
Corridor management (CM) is the management of land development in concert with roadway design, access 
control, and traffi c operations along an existing transportation corridor.  Corridor preservation (CP) is the 
practice of acquiring, preserving, or protecting right-of-way (ROW) needed for a future transportation corridor. 
Both CM and CP include ROW acquisition and protection and require coordinated application of state and local 
plans, regulations, and authority. 

In Texas and across the country, typical corridor problems include numerous and poorly spaced driveways, 
roadway designs conducive to strip development, closely spaced traffi c signals, lack of interconnectivity 
between adjacent developments, and the inability to preserve or protect ROW for future corridors due to 
development.  The objective of this research project was to develop methods and guidelines for coordinated 
partnerships for corridor management and preservation practices. 

The research reviewed the role of statewide, regional, and local transportation plans in CM and CP and assessed 
existing state and local authority in these activities.  It compared the ability to undertake CM and CP activities 
in cities, extra-territorial jurisdictions of cities, and counties in Texas.  The research looked at how TxDOT’s 
current access guidelines, ROW acquisition abilities, and design policies can be used in CM and CP activities.  
It also assessed tools stemming from local zoning and subdivision regulations that can be used to manage 
development and protect and preserve right-of-way for existing and future TxDOT facilities.  

Researchers reviewed current practices and case studies in CM 
and CP in Texas and in selected states across the country.  They 
surveyed Texas cities to collect information on previous and 
on-going CM and CP efforts at the local level and interviewed 
TxDOT right-of-way administrators from urban and rural 
districts to review and compare ROW acquisition methods.  The 
research assessed methods to acquire and/or preserve ROW 
for future transportation corridors and reviewed the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) environmental clearance 
process relative to TxDOT’s project development process.  

Project Summary 

Background

Research Performed by:
Texas Transportation Institute (TTI),
The Texas A&M University System

Research Supervisor:
Edwin N. Hard, TTI

Researchers:
Brian S. Bochner, TTI
Patricia L. Ellis, TTI

Project Completed:
8-31-07

Texas Department of Transportation

What the Researchers Did

0-5606: Creating Partnerships with Local
Communities to Manage and Preserve Corridors



For More Information:
Research Engineer - Duncan Stewart, TxDOT, 512-465-7403
Project Director - Robert Appleton, TxDOT, 979-778-9707
Research Supervisor - Edwin N. Hard, TTI, 979-845-8539

Technical reports when published are available at:
http://library.ctr.utexas.edu/index.html

This research was performed in cooperation with the Texas Department of Transportation and the Federal Highway Administration. The contents of this report 
refl ect the views of the authors, who are responsible for the facts and accuracy of the data presented herein. The contents do not necessarily refl ect the offi cial 
view or policies of the FHWA or TxDOT. This report does not constitute a standard, specifi cation, or regulation, nor is it intended for construction, bidding, or 
permit purposes. Trade names were used solely for information and not for product endorsement. 

Research and Technology
Implementation Offi ce
P.O. Box 5080
Austin, Texas 78763-5080
512-465-7403

What This Means

www.txdot.gov
keyword: research

Coordinated local-state partnerships in CM and CP will help integrate transportation and land use planning and 
help improve coordination between land use and transportation decision making in Texas.

What They Found
To effectively practice CM along TxDOT roadways will require partnerships with local governments in the 
application of their subdivision and development regulations.  TxDOT currently has some abilities to perform 
CM using access management and roadway design measures, namely non-traversable medians.  The use of CM 
plans utilizing zoning overlay districts was identifi ed as a good approach for TxDOT and cities to partner in 
practicing CM.  It was found that 63 percent of Texas cities have used zoning overlay districts, many of which 
are on TxDOT roadways. 

Texas, like most states, does not have statutes in place to address or fund activities for the long-term 
preservation of ROW for future transportation corridors.  The primary challenges for practicing CP in Texas 
include:

• NEPA regulations that require that the environmental clearance process be completed before federal 
funds can be used to acquire ROW on a widespread basis,

• lack of funding to acquire ROW early and the fact that ROW funding is usually tied to construction 
funding, and

• the environmental clearance process beginning too late in TxDOT’s project development process.


