized carpools allowed onto HOV 
• 8/11/86 2+ carpools, no authorization, hours extended 
• 6/29/87 HOV extended to SH 6 (11.5 miles) 
• 7 /25/88 Hours of operation extended 
• 10/17 /88 3 + from 6:45 a.m. to 8: 15 a. m. 
• 10/1/89 Weekend operation begins 
• 119190 Eastern extension opens (13.0 miles) 
• 4/1/90 Northwest Transit Center opens 
• 5/23/90 3+ carpool hours changed to 6:45 to 8:00 a.m. 
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KATY HOV LANE 
.Estimated Capital Costs (lllilliom) 

Year of 
Cost Component Construction 

Coat 

HOV 4ne and Ranwa 

Eutem Extenaion (1990) $S.S 
PballO 1, Silber to Well Belt (1984) Deaign and COllllnlction 10.S 
Pba110 2, Well Belt to SH 6 (1987) Deaign and Collltnlction 8.7 
Addicks North Ramp (1987) .1.:! 

SUB-TOTAL $27.5 

Per Mile Sl.l 

Surveillance, Communication & Control (1981} lli 

SUB-TOTAL $5.5 

Per Mile $0.4 

Support Facilities 

West Belt P/R (1984) $4.8 
Addicks P/R (1981) 3.9 
Addicks P/R Expansion (1988) 6.3 
Kingsland P/R (I 98S) 3.8 
1/2 N.W. Transit Center (1988) 10.6 
Fry Road Park-and-Pool (1987) 0.2 
Mason Road Park-and-Pool (1986) 0.2 
.Barker-Cypress Part-and-Pool (1986) Ql 

SUB-TOTAL $30.0 

Per Mile $2.3 

TOTAL COST $63.0 

COST PER Mil.E (13.0 miles) $ 4.8 

Source: Compiled by TII from data provided by Metro and SDHPT 
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Eltimated 
Factor Cost 

1990 dollars 

1.00 $5.S 
0.93 9.8 
0.85 7.4 
0.85 2.4 

$25.l 

$1.9 

0.85 $4.7 

$4.7 

$0.4 

0.93 $4.S 
l.05 4.1 
0.98 6.2 
0.92 3.5 
0.98 10.4 
0.85 0.2 
0.79 0.2 
0.79 0.2 

$29.3 

$2.2 

$59.1 

$ 4.S 



Person Movement 

• In December 1990, 26,960 person trips per day were served on the HOV lane. 

• A.M. Peak Hour, 4,406 persons/hour. 

• 2005 (46%) by bus, 203 (5%) by vanpool, 2198 (49%) by carpool (Figure 1). 
• Average transitway vehicle occupancy = 4.26 persons/vehicle. 

• A.M. Peak Period, 11,445 persons. 

• 4,095 (36%) by bus, 427 (4%) by vanpool, by carpool 6,923 (60%) {Figure 2). 

Vehicle Movement 

• A.M. Peak Hour, 1,034 vph 

• 56 (5%) bus, 22 (2%) vans, by carpool 956 (93%) {Figure 3). 

• A.M. Peak Period, 3,386 vehicles 

• 123 (4%) bus, 50 (1 %) vans, carpool 3,213 (95%) {Figure 4). 

Accident Rate 

• For the period from November 1984 through September 1990, the transitway accident 
rate was 1.37 accidents per million vehicle miles. 

Vehicle Breakdown Rates 

• As measured for 11184 to 12/90, the following rates have been observed. 

• Buses; 1 breakdown per 16,932 vehicle-miles of travel (VMT). 
• Vanpools; 1 breakdown per 96,316 VMT. 
• Carpools; I breakdown per 36,231 VMT. 
• The weighted average for all vehicle types is 1 breakdown per 35,242 VMT. 

Violation Rate 

• The observed violation rate (vehicles on the transitway not eligible to use the transitway), 
varies by time period. 
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• For the overall a.m. peak period it is 19%. 
• For the period from 7:00 a.m. to 8: 15 a.m. (the 3+ operating time) it average.cl 50% 

for 1990 and was 56% in December. 
• For the p.m. peak period, the violation rate is 1.6%. 

Peak Hour Lane Efficiency 

• Peak-hour passengers multiplie.d by average speed is sometimes used as a measure of the 
efficiency of a lane. For the transitway lane, this value (expressed in lOOO's) is 
approximately 232 (4406 passengers at 52.6 mph). 

Travel Time Savim:s 

• The users of the transitway experience a travel time savings (Figure 5). 

• The tables on the following page indicate that, on a typical non-incident day, travel time 
savings of approximately 2,362 hours (141,736 min.) are realized. Assuming 250 days 
of operation, annual saving would be 590,500 hours. At $9.25/hour, this equates to 
$5.46 million per year. This is extremely conservative since it does not consider travel 
time savings due to incidents on the freeway. Data from Houston suggest increasing this 
value by 100% to account for incidents would be reasonable. Thus travel time savings 
to transitway users are conservatively estimate.cl to be in the range of $5.46 to $10.92 
million per year. 

FREEWAY DATA 

• For purposes of safety and visibility, freeway volumes are counted at Bunker Hill 
between an exit ramp and an entrance ramp. Thus, freeway volumes may be low in 
comparison to actual freeway operations. Also, a downstream bottleneck was alleviate.cl 
with the opening of the Chimney Rock extension; as a result, volumes at the count 
location have increased significantly. 

Person Movement 

• In the a.m. peak hour, person movement has increased by 13.1 % (Figure 6). 

• In the a.m. peak period, person movement has increased by 15.8% (Figure 7). 
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Eastbound A.M. Travel Time S..vinge for kety Transitwey 
IAwrage of 4 Ouerterfy Travel Time Surveyt Conducted in 19901 

Time Me.sured Trevtll Time TreMitwey Pe,.on Tripe 
of Olly 

Freewey T-Wey S.vinge Carpool Venpoot Bue Tote! 
lminJ (min) (mini 

Section From SH 8 to GMeMr lnterohen09 

8:00 8.98 7.10 -0.14 331 70 181 588 

0:30 8.90 7.02 1.88 1.228 87 725 2,038 

7:00 11.30 7.14 4.23 1,004 84 981 2,059 

7:30 12.06 7.03 5.03 808 38 150 1,858 

8:00 10.77 e.83 3.93 894 32 488 1,411 

8:30 8.79 e.92 1.87 771 17 241 1,032 

9:00 7.79 7.03 0.78 452 20 87 558 

P-k Period Tot.I 5,550 382 3,830 9,542 

Section From a...,,., lnterchen09 to WHhington 

6:00 7.03 8.86 0.17 457 50 135 641 

0:30 8.52 8.88 1.84 1,081 84 327 1,451 

7:00 1 ti.OB o.94 9.14 413 30 493 942 

7:30 18.72 6.70 10.01 317 39 418 774 

8:00 13.59 0.68 8.91 485 20 135 840 

8:30 9.86 8.59 3.27 260 6 49 315 

9:00 7.02 8.58 0.44 155 7 10 172 

Peek Period Total 3,147 222 Ui87 4,935 

w .. tbound PM Travel Time S..vinge for Kety Trensitway 

S.Ction from Waehington to Gesener Interchange 

1530 8.14 7.30 0.83 507 -47 108 862 

1600 9.62 7.64 1.99 835 142 441 1,418 

1830 13.14 7.98 5.16 1.123 72 821 1,8HI 

1700 I 17.75 8.52 9.23 1,448 58 893 2.398 

1730 21.30 8.83 12.87 1,404 88 914 2,385 

1800 18.88 8.13 10.54 915 23 415 1,353 

1830 8.57 7.11 1.47 557 10 144 711 

PNk Period 8,788 419 3,538 10,742 

Section from Gesaner lnterchenge to SH Cl 

1530 e.82 0.48 43 208 0 10 224 

1000 8.87 0.38 49 344 58 135 537 

1830 7.42 0.51 1 509 70 245 890 

1700 8.71 e.82 2.10 069 20 308 1.002 

1730 8.75 0.58 2.17 772 28 550 1,349 

1800 7.84 0.97 0.68 640 13 283 918 

1830 0.81 0.48 3 407 e 113 525 

Peek Period 809 212 1,824 5,444 
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Trav.i Time Saved 
(Perwon-MinutMI 

-79.59 

3,831.95 

8,098.22 

9,343.13 

5,549.93 

1,928.15 

-423.34 

29,095.52 

110.88 

2.072.28 

8,013.41 

7,751.29 

4.424.39 

1,029.99 

75.72 

24,677.94 

550.08 

2,818.71 

8,364.95 

22.126.55 

30,210.00 

14,283.08 

1,042.43 

80,375.84 

98.60 

283.28 

808.42 

2,102.84 

2,923.38 

820.38 

171.80 

8,988.49 



Vehicle Volume 

• In the a.m. peak hour, vehicle volume has increased by 36.1 % (Figure 6). 

• In the a.m. peak period, vehicle volume has increased by 32.3% (Figure 7). 

Vehicle Occupancy 

• In the a.m. peak hour, mainlane occupancy has decreased by 16.7%. 

• In the a.m. peak period, mainlane occupancy has decreased by 12.5%, from 1.23 to 
1.07. 

Accident Rate 

• Implementation of the transitway resulted in narrower freeway lanes and no inside 
emergency shoulder. 

• The accident data shown are for the section between Gessner and Post Oak (the freeway 
section west of Gessner was impacted by toll road construction). The accident rate for 
the period (1182-10/84) preceding Phase 1 of the transitway was 1.34 accidents per 
million vehicle miles (MVM). For the period from 11/84 to 9190, the freeway accident 
rate was 1.28 accidents/MVM. These statistics do not include driver reported accidents; 
only officer reported accidents are included in current accident files. TI1 estimated 1990 
freeway volumes to compute accident rates. 

A vera1:e Operatin& Speed 

• In comparison to pre-transitway conditions, mainlane operating speeds have increased by 
42% in the peak hour and 7% in the peak period (Figure 8). 

Peak Bour Lane Efficiency 

• Peak-hour passengers multiplied by average speed is sometimes used as a measure of per 
lane efficiency. 

• For the freeway mainlanes, an increase in per lane efficiency of 79 % has occurred. 
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COMBINED FREEWAY MAINLANE AND TRANSITWAY DATA 

Total Person Movement 

• Percent by transitway, a.m. peak hour. 

• At Bunker Hill, the transitway is moving 43 % of peak-hour person movement 
(transitway = 4,406; freeway = 5,769) and 39% of peak-period (transitway -
11,445; freeway = 18,129) person movement. 

• Increase in a.m. person movement at Bunker Hill. 

• Provision of the transitway increased total directional lanes by 33 % . 

• Total peak-hour person movement has increased by 99.5% from 5,100 to 10,175 
(Figure 9). Peak-period person movement has increased by 88.9% from 15,655 to 
29,574 (Figure 10). 

