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INTRODUCTION

The recent dramatic growth in the maquiladora program and the current negotiation of a
possible Free Trade Agreement with Mexico has led to increased interest in the status of
the international border crossings between Texas and Mexico.

The purpose of this report is to present a concise summary of information relative to the
border crossings. This information was compiled to aid in analyzing proposals for new or
expanded facilities.

Included in this report is information on existing border crossings. Also included are
proposed border crossings in various stages of development. This report updates the March
1988 Division of Transportation Planning’s report of the same title, last revised in January,
1989.

ORGANIZATION

For simplicity and easy references the report has been organized as follows:

-Figures 1 through 4 show the location and name of every existing and some known
proposed border crossings.

-Pages 8 through 51 pertain to existing border crossings. For each crossing, from
Brownsville to El Paso, the following information is presented: location, number of travel
lanes, 1988 and 1991 average daily traffic, ownership, free or toll operation, age, proposed
improvements, description, and any pertinent comments. Each crossing is numerically
referenced in the above figures.

-Figures S through 45 (odd numbers only) show an enumeration of trips (inbound and
outbound) counted for a single 24-hour weekday period at each border crossing. This 1988
and 1991 data, though not adjusted for seasonal or weekend variation, does provide a
reasonable indication of actual and relative usage of each crossing.

-Figures 6 through 46 (even numbers only) present the 1988 and 1991 traffic mix for each
border crossing.

-Figures 47 and 48 show each border crossing’s percentage of trips carried by automobiles
and trucks.

-Page 57 is a list of sources used in preparing this report.
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PROPOSED BORDER CROSSINGS UNDER DEVELOPMENT
A. Port of Brownsville Bridge

The Brownsville Navigation District/Port of Brownsville is preparing a Presidential Permit
application for a four-lane bridge. A road is planned that would link the proposed bridge
to the Port of Brownsville. There will also be a separate rail bridge.

B. Brownsville Expressway Bridge

The City of Brownsville and Cameron County have proposed a bridge that would tie U.S.
Highway 77/U.S. Highway 83 directly to Mexico. As currently conceived, U.S. Highway
77/U.S. Highway 83 would be extended to the international bridge. The Presidential Permit
has been applied for, but a permit has not been issued yet. The bridge has also been called
Los Tomates Bridge.

A levee would need to be relocated to allow for additional land at the site for both Mexico
and the U.S. The International Bridge and Water Commission has issued an Environmental
Assessment.

C. Los Indios Bridge

This four-lane bridge is currently under construction and will be in operation in Fall 1992.
Final diplomatic notes were exchanged in October 1990. The Mexican side of the bridge
will be built with private funds from Mexico. The bridge owner is Cameron County.

D. Donna Bridge

The City of Donna received a Presidential Permit in 1979 for this bridge but it is still in the
planning stage at this time.

E. Pharr Bridge

A Presidential Permit was issued in 1978 to the City of Pharr for a four-to six-lane bridge.
U.S. Highway 281 would be expanded to the bridge, but there are several environmental
issues to be handled, including the Santa Ana Wildlife Refuge which is downstream from
the proposed crossing.

F. Hidalgo Bridge #2
The Cities of Hidalgo and McAllen have proposed a second crossing near an existing foreign

trade zone. The proposed location is dependent on the Government of Mexico constructing
a road from the Monterrey/Reynosa Highway to the bridge.
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G. Mission Bridge

A Presidential Permit was issued in 1978 to the City of Mission for a vehicular and railroad
bridge.

H. Los Ebanos Bridge

The Reyna Estate is preparing a Presidential Permit application for a bridge just upstream
from the existing ferry service. An issue that remains to be resolved is historical concerns
relating to the existing ferry crossing. The Government of Mexico supports the proposed
bridge.

I. Laredo - Nuevo Laredo Bridge #3

The City of Laredo is preparing a Presidential Permit application for a site upstream of
Bridge #1 at Convent Street. The City of Nuevo Laredo supports the proposed bridge.

J. Eagle Pass Bridge #2
A Presidential Permit has been applied for by the City of Eagle Pass. The Government of

Mexico is currently negotiating with the city to build the bridge one-half mile downstream
from the existing bridge.
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