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“Focus on Research updates engineers and technicians on items of interest upcoming in active TxDOT research projects.”

Project Helps TxDOT, MPOs Meet ISTEA
Requirements

Many new requirements for urban transportation planning have resulted
from the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 (CAAA) and from ISTEA. Under
Research Project 7-1960, Assisting TxDOT in Meeting ISTEA Requirements, the
Texas Transportation Institute provides professional and technical staff ser-
vices to help TxDOT, MPOs, and other local agencies in Texas urban areas as
they:

¢ Develop and improve the functional processes, technical method-
ologies, and administrative procedures for urban transportation plan-
ning ,

¢ Acquire and train transportation planning staff

¢ Prepare the initial transportation plans and programs required by the
new legislation

Project objectives include the following:
¢ Identifying the requirements of ISTEA and the 1990 CAAA
¢ Preparing strategies to address requirements
¢ Establishing processes and procedures
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Training staff from MPOs and other local agencies to handle the added
transportation planning activities

¢ Developing technical procedures and then validating them using avail-
able data

¢ Providing transitional assistance

One benefit from Project 7-1960 is a financial plan prepared for the 1996-
98 Statewide Transportation Improvement Program. Another is that research-
ers will continue to provide assistance in the Career Development Program
and Training for MPO managers and staff. Also, rules prescribing procedures
for the Statewide and Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Plans, de-
veloped under this project, will be published in the Texas Administration
Code. Phase 1 of establishing a Statewide Transportation Information Data-
base, a computer bulletin board system for the MPOs and TxDOT, has been
completed. TTI staff demonstrated how to use the bulletin board at the Plan-
ning Conference in Houston in June 1995. A number of other reports and
workshops have been developed during this project and published or pre-
sented by TxDOT. ‘

Project 7-1960 started in June 1992 and ends in August 1995.
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Evaluating a Decade
of Travel Surveys

During the past decade, TXDOT
conducted travel surveys in differ-
ent urban areas in Texas in order to
update trip generation models. Now
TxDOT needs information from
these various studies to be compiled
and compared. This comprehensive
information will lead to an under-
standing of travel pattern changes
that have occurred over time and
will permit development of appro-
priate methods and procedures to
best use the data.

Project 1-1099, Urban Travel in Texas:
An Evaluation of Travel Surveys, will:

¢ Develop a comparative assess-
ment of the travel surveys,

Research and Technology Transfer Office, in cooperation with the FHWA
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The purpose of Focus on Research is
to update engineers and technicians on
items of interest in active or upcoming
projects. The contents of the various ar-
ticles do not necessarily reflect the official
views of the FHWA or TxDOT.

For more detailed information, contact
Kay Lee at (512) 467-3882, Research and
Technology Transfer Office, P.O. Box
5080, Austin, TX 78763-5080.
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including differences be-
tween urban areas and
changes in travel character”
istics over time.

¢ Determine the most appro-
priate procedure for: 1) esti-
mating trip productions in
urban areas in Texas; 2) esti-
mating trip attractions; 3)
estimating trips for special
generators; and 4) conduct-
ing external station travel
surveys.

¢ Measure the changes in
travel characteristics that
have occurred since the
original surveys were con-
ducted.

¢ Determine the need for ad-
ditional workplace surveys
and the appropriate sample
sizes for use in those surveys.

4 Measure the ability of the
current trip length fre-
quency distribution (TLFD)
procedure to estimate thes
observed distributions fron:
the surveys.

The findings of this study will al-
low TxDOT to update the travel de-
mand models now being used in
many urban areas in Texas. These
improvements in travel demand
modeling are expected to be sub-
stantial. Project 1-1099 began in Sep-
tember 1991 and ended in August
199S.
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