Vehicle Occupancy 

• The combined occupancy for the freeway and transitway in the peak hour is 1.56, a 
23.8% increase over the pre-transitway occupancy (Figure 11). Occupancy in the peak 
period is greater than pre-transitway levels (Figure 12), increasing from 1.23 to 1.46. 

• While the occupancy on the Katy Freeway has increased, on freeways which do not have 
a transitway, occupancy has decreased (Figure 13). 

Carpool Volumes 

• In the a.m. peak hour, the total number of 2+ carpools (freeway plus transitway) has 
increased by 83.6% compared to pre-transitway levels (Figure 14). 

• Between 7 and 8 a.m., prior to the HOV lane, the 3+ carpool volume was 45 vehicles. 
Now it is over 300 vehicles (Figure 15). 

Peak Hour I..ane Efficiency 

• Peak-hour passengers multiplied by average speed is sometimes used as a measure of the 
efficiency of a lane. The average efficiency of a lane on the freeway (3 freeway lanes 
plus 1 transitway lane) has increased by 169% since the implementation of the transitway 
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(Figure 16). This large of an increase has not occurred on freeways not having 
transitways (Figure 17). 

BUS TRANSIT DATA 

Bus Vehicle and Passen&er Trips 

• In the a.m. peak hour, bus vehide trips have been increased by 409% since the 
transitway opened, and a 499% increase in bus ridership has also resulted (Figure 18). 
In the peak period, a 284 % increase has occurred in bus trips and a 355 % increase in bus 
ridership has resulted (Figure 19). 

• While bus trips have increased significantly in the Katy Freeway corridor, in the 
corridors which do not have a transitway this has not occurred (Figure 20). 

Park-and-Ride 

• Prior to opening the transitway, approximately 575 vehicles were parked in corridor 
park-and-ride lots. This has increased 258% to a current level of 2,057 (Figure 21). 

• The increase in cars parked in the Katy corridor has not been realized in the freeway 
corridors that do not have transitways (Figure 22). 
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FIGURE A-2 

KATY FREEWAY (IH 10W) TRANSITWAY 
A.M. PEAK PERIOD TRANSITWAY PERSON MOVEMENT 
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FIGURE A-3 

KATY FREEWAY (IH 10W) TRANSllWAY 
AM. PEAK HOUR TRANSllWAY VEHICLE UTILIZATION 
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FIGURE A-4 

KATY FREEWAY (IH 10W) TRANSITWAY 
A.M. PEAK PERIOD TRANSITWAY VEHICLE UTILIZATION 
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FIGURE A-5 

KATY FREEWAY (IH 1 OW) MAINLANES AND TRANSITWAY A.M. TRAVEL TIME 
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FIGURE A-6 

KATY FREEWAY (IH 10W) 
A.M. PEAK HOUR MAINLANE TRIPS 

----> ----> ----> 
TllANSITWA TRANSltwAY 
TO G£S~E TO WEST BUT 

TllANSITWAY 
TO SH 6 

'I 
I 

I 
I 

I 

Y, 
I \ 

I \ 

V-.J/ \ /V...'v 
' I \ y \ 

JUN85 JUN86 

\ 
\ 'I 
\ I 
\ I 

v 

JUN87 

DATA COLLECTED EASTBOUND OVER BUNKER HILL, 3 LANE SECTION 
SOURCE : TEXAS TRANSPORTATION INSTITUTE 

JUN88 JUN89 

----> 
l'WAY EASl'ERH 
EXTENSION OPEN 

)I, 
' / 'v 
\ I 

' /v y/ 

JUN90 

LEGEND: P = MAINLANE PERSONS 
V = MAINLANE VEHICLES 

JUN91 



> I -....... 
w 
~ 
:::::> 
_J 

0 
> 

22,500 

20,000 

17,500 

15,000 

12,500 

x /v.... 
\ { '-v 
\ ./ "' 
Y..--¥ '-v 

·arroRE' AVG 

10,000 

JUN83 JUN84 

FIGURE A-7 

KATY FREEWAY (IH 10W) 
A.M. PEAK PERIOD MAINLANE TRIPS 
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FIGURE A-8 

KATY FREEWAY (IH 1 OW) MAINLANE TRAVEL TIME AN-0 SPEED SURVEY 
EASTBOUND, SH 6 TO WASHINGTON 
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l<ATY FREEWAY (IH 1 OW) MAINLANE ANO TRANSITWAY 
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FIGURE A-12 

KATY rREEWAY (IH 1 OW) MAINLANE AND TRANSITWAY 
A.M. PEAK PERIOD AVERAGE OCCUPANCY 

----:> ----> 
TRANSITWAY TRANSITWAY 
TO W£ST 9Cll 10 Sil 6 

II 
I \ 

I \ 
/\ \ 

\ _..-"'\ I I \ 

' I 
\t" ' y \ .. \ 

~ "" I \ lot 

" / \ 
\),..-_,,,..-#....., I \ \,/ \ I 

-....! \ I 
II 

JUN85 JUN86 JUN87 JUN88 

----> 
EASlt:RN 
EXTENSION OPEN 

II 
,...I( / \ 

Jt ..... \ / \ 
/ \ l \ / \ 

\ I \ 
\ II. 
\ )' 

' / 

"' \ / 

" 

JUN89 JUN90 

DATA COLLECTED EASTBOUND OVER BUNKER HILL, 3 LANE SECTION LEGEND : M = MAINLANE OCCUPANCY 

SOUR.GE : TEXAS TRANSPORTATION INSTITUTE 

T = TOTAL OCCUPANCY 
(MAINLANE PLUS TRANSllWAY) 

T 
I 
I 

w 
VI 

~ 
~ 
0 
~ 

I 
I 

J_ 

JUN91 



w 
....J 
u 
J: 
w 
> 
0::: 
w 
a.. 
(/') 

z 
0 
(/') 
0::: 
w 
a.. 

1.7 -----> TRANSITWA 
To crsst1r 

t.6 

1.5 

1.4 

1.3 

1.2 

1.1 -

FIGURE A-13 

A.M. PEAK HOUR AVERAGE OCCUPANCY 
FREEWAY WI l"H AND WITHOUl TRANSITWAY 

----> TRANSITWAY 
rnwrsr nrLT 

----> 
TRANSITWAY 
TO Sii 6 

\ ,,..-- -~ 
\ ~ /N I \ 
\ \ N I \ 

,,,, / N-- - ' I \ 
»" \ .... • .-w- ', / ~ 

l'f". / '·' 'J.r -· -t\ _t( N 
' ,.,~~N ~ I 
' / \ 

\ 
\ I 
\ I 
N 

---->. 
£AST£RH 
£XTENSION OP£N 

H 
I \ 

I \ 
I I 

I \ 
N 
' ' N 

1.0·.,_,.~_,_,.-,_..,....,..,.~--.-..~....-+-.-.-.,-,--r+ Tr·T·•-rTT-r-rmrr..-1-,·rrro-rrrT rT,....,...rrr1·r1-r1TTT1 1 1 1 , I ·..--rrrr.--r I I 1 i f I 'Tf~-

JUN83 JUN84 JUN85 JUf'.186 

DATA FOR FREEWAYS WITHOUT TRANSITWAYS ARE A COMPOSITE Of 
GULF FWY (6/8:S - 4/88) AND SOUTHWEST fWY (9/86 - PRESENT) DATA 
SOURCE : TEXAS TRANSPORTATION INS flTUTE 

JUN8l JUN88 JUNB9 JUN90 

LEGEND: T =KATY FREEWAY AT BUNKER Hill 
(WITH TRANSITWAY) 

N = FRHWAYS WITHOUT iRANSITWAY 

JUN91 



V> 
w 
...J 
u 
I 
w 

> > 
~ i...... 

0 
~ 0::: 

w 
m 
::::;: 
::> 
z 

1,500 

1,250 

1,000 

750 

}'\. 
\- - f_ _ ~~- -500 

o.---i.:ro•E AV \ 

250 

0 R!~'A 

JUN83 JUN84 

FIGURE A-14 

KATY rREEWAY (IH 1 OW) MAINLANE AND TRANSITWAY 
6:00 A.M. TO 7:00 A.M. 2+ CARPOOL UTILIZATION 
DATA COLLECTED EASTBOUND OVER BUNKER Hill 
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Off-PEAK, UNAUTHORIZED & 2+ CARPOOL OPERATION BEGAN AUGUST 11, 1986 
TRANSITWAY EXTENSION FROM WEST BELT TO SH 6 (5.0 Ml.) OPENED JUNE 29, 1987 
TRANSITWAY EASTERN EXTENSION (U 7 Ml.) OPENED JANUARY 9, 1990 

LEGEND : T =TOTAL 2+ CARPOOLS 

SOURCE : TEXAS TRANSPORTATION INSTITUTE 
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FIGURE A-15 

KATY fREEWAY (IH 1 OW) MAINLANE AND TRANSITWAY 
7:00 A.M. TO 8:00 A.M. 3+ CARPOOL UTILIZATION 
DA TA COLLECTED EASTBOUND OVER BUNKER HILL 
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TRANSITWAY EXTENSION rROM CESSNERTO WEST BELT (1.7 Ml.) OPENED MAY 2. 1985 
Off-PEAK. UNAUTHORIZED & 2+ CARPOOL OPERATION BEGAN AUGUST 11, 1986 

LEGEND: T =TOTAL 3+ CARPOOLS 

:S+ CARPOOL REQUIREMENT FROM 6:45 TO 8:15 A.M. IMPLEMENTED OCTOBER 17, 1988 
TRANSllWAY EXTENSION FROM WEST BELT TO SH 6 (5.0 Ml.) OPENED JUNE 29,1987 
TRANSITWAY EASTERN EXTENSION (1.17 Ml.) OPENED JANUARY 9, 1990 
SOURCE : TEXAS TRANSPORTATION INSTITUTE 

A =TOTAL TRANSllWAY 3+ CARPOOLS 
M = TOTAL MAINLANE 3+ CARPOOLS 
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FIGURE A-16 

KATY fREEWAY TRANSITWAY EVALUATION 
A.M. PEAK HOUR MAINLANE AND TRANSITWAY EFFICIENCY 

-----> -----> TRANSITWAY TRANSllWAY 
TO wrsT BCLT TO SH6 
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PEAK HOUR EFFICIENCY PER LANE EXPRESSED AS THE MULTIPLE or PEAK HOUR PASSENGERS TIMES LEGEND : K = KATY FREEWAY ErFICIENCY 
AVERAGE OPERATING SPEED. FOR THE PERIOD AFTER THE OPENING OF THE TRANSITWAY, IT REPRESENTS 
TOTAL PERSONS (FREEWAY + TRANSITWAY) MULTIPLIED BY THE WEIGHTED AVERAGE SPEED ANO DIVIDED DY 4 LANES 
SOURCE : TEXAS TRANSPORTATION INSTITUTE 
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FIGURE A-17 

A.M. PEAK HOUR FREEWAY PER LANE EfflCIENCY 
FREEWAYS WITH ANO WITHOUT TRANSITWAY 

-----> -----> TRANSITWAY iRANSITWAY 
TO WEST BCll TO SH6 
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PEAK HOUR EFFICIENCY PER LANE EXPRESSED AS THE MULTIPLE or PEAK HOUR PASSENGERS TIMES LEGEND: K =KATY FREEWAY EFTICIENCY 
AVERAGE OPERATING SPEED. FOR THE PERIOD AFTER THE OPENING Of THE TRANSITWAY, IT REPRESENTS N = FREEWAYS WITHOUT TRANSITWAY 
TOTAL PERSONS (FREEWAY+ TRANSITWAY) MULTIPLIED BY THE WEIGHTED AVERAGE SPEED AND DIVIDED BY 4 LANES 
DATA FOR FREEWAYS WITHOUT TRANSITWAYS ARE A COMPOSITE OF 
GULF FWY {6/8.3 - .t/88) ANO SOUTHWEST FWY (6/86 - PRESENT} DATA 
SOURCE : TIXAS TRANSPORTATION INSTITUTE 
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FIGURE A-18 

KATY FREEWAY (IH 1 OW) MAINLANE ANO TRANSITWAY 
A.M. PEAK HOUR BUS VEHICLE AND PASSENGER TRIPS 
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DATA COLLECTED EASTBOUND OVER BUNKER HILL, 3 LANE SECTION 
SOURCE : TEXAS TRANSPORTATION INSTITUTE 

LEGEND: V"' BUS VHllCLE VOLUME 
P = BUS PASSENGER VOLUME 
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FIGURE A-19 

KATY FREEWAY (IH 1 OW) MAINLANE AND TRANSITWAY 
A.M. PEAK PERIOD BUS VEHICLE AND PASSENGER TRIPS 
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A.M. PEAK PERIOD IS FROM 6:00 TO 9:30 A.M. 
DATA COLLECTED EASTBOUND OVER BUNKER HILL. 3 LANE SECTION 
SOURCE : TEXAS TRANSPORTATION INSTITUTE 

LEGEND : V = BUS VEHICLE VOLUME 
P = BUS PASSENGER VOLUME 
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FIGURE A~20 

A.M. PEAK PERIOD BUS PASSENGER TRIPS 
TOT AL. MAINLANES PLUS TRANSITWAY VOLUMES 

FREEWAYS WITH ANO WITHOUT TRANSITWAY 
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DATA FOR fRHWAYS WITHOUT TRANSITWAYS ARE A COMPOSITE or 
GULF FWY (6/83 - 4/88) ANO SOUTHWEST FWY (9/86 - PRESENT) DATA 
SOURCE: TEXAS TRANSPORTATION INSTITUTE 
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FIGURE A-21 

KATY FREEWAY (IH 10W) CORRIDOR PARK-AND- RIDE DEMAND 
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KATY TRANSnwAY PHASE 1, POST OAK TO GESSNER (4.7 Ml.), OPENED OCTOBER 29, 198' 
TRANSflWAV EXTENSION FROM GESSNER TO WEST BELT (1.7 Ml.) OPENED MAY 2, 1985 
TRANSfTWAY EXTENSION FROM WEST BELT TO SH 6 (5.0 Ml.) OPENED JUNE 29, 1987 
TRANSfTWAV EASTERN EXTENSION (1.17 Ml.) OPENED JANUARY 9, 1990 
SOURCE : TEXAS TRANSPORTATION INSTITUTE 

LEGEND : T • TOTAL PAAl<EO VEHICt..ES 
K • KINGSLAND LOT (1326 SPJt.CES) 
W • WEST BELT LOT (1111 SPACES) 
A • AOOICKS LOT (11515 SPACES) 
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FIGURE A-22 

AVERAGE DAILY VEHICLES PARKED AT PARK-AND- RIDE LOTS 
FREEWAYS WITH AND WITHOUT TRANSITWAYS 
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KATY TRANSrTWAY PHASE 1, POST OAK TO GESSNER (4.7 Ml.), OPENED OCTOBER 29, 1994 
TRANSITWAV EXTENSION FROM GESSNER TO WEST BELT (1.7 Ml.) OPENED MAY 2, 19M 
TRANSITWAY EXTENSION FROM WEST BELT lO SH 8 (5.0 Ml.) OPENED JUNE 29, 1987 
TRANSITWAY EASTERN EXTENSION (U7 Ml.) OPENED JANUARY 9. 1990 
SOURCE : TEXAS TRANSPORTATION INSTITUTE 

LEGEND : K - KATY FREEWAY 
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NORTH FREEWAY IT-45N) AND HOV LANE. HOUSTON 
Summary of A.M. Peak-Period, Peak-Direction Katy Freeway and Tranaitway Data, December 1990 

Prepared by Texas Tranaport.ation lnltitute 

Type of Data "Repreanl.lltive • "Represen1.11tive • % Change 
Pbaae 1 of Tranaitway Became Operational 8129/88 Pre-Contraflow Value7 Current V &lue 

Contraflow Lane Became Operational 8n9 

Transitway Data 

Tn.mitway Length (miles) 13.S 

Tranaitway Colt (millions of 1990 dollns) $7S.9 

Person-Movement 

Peak Hour (7-8 a.m.) - 4,429 -
Peak Period (6-9:30 a.m.) - 9,089 -
Total Daily - 19,033 -

Vehicle Volumes 

Peak Hour - 810 -
Peak Period - 1,773 -

Vehicle Occupancy, Peak Hour (pcraona/veh) - 5.47 -
Accident Rate (Accidents/MVM), 4/84-12190 - 1.28 -
Vehicle Breakdowns (VMT/Breakdown), 4/84-12/90 - 34,313 -
Violation Rate (6-9:30 a.m.) 1.5% 
Peak Hour Lane Efficiency' (1000'11) - 248 -
Annual Value of User Time Saved (millions)' - $2.S to $4.9 -

Freeway Mainlane Data {see note) 

Person Movement 6,33S 8,280 +30.7% 

Peak Hour - 24,484 -
Peak Period (6-9:30 a.m.) 

Vehicle Volume 4,950 7,181 +4S.l % 

Peak Hour - 21,684 -
Peak Period 1.28 1.15 -10.2% 

Vehicle Occupancy, Peak Hour (persona/veh) 1.28 1.13 -11.7% 

Accident Rate (Accidc:nts!MVM)l 1.82 1.90 + 4.4% 

Avg. Operating Speed' 

Peak Hour 20 33.2 +66.0% 

Peak Period 30 43.6 +4S.3% 

Peak Hour lane Efficiency1 (IOOO's) 41 68 +6S.8% 

Combined Freeway Mainland and Transitway Data 

Total Person Movement 

Peak Hour 6,335 12,709 +100.6% 

Peak Period - 33,573 -
Vehicle Volume: 

Peak Hour 4,950 7,991 +61.4% 

Peak Period - 23,457 -
Vehicle Occupancy 

Peak Hour 1.28 1.59 +24.2% 

Peak Period 1.28 1.43 +11.7% 

2 + Carpool Volumes 

Peak Hour 700 1,587 +126.a 

Travel Time (minutes)1 

Peak Hour 23.2' 8.3' -64.2% 

Peak Period lS.S' 8.0' -48.4% 

Peak Hour Lane Efficiency' (IOOO'a) 41 105 +156.1% 

FOO!notea on page B-3 



Summary of P .M. Peak-Period, Peak-Direction Katy Freeway and Tm11itway Data, 
1990 Continued 

Type of Data "Rcpreaentative • 
Current Value 

Transit Data 

Bua Vehicle Trip11 
Peak Hour 63 
Peak-Period 137 

Bui Puaenger Trips 
Peak Hour 2,625 
Peak Period S,19S 

Bua Occupancy (peraons/bus) 
Peak Hour 41.7 
Peak Period 37.9 

Vehicles Parked in Corridor Park & Ride Lots 4,157 

Bus Operating Speed (mpW 
Peak Hour 56.0' 
Peak Period ss.1• 

•Prior to opening the contraflow lane in 1979, virtually no transit service was provided 
in this freeway corridor. 

Note: Site-specific data collected at Little York. For purpoaes of visibility volumes 
are counted between an exit and an entrance ramp. Thua, the mainlane volumes can be 
considered to be low. 

Footnotes on following page. 

Comparison of Measures of Effectiveness, Freeway With (K.aty, 1-1 OW) 
and Freeway Without (Southwest US 59) Transitway, Houston' 

Measure of Effectiveness North Southwest 
Freeway 

Averaae P.M. Peak-Hour Vehicle Occupancy 
Bus Passengers, Peale Period 1.59• 
Car1 Parked at Park-and-Ride Lots 5,195 
Facility Per Lane Efficiency 4,157 

10s•• 

• 1978 pre-contraflow occupancy estimated at 1.28 per&0ns per vehicle 
•• 1978 pre-contraflow per lane efficiency estimated to be 41. 

Footnotes on following page 
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Freeway 

1.31 
2,100 
1,665 

60 



Footnotes 

1This represenu the multiple ofpeak:-bourpaucngersand average speed (paaaengersx milealhour). It i1 used as a measure of per lane efficiency. 
2 Accidenu analyzed between Nonh Shepherd and Hogan, a diatance of approximately 7. 15 milea. Thi• eom:spond1 to Phase 1 of lhe transitway. 
"Before" data are for the perind 1182 through 11184. • Afier" accident rate lbown i1 for the time period from 12/84 to 9/90. Only officer 
reported accidenu are included in files. 1990 freeway volume• estimated by Tri to compute ratea. 

'From Nonh Shepherd to Hogan, a diltance of 7. 75 milea. 
•Data pertaina to operation in the freeway mainlane1. 
'Data pertaina to operation in the tranaitway. 
'Based on time savings for tramitway uaen in 1990, an annual utimate of travel time saving• to tranlitway uaen ia developed. A value of time 
of $9 .ZS/hour ii used based on the value applied in the Highway Economic Evaluation Model. 

7Pre-tranaitway values are ,enerally not lbown 1ince these data were not collected prior to the opening of the c~fiow lane in August 1979. 
The contraflow lane wu replaced by a barrier 1eparated revenible tramitway in November 1984. Pre-contraflow data are for 1978. 

Source: Texas Transportation Institute. The Texaa A&M University System. 

TRANSIIWAY DATA 

Description 

• The contraflow lane operation began 8/28179 
• Phase 1 and 2 of transitway operation began 11/23/84 
• The capital cost for the operating segment (incl. all existing support facilities) in 1990 

dollars was $75.9 million. The total cost for the completed transitway (1990 dollars) 
will be $142.1 million. A more detailed cost breakdown is provided on the following 
two pages. 

• Selected milestone dates are listed below. Other dates are shown in the capital cost 
tables. 

• 8/29179 contraflow lane operations begin (9 .1 miles) 
• 3/31/81 a.m. concurrent flow lane to West Road opens (12.9 miles) 
• 11/23/84 Transitway HOV replaces contraflow 
• 4/2/90 Transitway extended to Beltway 8 (13.5 miles) 
• 6/26/90 carpools allowed on HOV 
• 6130190 weekend operations begin 

Person Movement 

• In December 1990, 19,033 person trips per day were served on the HOV lane. 
• A.M. Peak Hour, 4,429 persons/hour. 

• 2,625 (59%) by bus, 366 (8%) by vanpool, 1,438 (33%) by carpool, (Figure 1). 
• Average transitway vehicle occupancy = 5.47 persons/vehicle. 

• A.M. Peak Period, 9,089 persons. 
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NO:RTB HOV LANE OPERATING SEGMENT 
F.&timatecl Capital Cost, (millions) 

Year of 
COS! Component CODltNCtion 

Co.t 

HOV Lane and Rampa 

Dc1ign, Pba1e1 1 and 2 (1984) $4.1 
Phase 1 ComtNction (1984) 13.1 
Pbaae 2 Comuuction (1987) 11.l 
Phase 3 Comtnlction (1990) 14.7 

Incl. Aldinc-Bender lnlerchange 
North Shepherd lnlerchange (1990) 2.1 
Downtown Tenninua (1990) 7.2 
Miacellaneou1 (all phaae11), (1988) 5.5 

SUB-TOTAL $57.8 

Per Mile $4.3 

Surveillance, Communication and Control (1990) $2.6 

SUB-TOTAL $2.6 

Per Mile $0.2 

Support Facilities 

North Shepherd P/R (1980) $2.2 
North Shepherd P/R Expansion (1982) 2.1 
Kuykendahl P/R (1980) 1.7 
Kuykendahl P/R Exapnsion (1983) 1.8 
Spring P/R (1982) 3.7 
Seton Lake P/R (1983) 3.3 
Woodlanda P/R (1985) 2.6 
Woodlands P/R Expansion (1991) 0.8 

SUB-TOTAL $18.2 

Per Mile $1.3 

TOTAL COST $78.6 

COST PER MILE (13.5 miles) $5.8 

Source: Compiled by TTI from data provided by Metro and SDHPT 
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Estimated 
Factor Coat 

1990Dollan 

0.93 $3.8 
0.93 12.2 
0.85 9.4 
1.00 14.7 

1.00 2.1 
1.00 7.2 
0.98 5.4 

$54.8 

$4.1 

1.00 $2.6 

$2.6 

$0.2 

1.07 $2.4 
I.03 $2.2 
1.07 1.8 
1.01 1.8 
1.03 3.8 
1.01 3.3 
0.92 2.4 
1.00 0.8 

$18.5 

$1.4 

$75.9 

$5.6 



Coll Component 

HOV Lane and Ramps 

Beltway 8 to Airt.cx 
Airtex to FM 1960 
Kuykcnd.ahl Interchange 
FM 1960 Interchange 

SUB-TOTAL 

Per Mile 

Surveillance, Communication and Control 

Support Facilitites 

Kuykendahl P/R Expansion 
Stuebncr-Airline P/R 

SUB-TOTAL 

Per Mile 

TOTAL COST 

COST PER Mll.E (6.2 mile1) 

NORTH HOV LANE, FUTURE SEGMENTS 
F.atimatecl Capital Colt, (millions) 

Year of 
Conltniction Factor 

Coll 

$14.2 1.00 
10.5 1.00 
10.7 I.00 

w 1.00 

$49.2 

$7.9 

$1.5 

$1.4 J.00 
ru 1.00 

$15.5 

$2.5 

$66.2 

$10.4 

Source: Compiled by 1TI from data provided by Metro and SDHPT. 
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Estimated Cost 
1990DoUan 

$14.2 
10.S 
10.7 
13.8 

$49.2 

$1.9 

$1.5 

$7.4 

!l 

$15.5 

$2.S 

$66.2 

$10.4 



• 5,195 (57%) by bus, 741 (8%) by vanpool, 3,153 (35%) by carpool (Figure 2). 

Vehicle Movement 

• A.M. Peak Hour, 810 vph 
• 63 (8%) bus, 44 (5%) vans, 703 cars (87%) (Figure 3). 

• A.M. Peak Period, 1773 vehicles. 
• 137 (8%) bus, 87 (5%) vans, 1549 (87%) cars (Figure 4). 

Accident Rate 

• For the period from November 1984 through September 1990, the transitway accident 
rate was 1.28 accidents per million vehicle miles. 

Vehicle Breakdown Rates 

• The following vehicle breakdown rates were observed between December, 1984 and 
December 1990. 

• Buses; 1 breakdown per 27 ,354 vehicle-miles of travel (VMT). 
• Vanpools; 1 breakdown per 92,727 VMT. 
• Carpools; 1 breakdown per 39,046 VMT. 
• Overall weighted average; 1 breakdown per 34,313 VMT. 

Violation Rate 

• The observed violation rate (vehicles on the transitway not eligible to use the 
transitway) is approximately 1.5 % . 

Peak Hour I..ane Efficiency 

• Peak-hour passengers multiplied by average speed is sometimes used as a measure of 
the efficiency of a lane. For the transitway lane, this value (expressed in lOOO's) is 
approximately 248.0. 

Travel Tbne Savin&s 

• The users of the transitway experience a travel time savings (Figure 5). 
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• The tables on the following page indicate that, on a typical non-incident day, travel 
time savings of approximately 1,057 hours (63,422 min.) are realized. Assuming 250 
days of operation, annual savings would be 264,250 hours. At $9.25/hour, this 
equates to $2.447 million per year. This is extremely conservative since it does not 
consider travel time savings due to incidents on the freeway. Data from Houston 
suggest increasing this value by 100% to account for incidents would be reasonable. 
Thus, travel time savings to transitway users are estimated to be in the range of $2.44 
to $4.88 million per year. 

FREEWAY DATA 

• For purposes of safety and visibility, freeway volumes are counted at Little York 
between an exit ramp and an entrance ramp. Thus, freeway volumes may be low in 
comparison to actual freeway operations. The cross section at the count location has 
been expanded from 3 to 4 lanes per direction; the southbound expansion was 
completed in June 1987 and the northbound expansion in 1988. 

Person Movement 

• In the a.m. peak hour, person movement has been increasing and is currently at 8,280 
persons in the peak hour (Figure 6). Prior to contraflow implementation, limited data 
suggest this value was 6,335. 

• A.M. peak period mainlane person trips are shown in Figure 7. 

Vehicle Volume 

• In the a.m. peak hour, 7,181 vehicles use the mainlanes (Figure 6). Prior to 
contraflow implementation, limited data suggest this value was 4,950. 

• In the a.m. peak period, 21,684 vehicles use the mainlanes (Figure 7). 
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Southbound A.M. Travel Time Savings for North Transitway 
(Averaae of 4 Quarter L v Travel Time Survevs Co nd • 199 ucted m 0) 

Time Measured Travel Time Transitway Person Trips Travel Time Saved 
of Day (Person-Minutes) 

Freeway T-Way Savings Carpool Vanpool Bus Total 
(min) Cmin> <min> 

Section from Sam Houston Parkwa, to N. Shepherd 

6:00 4.76 4.61 o. 15 181 227 520 927 136.44 

6:30 5.30 4.56 0.75 377 346 947 1,669 1,249.24 

7:00 5.28 4.35 0.93 536 213 1.176 1.925 1.788.41 

7:30 5.70 4.43 1.28 430 30 1.086 1.546 1.972.66 

8:00 4.62 4.45 0.17 201 7 676 884 151.02 

8:30 4.52 4.32 0.20 77 6 180 263 52.28 

9:00 4.47 4.47 ·0.01 21 4 0 25 -0.14 

Peak Period Total 1.822 832 4 584 7 238 5,349.92 

Section From N. SheDl'lerd to the HoRan OVerr.ass 

6:00 8.26 8.14 0.12 210 227 726 1 163 143.76 

6:30 10.14 8.04 2.10 348 463 1 629 2 440 5.119.56 

7:00 13.29 8.02 5.27 520 329 2 031 2 880 15.164.00 

7:30 14.72 8.48 6.23 505 110 1 860 2 475 15,425.94 

8:00 11.46 8.00 3.46 222 20 941 1 183 4,090.34 

8:30 8.95 7.50 1.45 102 1 344 447 648.15 

9:00 7.82 7.86 -0.04 35 0 28 63 ·2.78 

Peak Period Total 1.942 1.151 7 557 10.650 40.58S.98 

Northbound PM Travel Time Savinas for North Transitway 

Section from Sam Houston Parkwa to N. Sh•nherd 

15:30 4.40 4.37 0.03 51 14 189 245 8.12 

16:00 4.86 4.57 0.29 169 257 532 958 276.09 

16:30 4.62 4.62 0.00 239 128 463 831 0.00 

17:00 6.15 5. 15 1.00 375 215 1.345 1 935 1 942.81 

17:30 10.67 5.09 5.58 314 122 1. 104 1 541 8 596.85 

18:00 5.57 5.56 0.02 252 1 653 907 17.63 

18:30 4.93 4.62 .31 116 3 133 252 78.50 

Peak Period Total 1 516 741 4.420 6.678 10.920.00 

Section from N. Shepherd to the Hoaan OVercass 

15:30 1.79 7.98 -0.19 61 46 403 510 ·94.92 

16:30 8.70 8.48 0.21 195 306 947 1 448 310.66 

16:30 8.41 8.59 ·0.18 249 191 916 1 355 ·240.95 

17:00 9.70 8.63 1.07 489 355 2.149 2 992 3 191.20 

17:30 9.99 8.73 1.25 437 165 , 713 2 315 2 903.08 

18:00 8.83 8.26 0.57 236 23 755 1.014 578. 12 

18:30 7.96 8.02 -0.07 110 20 378 508 ·33.84 

Peak Period 1,776 , # 104 7,261 10, 141 6,613.36 
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Vehicle Occupancy 

• In the a.m. peak hour, mainlane occupancy is approximately 1.15. 

• In the a.m. peak period, mainlane occupancy is approximately 1.13. 

Accident Rate 

• Implementation of the transitway resulted in narrower shoulders and no inside 
emergency shoulder. 

• Prior to opening the transitway, a contraflow lane was in operation. For the period 
(1/82 to 11184) prior to opening the transitway, the freeway accident rate was 1.82 
accidents per million vehicle miles (MVM). From 12/84 through 9/90, since the 
transitway opened, the accident rate has been 1.90. Only officer reported accidents 
are included. 1990 freeway volumes estimated by TII to obtain rates. 

A veraee Operatina: Speed 

• Average operating speed on the mainlanes has increased since the transitway opened 
(Figure 8). 

Peak Hour Lane Efficiency 

• Peak-hour passengers multiplied by average speed is sometimes used as a measure of 
per lane efficiency. 

• For the freeway mainlanes, the current peak hour per lane efficiency is 68. 7. 

COMBINED FREEWAY AND TRANSITW A Y DATA 

Total Person Movement 

• Percent by transitway, a.m. peak. 

• At Little York, the transitway is carrying 35% of the total peak-hour person 
movement (Figure 9). In the peak period, the transitway carries 27 % of the a. m. 
peak period person trips (Figure 10). Compared to pre-contraflow conditions, 
peak-hour person movement has increased by 100.6%. 
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Vehicle Occupancy 

• The combined occupancy for the freeway and transitway in the peak hour is 1.59, 
versus 1.15 occupants per vehicle for the mainlanes (Figure 11). Occupancy in the 
peak period has also increased with the opening of the transitway (Figure 12). Prior 
to implementing the contraflow lane, in 1978 average occupancy on the North 
Freeway was 1.28 persons per vehicle. 

• The occupancy on the North Freeway, which has had a priority transitway lane since 
1979, has consistently been higher than the occupancy of freeways without transitways 
(Figure 13). 

Peak Hour Lane Efficiency 

• Peak hour passengers multiplied by average speed is sometimes used as a measure of 
the efficiency of a freeway corridor. The efficiency of the North Corridor is 104.6 
(Figure 14). Prior to contraflow lane implementation, in 1978 the per lane efficiency 
was estimated to be 41. Freeway corridors without transitways experience lower 
efficiencies (Figure 15). 

BUS TRANSIT DATA 

Bus Vehicle and Passena:er Trips 

• Within the a.m. peak period, bus passenger trips have remained relatively consistent 
over the past five years, with about 3,000 passengers per peak hour (Figure 16) and 
about 5,000 passengers per peak period (Figure 17). Likewise, the bus vehicle trips 
for the peak period have also remained consistent, with about 150 bus trips per peak 
period (Figure 17). 

• The North Freeway Corridor carries approximately twice the number of bus passenger 
trips as corridors which do not have transitways (Figure 18). 

Park-and-Ride 

• Currently, 4, 157 vehicles are parked in the corridor park-and-ride lots. 
Approximately 59% of the 7,017 parking spaces are utilized (Figure 19). 

• The Southwest Freeway, which does not have a transitway, has less than half the 
number of park-and-ride patrons as North Transitway. Southwest Freeway park-and­
ride lots are operating at only 40% capacity as opposed to 59% on North Freeway 
(Figure 20). 
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NORTH FREEWAY (IH 45N) MAINLANES AND TRANSITWAY A.M. TRAVEL TIME 
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FIGURE B-14 
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NORTH FREEWAY (IH 45N) CORRIDOR PARK-AND- RIDE DEMAND 
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GULF FREEWAY a 45) AND HOV LANE. HOUSTON 
Summary of A.M. Peak-Period, Peak-Direction Katy Freeway and Transitway Data, December 1990 

Prepared by Texas Transportation Institute 

Type of Data7 "Representative• "Representative• % Change 

Phase 1 ofTransitway Became Operational 5/16/88 Pre-Transitway Value Current Value 

Transitway Data 

Transitway Length (miles) 6.5 

Tranaitway Cost (millions of 1990 dollars) $44.2 

Person-Movement 

Peak Hour (7-8 a.m.) 2,809 -
Peak Period (6-9:30 a.m.) S,117 -
Total Daily 10,025 -

Vehicle Volumes 

Peak Hour - 882 -
Peak Period - 1,519 -

Vehicle Occupancy, Peak Hour (persons/veh) - 3.18 -
Accident Rate (Accidents!MVM), II/84-12/90 - 1.35 -
Vehicle Breakdowns (VMT/Breakdown), 11184-12/90 - 43,982 -
Violation Rate (6-9:30 a.m.) 2.1 % 

Peak Hour Lane Efficiency (lOOO's) - 142 --
Annual Value of User Time Saved (millions)' - $0.3 to $0.6 --

Freeway Mainlane Data (see note) 

Person Movement 

Peak Hour 6,972 - -
Peak Period (6-9:30 a.m.) 21,259 - -

Vehicle Volume 

Peak Hour 5,628 - -
Peak Period 17,414 - -

Vehicle Occupancy, Peak Hour (persons/veh) 1.24 - -
Accident Rate (Accidents!MVM)' 1.79 1.45 -19.0% 

Avg. Operating Speeds 

Peak Hour 39.6 - -
Peak Period 43.0 -

Peak Hour lane Efficiency1 (IOOO's) 92 -

Combined Freeway Mainland and Transitway Data 

Total Person Movement 

Peak Hour - - -
Peak Period - - -

Vehicle Volume 

Peak Hour - - -
Peak Period - - -

Vehicle Occupancy 

Peak Hour - - -
Peak Period - - -

2+ Carpool Volumes 

Peak Hour - - -
Peak Period - - -

Travel Time (minutes)' 

Peak Hour 9.6' 1.5' -21.9% 

Peak Period 7.54 7.P - 5.3% 

Peak Hour Lane Efficiency (lOOO's) - - -

Footnotes on page C-3 



Sununary of P.M. Peak-Period, Peak-Direction Katy Freeway and Tnmsitway Data, 
December 1990 Continued 

Type of Data "Representative• "Representative• 
Pre-Transitway Current Value 

Value 

Transit Data 

Bus Vehicle Tripi 
Peak Hour 23 -
Peak-Period 41• -

Bua P111enaer Trips 
Peak Hour 800• -
Peak Period 1,310• -

Bus Occupancy (pel'llOns/bus) 
Peak Hour 34.8 -
Peak Period 32.0 -

Vehicles Parked in Corridor Park & Ride Lots 1,115 1,349 

Bus Operating Speed (mph)' 
Peak Hour 30.7' 50.45 

Peak Period 41.7' 53.25 

•Data collected at Monroe, not Telephone. 

% 
Change 

-
-

-
-

-
-

+21.0% 

+ 63.2% 
+ 28.8% 

Note: Site-specific data collected at Monroe. For purposes of visibility and safety, the freeway volumes are counted between an ex.it 
and an entrance ramp. Thus, the mainlane volumes may be low. 

Footnotes on following page. 

Comparison of Measures of Effectiveness, Freeway With (Gulf, 1-45) 
and Freeway Without (Southwest US 59) Transitway, Houston'·' 

Measure of Effectiveness "Representative• "Representative• % Change 
Pre-Transitway Value 12/90 Value 

Average A.M. Peak-Hour Vehicle Occupancy 
Freeway w/transitway 1.29 - --
Freeway w/o transitway 1.26 1.31 + 4.0% 

A.M. Peak Hour, 2+ Carpool Volume Change 
Freeway w/transitway 415 - -
Freeway w/o tramitway 595. 743 +24.9% 

Bua Pauenaen, Poat Period 
Freeway w/tramitway 1,310 - -
Freeway wlo transitway 2,255 2,100 - 6.9% 

Can Parked at Park-and-Ride Lots 
Fnieway w/ttansitway 1,115 1,349 +21.0% 
Freeway w/o ttansitway l,680 1,665 • 0.9% 

Facility Per Lane Efficiency' 
Freeway w/transitway - - -
Freeway w/o transitway 76 60 • 21.l % 

1-iootnotes on follow1 a e Dip g 
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Footnotes 

'This rcprcsenta the multiple of peak-hour pusengerund average speed (passcngen x milea/hour). It is used as a measure of per lane efficiency. 
2Accidenu analyzed betwceu Broadway and downtown, a distance of approximately 6.S miles, which corresponds to Phase 1 of the transitway. 
Pn-tranaitway include• 4 yean of mainlane accident data from S/16/84 to S/lS/88. Current value ia from S/16/88 to 9/90. 
'From Braodway to Dowlin,i a diatance of 6.3 miles. 
4Data pertains to operation in the freeway mainlancs. 
'Data pertains to operation in the transitway. 
"Based on time uving1 fortransitway users in 1990, an annual estimate of travel time uvinga to transitway usen i1 developed. A value of time 
of $9.25/hour i1 uaed based on the value applied in the Highway Economic Evaluation Model. 
'Transitway data arc collected at Telephone Road and freeway data are collected at Monroe. Since the transitway doe1 not yet extend to Monroe, 
it ii not po11ible at this time to combine and/or compare freeway and transitway data. 
'Data for freeway• without transitwaya are a composite of data collected on the Gulf Freeway during the time in which no transitway existed 
on that facility (6/83 thru 4/88) and on the Southwest Freeway (9/86 to present). 

Source: Texaa Tranaportation Institute. The Texas A&M University System. 

TRANSITWAY DATA 

Description 

• Phase 1 {6.5 miles) of the HOV lane opened 5/16/88. Weekend operation began 
1011/89. The capital cost for the operating segment {incl. all support facilities) in 
1990 dollars was $44.2 million. The cost to complete the entire facility {1990 dollars) 
will be $121.1 million. A more detailed cost breakdown {including dates) is provided 
on the following two pages. 

• Key dates are noted on the capital cost sheets. 

Person Movement 

• In December 1990, 10,025 person trips per day were served on the HOV lane. 

• A.M. Peale Hour, 2,809 persons/hour. 

• 930 {33%) by bus, 171 (6%) by vanpool, 1,708 (61 %) by carpool (Figure 1). 
• Average transitway vehicle occupancy = 3 .18 persons/vehicle. 

• A.M. Peak Period, 5,117 persons. 

• 1,980 (39%) by bus, 224 (4%) by vanpool, 2,913 (57%) by carpool (Figure 2). 

Vehicle Movement 

• A.M. Peak Hour, 882 vph 
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Cost Component 

HOV Lane and Ramps 

Phase 1 Metro (1988) 
Phase 2 Metro (1988) 
Phase 1 SDHP'f (1988) 
Phase 2 SDHPI' (1988) 

SUB-TOTAL 

Per Mile 

Surveillance, Communication and Control 

SUB-TOTAL 

Per Mile 

Support Facilities 

Bay Area P/R (1984) 
Edgebrook: P/R (1981) 
Eastwood Tnnsit Center (1988) 

SUB-TOTAL 

Per Mile 

TOTAL COST 

COST PER MILE (6.S miles) 

GULF HOV LANE OPERATING SEGMENT 
Estimated Capital Cost, (millioos) 

Year of 
Construction 

Cost 

$1.6 
0.4 

16.0 

l.U 

$30.S 

$4.7 

$1.9 

$1.9 

$0.3 

$3.7 
3.3 

ti 

$12.6 

$1.9 

$45.0 

$6.9 

Source: Compiled by 1TI from data provided by Metro and SDHPI'. 
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Eatimated 
Factor Cost 

1990Dollm 

0.98 $1.6 
0.98 0.4 
0.98 IS.7 
0.98 12.2 

$29.9 

$4.6 

1.00 $1.9 

$1.9 

$0.3 

0.93 $3.4 
I.OS 3.5 
0.98 S.5 

$12.4 

$1.9 

$44.2 

$6.8 



Colt Component 

HOV Lane and Rames 

Phase 3 Metro 
Phuc3 SDHPT 
Hobby West AccCN Ramp 
Puqwi Acce11 Rampa 

SUB-TOTAL 

Per Mile 

Surveillance, Communication and Control 

SUB-TOTAL 

Per Mile 

Support Facilities 

Hobby East P/R 
Fuqua West PIR 
Fuqua East PIR 

SUB-TOTAL 

Per Mile 

TOTAL COST 

COST PER MILE (9.0 miles) 

GULF HOV LANE, FUTURE SEGMENTS 
Esmnated Capital Cost, (million.s) 

Year of 
Constniction 

Colt 

$4.0 
42.7 
6.8 
6.0 

$59.5 

$6.6 

$1.4 

$1.4 

$0.2 

$5.0 
$6.0 
5.0 

$16.0 

$1.8 

$76.9 

$8.5 

Source: Compiled by TT1 from data provided by Metro and SDHPT 
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&ti.mated 
Factor Cost 

1990 Dollar5 

1.00 $4.0 
1.00 42.7 
1.00 6.8 
1.00 6.0 

$59.S 

$6.6 

1.00 $1.4 

Sl.4 

$0.2 

1.00 $5.0 
1.00 6.0 
LOO 5.0 

$16.0 

$1.8 

$76.9 

$8.5 



• 30 (3%) bus, 17 (2%) vans, 835 (95%) carpools (Figure 3). 

• A.M. Peak Period, 1,519 vehicles. 
• 70 (4%) bus, 24 (2%) vans, 1,425 (94%) carpools (Figure 4). 

Vehicle Breakdown Rates 

• As measured from September 1, 1988 through December 1990, the following rates 
have been observed. 

• Buses; 1 breakdown per 59,687 vehicle-miles of travel (VMT). 
• Vanpools; 0 breakdowns. 
• Carpools; 1 breakdown per 41, 850 VMT. 
• Weighted average; 1 breakdown per 43,982 VMT. 

Peak Hour Lane Efficiency 

• Peak-hour passengers multiplied by average speed is sometimes used as a measure of 
the efficiency of a lane. For the transitway lane, this value (expressed in lOOO's) is 
approximately 141.6. 

Travel Time Savin&s 

• The users of the transitway experience a travel time savings (Figure 5). 

• The tables on the following page indicate that, on a typical non-incident day, travel 
time savings of approximately 123 hours (7,378 min.) are realized. Assuming 250 
days of operation, annual savings would be 30, 750 hours. At $9.25/hour, this equates 
to $284,000 per year. This is extremely conservative since it does not consider travel 
time savings due to incidents on the freeway. Data from Houston suggest increasing 
this value by 100% to account for incidents would be reasonable. Thus, travel time 
savings to transitway users are estimated to be in the range of $0.3 to $0.6 million 
per year. 
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Northbound A.M. Treva! Time Savings for Gulf Treneitwey 
{Average of 4 Quarterly Travel Time Suivays Conducted in 19901 

TilTMI Meesuted Trev.I Time Traneitway Parson TriP11 Travel Time Saved 

of Day (Parson-MinutM) 

FrMway T·Way Savings Carpool Vanpool au. Total 
(mini lminl (min! 

Section From Perk Place to Dowling 

8:00 8.98 8.93 0.05 55 9 133 197 9.82 

11:30 6.75 7.06 -0.31 176 19 315 510 -159.45 

7:00 t.26 7.64 1.71 664 116 503 1,181 2,022.46 

7:30 9.86 7.38 2.50 883 50 465 1,399 3,490.42 

8:00 6.82 7.08 -0.26 380 21 333 734 -192.54 

8:30 e.80 11.83 -0.23 13i 7 121 205 -80.67 

9:00 e.so 0.71 -0.21 68 7 16 90 -19.02 

P .. k Period Total 2,263 227 1,884 4,374 5,091.02 

Southbound PM Travel Ti!TMI Savings for Gulf Transitwey 

Section from Perk Piece to Dowling 

3:30 11.67 6.64 0.03 70 9 85 164 5.47 

4:00 6.87 7.80 -0.92 137 36 203 375 ·347.11 

4:30 11.86 7.34 -0.49 274 38 308 020 -302.01 

5:00 8.117 8.12 0.65 600 (14 508 1,071 584.45 

5:30 9.87 7.33 2.54 456 30 383 889 2.208.71 

6:00 7.61 7.16 0.45 196 18 196 408 183.49 

8:30 6.83 8.97 -0.36 67 5 60 132 -45.56 

Peek Period 1,697 200 1,741 3,638 2.287.46 

FREEWAY DATA 

• For the freeway data which have been coilected in the Gulf corridor since 1983 have 
been, for a variety of reasons, collected at Monroe. The transitway does not yet 
extend to Monroe. As a result, the freeway data are not at this time comparable to 
the transitway data. As a result, the freeway data are generally shown as being "Pre­
Transitway" in the summary sheet. 

Person Movement 

• In the a.m. peak hour, the average person volume is 6,972 (Figure 6). 

• The a.m. peak period, person volume is approximately 21,259 (Figure 7). 
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Vehicle VoJume 

• In the a.m. peak hour, vehicle volume is 5,628 vph (Figure 6). 

• In the a.m. peak period, vehicle volume is 17,414 (Figure 7). 

Veblcle Occupancy 

• In the a. m. peak hour, mainlane occupancy is 1.24 persons per vehicle. 

• In the a.m. peak period, mainlane occupancy is 1.22 persons per vehicle. 

Accident Rate 

• Implementation of the transitway resulted in narrower freeway lanes and no inside 
emergency shoulder. 

• For the section of Gulf Freeway between Broadway and downtown, the accident rate 
for the mainlanes for four years of operation (5/16/84 to 5/15/88) was 1.79 accidents 
per million vehicle miles (MVM). "After transitway" accident rate for the mainlanes 
is 1.45 accidents per MVM and includes the period 5/88 to 9/90. Only officer­
reported accidents are included in current accident files. 1990 volumes estimated by 
rn to compute rates. 

Avera&e Operatin& Speed 

• In comparison to pre-transitway conditions, mainlane operating speeds in the peak 
period increased between South Loop 610 and Dowling - the portion of the Gulf 
corridor which corresponds to Phase I of the transitway. Speeds have dropped outside 
South Loop 610, where the transitway has yet to be implemented (Figure 8). 

Peak Hour I...ane Efficiency 

• Peak-hour passengers multiplioo by average speed is sometimes used as a measure of 
per lane efficiency. 

• The freeway efficiency as measured at Monroe is 92.0 (Figure 9). 
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COMBINED FREEWAY AND TRANSITWAY DATA 

• The freeway data collected at Monroe (the transitway is not yet completed to Monroe) 
cannot be combined or compared to the transitway data collected at Telephone at this 
time. As a result, the combined data are not shown for those instances where Monroe 
and Telephone data would need to be combined. 

Total Person Movement (see note) 

Vehicle Occupancy (see note) 

Carpool Volumes 

• In the a.m. peak hour, the total number of 2+ carpools measured on the freeway at 
Monroe is approximately 858 vph (Figure 10). The peak-period volume is shown in 
Figure 11. 

Peak Hour Lane Efficiency (see note) 

BUS TRANSIT DATA 

• Transitway data are routinely collected at Telephone Road and freeway data at 
Monroe. Until the transitway is completed to Monroe, it is not appropriate to 
combine or compare freeway and transitway data. 

Bus Vehicle and Passeneer Trips 

• Bus vehicle and passenger trips as counted on the freeway mainlanes at Monroe show: 
23 peak-hour bus vehicle trips and 800 peak-hour bus passenger trips; and 41 peak­
period bus trips and 1,310 peak-period bus passenger trips. 
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Park-and-Ride 

• Prior to opening the transitway, approximately 1, 115 vehicles were parked in corridor 
park-and-ride lots. This has increased 21.0% to a current level of 1,349 (Figure 12). 

• Comparison of Southwest Freeway and Gulf Freeway park-and-ride utilization is 
shown in Figure 13. 
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GULF FREEWAY (IH 455) MAINLANES 
A.M. PEAK PERIOD 2+ CARPOOL UTILIZATION 
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NORTHWEST FREEWAY AND HOV LANE 





NORTHWEST FREEWAY <US 290) AND HOV LANE. HOUSTON 
Summary of A.M. Peak-Period, Peak-Direction Northwest Freeway and Tramitway Data, December 1990 

Prepared by Texas Transportation Inatitute 

Type of Data "Reprcaentative • "Reprcaentative • % Change 
Phaae 1 ofTranaitway Became Operational 8/29/88 Pre-Tranaitway Value Current Value 

Transitway Data 

Tranaitway Length (milea) 13.5 

Tranaitway Coat (milliom of 1990 dollars) $96.9 

Peraon-Movement 

Peak Hour (7-8 a.m.) 2,960 -
Peak Period (6-9:30 a.m.) 5,201 -
Total Daily 11,349 -

Vehicle Volumes 

Peak Hour - 1,117 -
Peak Period - 1,943 -

Vehicle Occupancy, Peak Hour (peraona/veh) - 2.65 -
Accident Rate (Accidenta/MVM), 11184-12/90 - 0.95 -
Vehicle Breakdowns (VMT/Brcakdown), 11/84-12/90 - 55,733 -
Violation Rate (6-9:30 a.m.) - 4.6% 

Peak Hour Lane Efficiency (I 000'1) - 168 -
Annual Value of Uaer Time Saved (millions)' - $1.3 to $2.5 -

Freeway Mainlane Data (see note) 

Person Movement 

Peak Hour 6,140 6,034 - 1.7% 

Peak Period (6-9:30 a.m.) 17,450 17,455 + 1.8% 

Vehicle Volume 

Peak Hour 5,370 5,823 + 8.4% 

Peak Period 15,295 16,472 + 7.7% 

Vehicle Occupancy, Peak Hour (persons/veh) 1.14 1.04 - 8.8% 

Accident Rate (Accidents/MVM)2 0.61 0.72 +18.0% 

Avg. Operating Speed' 

Peak Hour 28 28.3 + 1.1 % 

Peak Period 40 41.6 + 4.0% 

Peak Hour lane Efficiency' (1000'1) 62 57 - 8.2% 

Combined Freeway Mainland and Transitway Data 

Total Peraon Movement 

Peak Hour 6,140 8,994 +46.5% 

Peak Period 17,450 22,656 +29.8% 

Vehicle Volume 

Peak Hour 5,370 6,940 +29.2% 

Peak Period 15,295 18,415 +20.4% 

Vehicle Occupancy 

Peak Hour 1.14 1.30 +14.0% 

Peak Period 1.14 1.23 + 7.9% 

2+ Carpool Volumes 

Peak Hour 490 1,389 +182.7% 

P.cak Period 1,365 2,609 + 91.l % 

Travel Time (minutes)' 

Peak Hour 16.2' 8.0' -50.6% 

Peak Period 11.4' 7.9s -30.7% 

Peak Hour Lane Efficiency (1000'1) 62 85 +37.1% 

Footnotes on page D-3 
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Summary of P.M. Peak-Period, Pcak-Di~tion'Katy Freeway and Tra.mitway Data, 
!>cumber 1990 Continued 

Type of Data "Rc:preacntative • "Rc:preaentative • 
Pre-Tmiaitway Cuncnt Value 

Value 

Transit Data 

Bua Vehicle Trips 
Peak Hour 7 22 
Peak-Period 17 45 

Bua Puaeoger Trips 
Peak Hour 170 690 
Peak Period 60S 1,260 

Bua Occupancy (penonalbus) 
Peak Hour 39 31.4 
Peak Period 36 28.0 

Vehicles Parked in Corridor Part & Ride Lota 430 1,186 

Bua Operating Speed (mph)' 
Peak Hour 29.l' 56.~ 
Peak Period 49.~ 62.55 

" Change 

+114.35 
+164.7" 

+lSS.H 
+ 108.3% 

• 19.SS 
- 22.1% 

+ 199.1 % 

+ 94.9% 
+ 27.0% 

Note: Site-specific data collected at Pinemont. For purposes of violation and safety, the freeway volume• are counted between an exit 
end an entrance ramp. Thus, the mainlane volumes may be low. 

Footnote• on following page. 

Comparison of Measures of Effectivcneaa, Freeway With (Northwest US 290) 
and Freeway Without (Southwest US 59) Transitway, Houaton'·' 

Measure of Effectiveness "Reprcacntative • "Representative• % Change 
Pre-Tnmsitway Value 11190 Value 

Average A.M. Peak-Hour Vehicle Occupancy 
Freeway w/transitway 1.14 1.30 + 15.8" 
Freeway w/o transitway 1.16 1.31 + 4.8% 

A.M. Peak Hour, 2+ Carpool Volume ChaDJe 
Freeway w/transitway 490 1,385 +1S6.1S 
Freeway w/o tn.mitway S9S 743 + 24.9% 

Bua l'uaeDJen, Peak Period 
Freeway w/transitway 605 1,260 +108.3% 
Freeway w/o tranaitway 2,255 2,100 - 6.9% 

Cara Parked at Park-and·Ride Lota 
Freeway w/tranaitway 430 1,186 +199.1 S 
Freeway w/o transitway 1,685 1,665 - 1.2% 

Facility Per Lane Efficiency' 
Freeway w/transitway 62 8S + 37.1% 
Freeway w/o tramitway 76 60 • 23.11> 

Footnotes on following page 
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Footnotes 

'This repreaenta the multiple ofpeak-hourpaueDBerund avenge l(leed (pauenien x milealhour). It ia uMd u a measure of per lane efficiency. 
2Accidenta analyzed between Little York and IH 610, a dilWK:e of approximatcly 7.7 miles. Thia comu1pond1 to Phaae I of the tranaitway. 
"Before" data are for the period from 1182 to 8/88. "Current" accident data are for the period 9/88 to 9/90. 1990 freeway volume• estimated 
by 1TI to compute rates. 

&from Lillle Y orl: to IH S 10, a dilltallce of 7. 70 mile•. The remaininJ 1.8 mile• of tranlitway ii inlide IH 610. 
'Data pertaina to operation in the freeway mainlanea. 
'Data pertaina to opention in lhe tramitway. 
'Data for freeway wilhout a tramitway i1 from the Southwest Freeway (9/86 to 12189). 
'Baaed on time uving1 from tramitway uaen in 1990, an allDlll.l Clltimatc of travel time uviDB• to tramitway uaen i1 developed. A value of 
time of $9.2S/bour is uaed baaed on the value applied in the Highway Economic Evaluation Model. 

'The carpool volume• are adjUlted in an effon to account for undercounting of carpool vehicles. 

Source: Texa1 Tnnaportation lllltitulc. The Texas A&M University Syllcm. 

TRANSITW AY DATA 

Description 

• Phase 1 (9.5 miles) of the transitway opened August 29, 1988. 

• The transitway is now complete with 13.5 miles in operation. 

• The capital cost (incl. all support facilities) for the completed facility in 1990 dollars was 
$96.9 million. A more detailed cost breakdown including dates is provided on the 
following page. 

• Selected milestone dates are listed below. Other dates are shown in the capital cost table. 

• 10/1/89 Northwest Transit Center to Little York opens (9.5 miles) 
• 2/6/90 HOV extended to FM 1960 (13.5 miles) 
• 4/1/90 Northwest Transit Center opens 
• 10/6/90 Weekend HOV operation begins 

Person Movement 

• In December 1990, 11,349 person trips per day were served on the HOV lane. 

• A.M. Peak Hour, 2,960 persons/hour. 
• 690 (23%) bus, 8 (1 %) vanpool, 2262 (76%) carpool (Figure 1). 
• Average transitway vehicle occupancy = 2.65 persons/vehicle. 

• A.M. Peak Period, 5,201 persons. 
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Colt Component 

HOV Lane and Ramp1 

Design (1988) 
FM 1960 to FM 529 (1990) 
FM 529 to Little York (1990) 
Plate 2A, N.W. Station Ramp (1990) 
Pbue 28, W. UuJe York Ramp (1988) 
W. Little York to N.W. Transit Center (1988) 
Project Management (1988) 

SUB-TOTAL 

Per Mile 

Surveillance, Communication & Contm! (1990) 

SUB· TOTAL 

Per Mile 

Support Facilities 

W. Uttle York PIR (1988) 
Pinemont PIR (1989) 
112 Nonhwest Tramit Center (1990) 
N.W. Station PIR (1984) 
N.W. Station PIR Modification (1990) 

SUB-TOTAL 

Per Mile 

TOTAL COST 

COST PER MILE (13.5 miles) 

NORTHWFST HOV LANE 
f.stimated Capital Colt (millions) 

Year of 
Co1111tn1ction 

COit 

$4.6 
2.6 
2.7 
3.7 
2.1 

'46.0 

Ll! 

$62.7 

$4.6 

$2.9 

$2.9 

$0.2 

$7.l 
9.S 

10.6 
4.0 
1.4 

$32.6 

$2.4 

$98.2 

$7.3 

Source: Compiled by lTI from data provided by Metro and SDHPT 
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Estimated Cost 
Factor 1990 Dollars 

0.98 $4.S 
1.00 $2.6 
1.00 $2.7 
1.00 $3.7 
0.98 $2.1 
0.98 $45.l 
0.98 ..!..& 

$62.0 

$4.6 

1.00 $2.9 

$2.9 

$0.2 

0.98 $7.0 
0.98 9.3 
1.00 10.6 
0.93 3.7 
1.00 ..1..:.1 

$32.0 

$2.4 

$96.9 

$ 7.2 



• 1,260 (24%) bus, 95 (2%) vanpool, 3,846 (74%) carpool (Figure 2). 

Vehicle Movement 

e A.M. Peak Hour, 1117 vph 
o 22 (2%) bus, 1 (<1%) vans, 1094 (98%) carpools (Figure 3). 

• A.M. Peak Period, 1943 vehicles. 
o 45 (2%) bus, 15 (1 %) vans, 1883 (97%) carpools (Figure 4). 

Accident Rate 

• For the period 8/88 thru 12/90, the transitway accident rate was 0.95 accidents per 
million vehicle miles. 

Vehicle Breakdown Rates 

• As measured from September 1, 1988 through December 1990, the following rates have 
been observed. 

• Buses; 1 breakdown per 40,236 vehicle-miles of travel (VMT). 
• Vanpools; no breakdowns to date. 
• Carpools; 1 breakdown per 55,851 VMT. 
• The weighted average for all vehicle types is 1 breakdown per 55,733 VMT. 

Violation Rate 

• The observed violation rate (vehicles on the transitway not eligible to use the transitway) 
is approximately 4.6%. 

Peak Hour Lane Efficiency 

• Peak-hour passengers multiplied by average speed is sometimes used as a measure of the 
efficiency of a lane. For the transitway lane, this value (expressed in lOOO's) is 
approximately 168.4. 
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Travel Time Sayinas 

• The users of the transitway experience a travel time savings in the a.m. (Figure 5). 

• The tables on the following page below indicate that, on a typical non-incident day, travel 
time savings of approximately 32,653 minutes, or 544 hours, are reaJired. Assuming 
250 days of operation and a value of time of $9.25/hour, this equates to $1.3 million per 
year. This is extremely conservative since it does not consider travel time savings due 
to incidents on the freeway. Data from Houston suggest increasing this value by 100% 
to account for incidents would be reasonable. Thus, travel time savings to transitway 
users are estimated to be in the range of $1.3 to $2.5 million per year. 

FREEWAY DATA 

• For purposes of safety and visibility, freeway volumes are counted at Pinemont overpass 
between an exit ramp and an entrance ramp. Thus, freeway volumes may be low in 
comparison to actual freeway operations. Data are colle.cted in a section with 3 lanes in 
each dire.ction. 

Person Movement 

• In the am. peak hour, compared to pre HOV conditions person movement has de.creased 
by 1. 7 % (Figure 6). 

• The a.m. peak period, compared to pre HOV conditions person movement has increased 
by 1. 8 % (Figure 7). 

Vehicle Volume 

• In the a.m. peak hour, vehicle volume has increased by 8.4% (Figure 6). 

• In the a.m. peak period, vehicle volume has increased by 7.7% (Figure 7). 
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Southbound A.M. Travel Time Sevinge for Northw•t Transitway 
(Average of 4 Quarterly Travel Time Survey• Conducted in 19901 

Time Meaeured Trevel Time Trensitwey Pereon Tripe 
of Dey 

Fr .. wey T-Wey S.vinge Cupool Vanpool Bue Total 
(min) (min) (min) 

Section from Eldridge to Senate 

6:00 4.48 4.08 0.40 259 20 95 374 

6:30 4.24 4.07 0.17 634 21 180 835 

7:00 4.82 4.04 0.78 872 0 288 1,139 

7:30 4.85 4.05 0.81 586 2 170 738 

8:00 4.47 3.98 0.48 288 0 73 340 

8:30 4.07 3.96 0.11 78 0 0 78 

9:00 4.08 3.97 0.11 38 0 7 43 

PMk Period Total 2,712 43 792 3,547 

Section From Senate to S.P. Railroad 

8:00 12.87 13.88 -0.79 167 18 80 263 

6:30 18.00 14.01 1.98 844 88 283 973 

7:00 21.52 14.52 8.99 1,249 18 368 1,634 

7:30 21.28 14.82 6.46 1,365 9 345 1,719 

8:00 16.47 14.19 2.28 650 1 140 791 

8:30 13.53 13.74 ..().22 223 0 15 238 

9:00 14.59 13.57 1.02 74 0 13 87 

PMk Period Total 4,370 110 1224 5,704 

Northbound PM Travel Time S.vinge for North-t Tremitway 

Section from Senate to Eldridge 

15:30 4.42 4.35 0.08 45 3 20 67 

16:00 4.25 4.42 -0.18 157 15 30 202 

16:30 4.36 4.32 0.04 249 8 103 359 

17:00 4.29 4.33 -0.04 454 8 245 706 

17:30 4.51 4.51 0.00 587 2 295 884 

18:00 4.35 4.31 0.04 372 3 95 470 

18:30 4.33 4.29 0.04 170 0 50 220 

Peek Period Total 2,032 39 838 2,908 

Section from the S.P. Railroad to Senate 

15:30 13.01 13.98 -0.97 84 0 30 114 

18:00 13.17 14.158 -1.39 234 43 88 3715 

18:30 14.49 14.04 0.45 450 23 253 725 

17:00 15.43 14.38 1.08 765 10 315 1,090 

17:30 17.97 14.88 3.09 778 8 375 1,159 

18:00 15.01 14.51 0.50 411 1 213 825 

18:30 12.98 13.79 -0.82 152 0 83 214 

PNk Period Total 2,873 83 1,345 4,301 

D-7 

Travel Time Saved 
(Pereon-Minut•l 

149.60 

142.65 

886.08 

447.77 

184.33 

8.45 

4.86 

1,803.75 

-207.48 

1,931.13 

11.427.17 

11, 103.42 

1,802.25 

-51.24 

88.69 

26,093.96 

5.14 

-35.35 

13.46 

-28.45 

3.68 

18.28 

9.78 

-13.46 

-110.27 

-1520.86 

325.36 

1,152.07 

3,584.91 

314.24 

-174.77 

4,570.87 



Vehicle Occupancy 

• In the a.m. peak hour, compared to pre HOV conditions mainlane occupancy has 
declined by 8. 8 % • 

• In the a.m. peak period, compared to pre HOV conditions mainlane occupancy has 
declined by 5.4%. 

Accident Rate 

• Implementation of the transitway · resulted in narrower freeway lanes and inside 
emergency shoulder. 

• For the section between Little York and I-610, the accident rate for the period (1/82-
8/88) preceding the opening of the transitway was 0.61 accidents per million vehicle 
miles (MVM). The accident data available for the period (9/88-9/90) after the transitway 
opened indicates an accident rate of 0. 72 accidents/MVM. 1990 freeway volumes 
estimated by TTI to compute rates. 

Averaae Operatin& Speed 

• In comparison to pre-transitway conditions, mainlane operating speeds have decreased 
in the peak hour, but show improvement in the peak period. The data in Figure 8 show 
the average of all travel time runs made both before and after the transitway opened for 
the a.m. peak period. 

Peak Hour Lane Efficiency 

• Peak-hour passengers multiplied by average speed is sometimes used as a measure of per 
lane efficiency. 

• For the freeway mainlanes, decreased peak hour person movement has resulted in a 
decrease in per lane efficiency of 8.2%. 

COMBINED FREEWAY AND TRANSITWAY DATA 

Total Person Movement 

• Percent by transitway, a. m. peak. 
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• At Pinemont, the transitway is moving 33 % of peak-hour person movement 
(transitway = 2,960; freeway= 6,034) and 23% of peak-period (transitway = 5,201; 
freeway = 17,455) person movement (Figure 9). 

• Increase in a.m. Person Movement at Pinemont 

• Provision of the transitway increased total directional lanes by 33 % • 

• Total peak-hour person movement has increased by 46.5%, from 6,140 to 8,994 
(Figure 9). Peak-period person movement has increased by 29.8%, from 17,450 to 
22,656 (Figure 10). 

Vehicle Occupancy 

• The combined occupancy for the freeway and transitway in the peak hour is 1.30, an 
14.0% increase over the pre-transitway occupancy (Figure 11). Occupancy in the peak 
period is 7.9% greater than pre-transitway levels (Figure 12). 

• While the occupancy on the Northwest Freeway has increased, on freeways which do not 
have transitways occupancy has decreased (Figure 13). 

Carpool Volumes 

• In the a.m. peak hour, the total number of 2+ carpools (freeway plus transitway) has 
increased by 182. 7% compared to pre-transitway levels (Figure 14). In the a.m. peak 
period, the increase has been 91.1 % (Figure 15). These increases have not been 
experienced on freeways not having transitways (Figure 16). 

• Carpools using the transitway were surveyed in November 1987. Of the carpools 
surveyed: 34 % previously drove alone; 1 % are making new trips; 52 % previously 
carpooled, and 13 % rode a bus or van. 

Peak Hour Lane Efficiency 

• Peak-hour passengers multiplied by average speed is sometimes used as a measure of the 
efficiency of a lane. The average efficiency of a lane on the freeway (3 freeway lanes 
plus 1 transitway lane) has increased by 37% since the implementation of the transitway 
(Figure 17). Currently, no discemable trend in efficiency is evident when the Northwest 
Freeway is compared with freeways that have no transitway (Figure 18). 
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BUS TRANSIT DATA 

Bus Vehicle and Passeneer Trips 

• In the a.m. peak hour, bus trips have been increased by 214% since the transitway 
opened, and a 156% increase in bus ridership has resulted (Figure 19). In the peak 
period, a 165% increase has occurred in bus trips, and a 108% increase in bus ridership 
has resulted (Figure 20). 

• While bus trips have increased in the Northwest Freeway corridor, in the corridors which 
do not have transitways bus trips have remained fairly constant (Figure 21). 

Park-and-Ride 

• Prior to opening the transitway, approximately 430 vehicles were parked in corridor 
park-and-ride lots. This has increased 199% to a current level of 1286 (Figure 22). 

• The increase in cars parked in the Northwest corridor has not occurred in the freeway 
corridor that does not have a transitway (Figure 23). 
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NORTHWEST FREEWAY (US 290) TRANSllWAY 
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NORTHWEST FREEWAY (US 290) 
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NORTHWEST FREEWAY (US 290) 
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NORTHWEST fREEWAY (US 290) MAINLANE AND TRANSITWAY 
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NORTHWEST FREEWAY (US 290) MAINLANE AND TRANSITWAY 
A.M. PEAK PERIOD AVERAGE OCCUPANCY 
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A.M. PEAK HOUR AVERAGE OCCUPANCY 
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FIGURE 0-14 

NORTHWEST FREEWAY (US 290) MAINLANE AND TRANSITWAY 
A.M. PEAK HOUR 2 + CARPOOL UTILIZATION 
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SOURCE : TEXAS TRANSPORTATION INSTITUTE 
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FIGURE D-15 

NORTHWEST FREEWAY (US 290) MAINLANE AND TRANSITWAY 
A.M. PEAK PERIOD 2+ CARPOOL UTILIZATION 
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NORTHWEST TRANSITWAY PHASE 1, NORTHWEST TRANSIT CENTER TO 
LITTLE YORK (9.5 Ml), OPENED AUGUST 29, 1988 
PEAK PERIOD IS 6:00 - 9:30 A.M. 
DATA COLLECTED SOUTHBOUND UNDER PINEMONT 
SOURCE: TEXAS TRANSPORTATION INSTITUTE 

LEGEND: T =TOTAL 2+ CARPOOLS 
A= TOTAL TRANSITWAY 2+ CARPOOLS 
M =TOTAL MAINLANE 2+ CARPOOLS 
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FIGURE D-16 

A.M. PEAK HOUR 2+ CARPOOL VOLUMES 
fREEWAYS WITH AND WITHOUT TRANSITWAY 
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FIGURE D-17 

NORTHWEST FREEWAY (US 290) EVALUATION 
A.M. PEAK HOUR COMBINED MAINLANE AND TRANSITWAY EFFICIENCY 
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PEAi< HOUR EfflCIENCY PER LANE EXPRESSED AS THE MULTIPLE or PEAK HOUR PASSENGERS TIMES LEGEND ; A= A.M. PEAK HOUR EfflCIENCY 
AVERAGE OPERATING SPEED. FOR THE PERIOD AFTER THE OPENING OF THE TRANSITWAY, IT REPRESENTS 
TOTAL PERSONS (FREEWAY + TRANStTWAY) MULTIPLIED BY THE WEIGHTED AVERAGE SPEED AND DIVIDED BY 4 LANES 
SOURCE : TEXAS TRANSPORTATION INSTITUTE 
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FIGURE D-18 

A.M. PEAK HOUR FREEWAY PER LANE EFFICIENCY 
FREEWAYS WITH ANO WITHOUT TRANSITWAY 
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FIGURE D-19 

NORTHWEST FREEWAY (US 290) MAINLANE AND TRANSITWAY 
A.M. PEAK HOUR BUS VEHICLE AND PASSENGER TRIPS 
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SOURCE : TEXAS TRANSPORTATION INSTITUTE 
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FIGURE 0-20 

NORTHWEST FREEWAY (us 290) MAINLANE AND TRANSITWAY 
A.M. PEAK PERIOD BUS VEHICLE AND PASSENGER TRIPS 

60 
---> 

TRANSITWAY TO 
UTTl£ YORK 

50 

40 

30 'BCfORt' 
AVG 

20 

I 
~- I 

J? 
/ \ P.--.P 

,,.,,. ' / 
/ P---P' \ / 

10 'p/ 

----~ 

0 .,---r-- ,---

SEP86 SEP87 SEP88 

DATA COLLECTED SOUTHBOUND UNDER PINEMONT. 3 LANE SECTION 
PEAK PERIOD IS FROM 6:00 TO 9:30 A.M. 
SOURCE ; TEXAS TRANSPORTATION INSTITUTE 
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FIGURE 0-21 

A.M. PEAK PERIOD BUS PASSENGER TRIPS 
TOTAL, FREEWAY PLUS TRANSITWAY VOLUMES 

FREEWAYS WITH AND WITHOUT TRANSITWA Y 
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FIGURE D-22 

NORTHWEST FREEWAY (US 290) CORRIDOR PARK-AND- RIDE DEMAND 
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FIGURE 0-23 

AVERAGE DAILY VEHICLES PARKED AT PARK-AND- RIDE LOTS 
FREEWAYS WITH AND WITHOUT TRANSITWAYS 
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